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Re: Hem 4 (b\ Principal Theme: "Indigenous Peoples and Conflict Resolution" 

As our delegation congratulates your re-election to Chairperson, we offer our continued cooperation at this 
22 n d Session of the W.G.LP. We welcome the principal theme and your working paper (E/CN.4/Sub 
2/AC4/2004/2) because we believe this matter to be extremely important. As yon know, Mr. Chairman, 
we have attended many U.N. meetings in hopeful search of peaceful co-existence. Finally, we see in your 
recommendations (paras. 103-109) action to prevent and resolve conflict Therefore, we endorse and fully 
support, as priority, the proposed recommendations. 

Time only allows us to comment briefly on four matters: 
j . The Working Paper very accurately canvasses the basic root causes from our perspective; in 

particular: Treaties and Self-Determination. The U.N. Expert Seminar on Treaties, you reference 
in paras. 37 and 42 - 44 and 89 (E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC4/2004/7 and E/CN.4/2G04/U1 and 
E/CN.4/2004/G/28) illustrates a current conflict It is our view, however, that Treaties are a 
solution, if article 36 of the TJ.N. Declaration, were fully implemented and enforced as currently 
adopted by the SurhCbnunission. 

2. The recommendations to include conflict prevention and resolution as art annual W.G.LP. Agenda 
Item (para. 104) should include an oversight or monitoring of domestic negotiations, to ensure that 
the free, prior and informed consent principle is implemented and parties considered as equal 
partners. 

3. The fourth recommendation (para.106) would be an important follow up to the U.N. Treaty Study 
Final Report and the U.N- Expert Seminar 0" Treaties' recommendations. We would respectfully 
suggest the serninar consider to not only assure impIementationbutalsoerifoix^nentofTreah'esand 
that the seminar be held on Treaty 6 Territory. 

4. Finally, the recommendations in para. 108 should also include Special Rapporteurs (on Health, 
Housing, Education...) as recommended by the U.N. Permanent Forum's second and third sessions, 
for example, as to Treaty rights to health and shelter. As to para, 109, since (he Special Rapporteur 
Dr. Kodolfo Stavenhagen has decided to focus his next report on Indigenous education, again as 
recommended by the U.N.P.F. report he should take due account of the Treaty right to education. 

These we would respectfully submit as specific suggestions for consideration in the spirit of confidence 
building and further conflict prevention steps. Jn conclusion, pursuant to the Madrid Seminar 
(E/CN.4/Sub-2/AC 4/2004/6) referenced in para. 63, we submit consideration also of the Commission on 
First Nations and Metis Peoples and Justice Reform Final Report Volumes I and H (June 21,2004). While it 
is specific to Justice, we would highlight the recommendations on Restorative Justice as a way to return 
justice back to Indigenous communities with respect and thereby promote responsibility. Thank you. 

Mr. Wilton Littlechild, I.P.C 
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