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South African statement under Agenda item 4

19 May 2O15

Chairperson,

Member States,

Our indigenous Brothers and Sisters,

Ladies and gentlemen!

At the onset, I would like to take this opportunity

to reiterate the South African Government's

commitment to upholding our national and

international human rights obligations.

In terms of the agenda item under consideratioh,

the South African delegation would like to provide

the following update related to the advancement of

the rights of cultural, religious and linguistic

communities in South Africa, who self - identify as

ind igenous.

First of all, let me indicate that our "inclusive

reconstruction and development agenda" is



underpinned among others, by the international

human rights covenants and instruments, our

Constitution especially its Bill of Rights.

The South African Constitution provides for the

promotion, protection a nd fu lfillment of a ll the

universally recognised human rights and

fundamental freedoms of all South Africans without

any distinction whatsoever. It is based on the core

values and principles of equality, non-

discrimination and human dignity.

Therefore, the implementation of the mandated

areas of the Permanent Forum with regard to

UNDRIP have to be considered in this context.

On education, the Bill of Rights clearly stipulates

that:

Everyone has the right-

(a) to a basic education, including adult basic

ed ucation; a nd



(b) to further education, which the state, through

reasona ble measu res, ma kes prog ressively

available and accessible.

(2) In South Africa, everyone has the right to

receive education in the official language or

languages of their choice in public educational

institutions.

Basic education has been identified as an apex

priority and we have managed to deal with

redress imperatives by implementing pro-poor

policies. For instance, during the 2015/76

financial year, about 9 million learners in 20 965

public schools, benefitted from the "no fee" school

policy.

This represents 87.Lo/o of public schools classified

as "no fee" schools benefitting 7L.Bo/o of our

learners in those schools. Similarly, during the

20L5/L6 financial year/ more than 9 million



learners in 2L 191 public schools benefitted from

the National School Nutrition Programme (NSNP).

This represents 75.9o/o of our learners in BB. !o/o of

ou r pu blic schools benefitting from the N utrition

Programme. Over the years, these two pro-poor

programmes/ coupled with the learner transport

programffie, have proven to be key levers,

especially for learners coming from poor

households.

Secondly, on healthcare, the Bill of Rights

stipu lates that:

(1) Everyone has the right to have access to-
(a) health care services, including reproductive

h ea lth ca re;

(b) sufficient food and water; and

(c) social security, including, if they are unable to

su pport themselves a nd their dependents,



appropriate social assistance is provided by the

state.

(2) The state takes reasonable legislative and

other measures within its available resources, to

achieve the progressive realization of each of these

rig hts .

(3) No one may be refused emergency medical

treatment in South Africa,

Thirdly, on environmental issues, our Bill of Rights

states that:

Everyone has the right-

(a) to an environment that is not harmful to their

health or wellbeing; and

(b) to have the environment protected, for the

benefit of present and future generations, through

reasonable legislative and other measures that-

(i) prevent pollution and ecological degradation;

(ii) promote conservation; and



(iii)

and

secu re ecolog ica lly susta ina ble development

use of natu ra I resou rces.

Chairpersoh,

This does not mean that our country is perfect

no country is. But we have managed, within two

short decades, to make significant strides in
reversing the effects of centu ries of colon izatioh,

a pa rtheid a nd d iscrim ination .

Chairpersoh,

I would Iike to conclude by citing Nelson Mandela,

the father of our democracy when he says:"after

climbing a great hill, one only finds that there are

many more hills to climb". With our commitment,

fortitude and international support and solidarity,

we a re confident that we sha ll overcome the

obstacles ahead of us.

I thank you!!!


