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Dear Mr. Chairman! Thank you for the opportunity to speak to the delegates of the 
Permanent Forum. 
Dear participants of the Permanent Forum I 

I am representing one group of indigenous people of the North of the Russian 
Federation - nensty, living in Yamalo-Nenets autonomous district. 

Yamalo-Nenets autonomous district is the natural territory of residence and making 
economy of minority indigenous peoples - nentsy, khanty, selkups. Indigenous 
population amounts for more than 30 thousand people which are more than 6% of the 
total population of the autonomous district. More than Î3 thousand are nomadic 
people engaged in reindeer herding. There is the biggest reindeer herd in the 
autonomous district. 

Many years ago indigenous people in the autonomous district made the territory their 
home, made the economy which allowed them to live in extremely severe conditions. 

Ancient experience in resource use and indigenous culture is of great importance for 
human civilization. Indigenous peoples of the North maintain their rich culture, 
including social and economic culture, based on Firm traditions. 

Being aware of the fact that reindeer herding is the basis of indigenous life in the 
North, authorities of Yamalo-Nenets autonomous district provide for privileged 
conditions for the development of reindeer herding. Local authorities have developed 
legislative base and also provide for social support to indigenous peoples. 

Combination of various ownership forms in reindeer herding allowed to preserve not 
just reindeer herd, but also provided for employment of nomadic people, thereby 
preserving indigenous culture and traditional way of life as an element of Arctic 
civilization. 

Unfortunately, within the last decade in the northern regions of Russia we experience 
a reduction in the number of reindeers. This triggered deterioration of indigenous 
economy in the North and took away resources for living decent live. 

Brothers and Sisters! We must urge the national governments to determine adequate 
approaches to legislative regulations in the field of resource use, which must involve 
not just indigenous participation and consultations but must also cover issues of 
ownership rights, issues of relations between the state and indigenous peoples, 
between federal and local authorities, environmental issues, issues of preservation of 
biological resources, flora and fauna. Only such approach will provide for the 
sustainable development. 

Thank you for your attention! 


