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Excellencies, distinguished participants, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen. 

It is my pleasure to be with you today and share my views on how we can together 
make this world a better place for all, particularly for indigenous peoples who are 
arguably among the most disadvantaged and vulnerable groups in any given county. 

As we are all aware, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that everyone 
has the right to a healthful standard of livingthat includes adequate food, clothing, 
housing and other basic needs. 

Despite this global commitment, millions of people in many parts of the world have little 
or no access to life-supporting necessities. More than 1 billion people live in inadequate 
housing conditions in urban settlements alone. This fact is a clear evidence that 
economic, social and cultural rights - particularly the rights to land, housing and to 
development - have not yet been realized. 

Needless to say, certain groups are more affected, and suffer from greater deprivation 
of rights. Among the most vulnerable of all groups, indigenous people are rarely 
protected effectively under existing laws and policies. Furthermore, their specific 
situations, characteristics and needs are not often addressed. In a rapidly urbanizing 
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world, the issues and needs of indigenous peoples are becoming a major topic for 
human settlements planning, management and development. 

The Habitat Agenda- the political document resulting from the Second United Nations 
Conference on Human Settlements held in 1996, sets the global policy framework for, 
and country commitments to, adequate shelter for all and sustainable human 
settlements development. By recommending actions at all levels to achieve these 
goals, the Habitat Agenda recognizes the special situation and needs of indigenous 
people. 

Seventeen paragraphs in the Habitat Agenda make reference to different aspects of 
indigenous issues and peoples. Among these, paragraph 122 elaborates on needed 
actions. This paragraph states, and I quote, 

"In order to promote the continuing progress of indigenous people and to 
ensure their full participation in the development of the rural and urban areas 
in which they live, with full respect for their cultures, languages, traditions, 
education, social organizations and settlement patterns, Governments and 
leaders of indigenous communities, within the national context, should: 

(a) Take particular actions to enhance their productive capacities, ensuring 
their full and equal access to social and economic services and their 
participation in the elaboration and implementation of policies that affect their 
development; 

(b) Support the economic activities of indigenous people in order to improve 
their conditions and development and to secure their safe interaction with 
larger economies; 

(c) Integrate indigenous women, their perspectives and knowledge, on an 
equal basis with men, in decision-making regarding human settlements, 
including sustainable resource management and the development of policies 
and programmes for sustainable development, including, in particular, those 
designed to address and prevent environmental degradation of land; 

(d) Address the particular needs of indigenous children and their families, 
especially those living in poverty, thereby enabling them to benefit fully from 
economic and social development programmes", 

End of quote. 

Both the United Nations Millennium Declaration and the Declaration on Cities and Other 
Human Settlements in the New Millennium, adopted by the General Assembly in June 
2001, reaffirm the focus and specific actions needed to improve living conditions of the 
poor, vulnerable and disadvantaged groups - including indigenous people. Within their 
guiding framework, UN-HABITAT seeks to raise awareness and to enhance the 
capacity of all stakeholders so that housing, land, property and other socio-economic 
issues can be dealt with more effectively. 
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Since the Habitat II Conference, held in 1996, UN-HABITAT has fortified its resolve to 
make human settlements more inclusive, especially in the realization of housing rights. 
Relevant UN-HABITAT activities take place as part of its two Global Campaigns - the 
Global Campaign for Secure Tenure and the Global Campaign on Urban Governance. 

The Global Campaign on Urban Governance is the product of an emerging 
consensus that the quality of urban governance has a determining impact on the quality 
of life for all citizens. For example, the ability of vulnerable and disadvantaged groups, 
including indigenous peoples, to participate effectively in local decision-making 
processes may determine whether or not their needs and interests will be addressed 
through public policy. 

The UN-HABITAT Global Campaign for Secure Tenure focuses on shelter and 
housing as a strategic entry point to poverty eradication. By promoting the application 
of secure forms of tenure and by encouraging negotiation as an alternative to forced 
evictions, the Campaign aims to promote integration of the poor, vulnerable and 
disadvantaged groups - including indigenous people - into the society of the 
settlements where they live. This may be accomplished through participatory processes 
aimed at upgrading and development. 

Supporting these two main approaches are a number of other UN-HABITAT initiatives 
that encompass indigenous peoples. 

• The Cities Alliance initiative was jointly launched by UN-HABITAT and the World 
Bank in May 1999 as an expanding partnership of organizations committed to 
developing innovative approaches to urban poverty reduction and upgrading of 
slums; 

• Various programmes that advocate the effective implementation of Habitat 
Agenda commitments related to Gender Equality and Women Empowerment; 

• The Risk and Disaster Management Programme was created to provide 
governments, local authorities, communities and business organizations with 
practical strategies for mitigating and recovering from conflicts and natural 
disasters; and 

• The United Nations Housing Rights Programme, jointly formulated and 
launched with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, to help 
realize the human right to adequate housing as set out in international policy 
instruments. A major activity within this programme during the next two years is 
the preparation of a report on indigenous women's equal right to housing, land and 
property. 

Distinguished participants. 

Despite the policy framework and policy directives mentioned earlier, more progress is 
required to improve the living conditions of indigenous peoples around the world. There 
is no doubt that national governments, local authorities and the international community 
should accelerate their efforts, especially to facilitate and strengthen the development 
of information networks and the involvement of civil society. 

3 



4 

Since the preparatory process for the Habitat II Conference in the mid-1990s, UN-
HABITAT has encouraged effective dialogue with all the Habitat Agenda partner groups 
who are the stakeholders in sustainable human settlements development. In this regard, 
it is my pleasure to inform you that just two weeks ago, UN-HABITAT and the Habitat 
Agenda partner groups convened the first session of the World Urban Forum in Nairobi, 
Kenya. At that forum, stakeholders discussed and exchanged experiences regarding 
human settlements development, focusing on the needs of the poor and other 
disadvantaged and vulnerable groups. 

The forum was a great success with the participation of more than one thousand 
persons, the majority of whom represented civil society organizations. Unfortunately, 
indigenous people's groups were not represented. The second session of the World 
Urban Forum will be convened in Barcelona, Spain in September 2004. Because that is 
the year when the International Decade of the World's Indigenous Peoples will be 
concluded, it is particularly important that indigenous people and their organizations 
participate actively in this session of the Forum. It is my great pleasure now to extend 
to you all the first invitation to this event. 

Distinguished participants, 

We are all aware that the aspirations and needs of indigenous peoples should be 
addressed with heightened commitment around the world. The institutionalization of the 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues is an excellent step in this direction and we -
that is, all stakeholders - should support and contribute to this initiative with all our 
capacity and potential. 

Wishing ail success to this challenging endeavor, I thank you for your attention. 
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