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Statement  

by Maryam Niamir-Fuller, Special Advisor 

United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP) 

 

UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, 13th session, 2014 ( 21 May 2014)  

Agenda item 7: Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People;  Post-2015 

development agenda 

 

 

Thank you Madame Chair, we would like to refer to the inter-agency message that was made by 

FAO on our and other partners’  behalf in the context of the dialogue with agencies last week on 

pastoralism in the Post 2015 agenda. I would also like to report on today’s side event over lunch 

time on Sustainable Pastoralism and the Post 2015 Agenda, that gathered 40-plus participants 

and was organised by UNEP together with WAMIP, IUCN-WISP, IFAD and MPIDO from Kenya as 

well as the Argentina Minister from Mendoza and Ms. Mohammed, Special Advisor to the SG on 

the SDGs.  

 

In the side event, concerns were raised about the marginalization of pastoralists in terms of 

national and international policies, land ownership, access to basic services, and access to 

markets.  It was noted that MDGs were silent on pastoralists – and that this cannot be extended 

into the SDGs. Pastoralists cannot be left behind again.  

 

Pastoralists should not be seen just as a victims; they should be seen as part of the  solution for 

sustainable development. Moving towards sustainability of pastoralism can protect the 

environment, produce healthy food and products for regional and global consumption, and 

preserve cultural diversity and dignity.  It was also noted that pastoralism is a universal issue, 
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with up to 500 million people depending on it for their livelihood around the world.  With 

increasing populations, the world demand for meat and milk products is expected to increase.  

Sustainable consumption and production (SCP) is a viable option both for the future of 

pastoralists, and the world at large.  Sustainable development should leave no one behind, allow 

sustainable livelihoods within the earth’s life support system, and leave a healthy inheritance 

behind for future generations. 

 

Various suggestions were made on how key issues could be integrated into the SDGs and Post 

2015 agenda, by pastoralists and their organizations, and supported by governments and UN 

system. In particular, it was noted that specific indicators could be added to several SDG Focus 

Areas, such as :  

a) the percent of all communal rangelands that are protected from illicit prospecting and 

exploitation through legally-recognized tenure arraignments  

b) full cost accounting, including of ecosystem services, taking into account the value of mobility 

of livestock 

c) percentage of investments and innovative technologies to complement seasonal movements 

of pastoralists, so as to allow equitable access to basic services such as mobile education and 

health, energy, water and sanitation 

 

 A specific target should also be integrated into the SDGs, that would protect and manage the 

grazing corridors so vital to the extensive pastoral economy, ecology and livelihoods.  Such a 

target could, for example, be: “livestock herd mobility in rangelands is maintained to promote 

ecosystem health, rangeland productivity, and to safeguard resource access for pastoralists”. 

 

Sustainable pastoralism is too big of an opportunity to not consider in the post 2015 Agenda.  

We would therefore like to make the following recommendation to the UNPFII at its 13th session 

in 2014:  

 

Encouraging pastoralist communities and organizations, governments, and UN system, funds 

and programmes, to bring sustainable pastoralism into the Post2015 Agenda, so as to provide 

the opportunity to work globally towards building the enabling conditions for capturing the 

opportunities of sustainable development for the world and for pastoralists.  



 3 

 


