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Good Morning/afternoon, my name is Sheila Watt-Cloutier. I am Chair of 

the Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC), an organization that represents and 

defends the rights of 155,000 Inuit resident in Canada, Greenland, Alaska 

and Russia. I am originally from Kuujjuaq, Arctic Quebec and I now live in 

Iqaluit the capital of Nunavut, Canada's newest territory. 

Over the last generation Inuit have undergone significant social and 

economic changes. Yet we continue to live close to the land and depend on 

the land for much of our nutritional requirements. Inuit remain a hunting 

based culture, dependent on seals, whale, walrus and other marine mammals. 

Our cultural identity and our spiritual well being put us on the front lines of 

global environmental degradation. Global climate change and long-range 

transport to the Arctic of contaminants released to the environment in 

tropical and temperate lands continue to erode our relationship with the land 

and threaten our culture and economies. 

As a result of global climate change Inuit hunters have difficulty predicting 

the weather by relying upon age-old traditional ecological knowledge. For 

example, Inuit travel over the sea ice but the thickness and strength of the 

sea ice, as it thins due to global climate change is becoming increasingly 

difficult to predict. Clearly we need strong international agreements to 
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reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases that most scientists believe cause 

climate change. 

In October 2004, Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the eight Arctic nations are 

to receive an assessment of the impacts of global climate change in the 

circumpolar Arctic. This will be the world's most comprehensive and 

detailed regional assessment of climate change. Of the first importance to 

Inuit, we intend that this assessment will inform future Conferences of the 

Parties (COPs) pursuant to the 1992 United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change. 

Let me turn briefly now to the long-range transport of persistent organic 

pollutants (POPs) and mercury to the Arctic. The 2001 Stockholm 

Convention which greatly restricts the emission of 12 key POPs is of great 

importance to Inuit and indigenous peoples in the Arctic. I call upon all 

nations of good will to ratify this Convention. I do so because we have 

preliminary evidence that suggests the levels of contaminants our children 

are exposed to before birth is affecting their neurological and cognitive 

capabilities and their immune systems. 
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Inuit are committed to reaching out to nation states, non-governmental 

organizations, and other Indigenous peoples to build partnerships and to 

promote co-operation to address pressing policy issues of global concern. 

International events are affecting us more and more. In response, Inuit and 

all indigenous peoples have to be internationalist in orientation, purpose, and 

activity. 

I am happy to report that Arctic six indigenous peoples organizations (IPOs) 

- the Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC), the Arctic Athabascan Council 

(AAC), the Gwich'in International Council (GO), the Aleuts International 

Association, the Saami Council, and the Russian Association of Indigenous 

Peoples of the far North (RAIPON) that enjoy permanent participant status 

to the eight-nation Arctic Council, are now formally accredited to the Global 

Environmental Facility (GEF). Late last year ICC and RAIPON participated 

in the GEF Council meeting in Beijing, China with the aim of sensitizing 

this organization to the Arctic dimension of global environmental issues. I 

understand that the GEF is now willing to consider indigenous peoples and 

their organizations to be distinct and separate from environmental and other 

NGO's. In February 2003, UNEP's Governing Council passed a resolution 

effectively recognizes the Arctic as a "barometer" or indicator region of the 
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globe's environmental health. This is important and is further reason why 

Arctic indigenous peoples should work together at the international level. 
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