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Thank you Mr. Chairperson, my Indigenous brothers and sisters, and distinguished 
delegates. 

I am representing the Chin Human Rights Organization, which is independently 
monitoring the human rights situation in Chin land of northwest Burma. Chin land is 
bordering to India and Bangladesh. 

Though in 1948, the Union of Burma was founded on equality and comprised of 
different groups having distinct cultures and identities. Unfortunately, successive 
governments of Burma have failed to recognize this important fact. Instead, the 
present military regime in Burma has been systematically marginalizing and 
dismissing our languages, cultures, religion and literature. Unequal treatment, 
discrimination, socio-political exclusion and resource deprivation have placed 
indigenous peoples of Burma in a serious disadvantaged position. The gab between 
indigenous peoples and the dominant society (Burmese) is enormously increasing. 
Today, the cultural identities of the Chin and other Indigenous communities are under 
growing threat because of the military regime's policy of "Burmanization" and 
through its assimilation programs. 

Mr. Chair, 

The only official language in Burma is Burmese and the languages of Indigenous 
Peoples are totally ignored and neglected. In all learning institutions, students are 
prohibited from speaking their own languages except Burmese. In addition, many of 
our cultural and traditional practices are forbidden. However, the regime has built a 
Burmese Traditional Music School in Rangoon city under a direct funding from the 
government. There is also a government cultural group to promote Burmese culture. 
However, our cultural rights and practices are prohibited to practise. 

The Chin has a unique traditional costume consisting of a headdress, shawl and 
trousers. But the military regime has made a rule under which only the Burmese style 
of dressing, namely a jacket called Teikpung and Longyi are the official dress code. 
These are just a few examples, which show the systematic and deliberate destruction 
of our culture by the government of Burma. Under these circumstances, we cannot 
freely practice and develop our culture. Our cultural rights as Indigenous peoples of 
Burma as implicitly expressed in many international instruments are therefore 
violated. 



I, therefore strongly recommend that the Permanent Forum call on Governments to 
ensure: 

1) Respect for Indigenous Peoples' Cultural Rights and Practices; 
2) That any action which seek to weakened or destroy Indigenous Peoples' 

Cultural rights arid practice must be stopped. 

Thank you, Mr. Chair for your kind attention, 


