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Mr Chairperson, distinguished members of the Permanent Forum. 

I wish firstly, to acknowledge the Haudenoshone, the traditional owners of the land on which we are meeting 
today. I am Peter Smith a descendant of the Kamilaroi people of Australia. I speak to you today on behalf of 
the World Council of Churches. 

This time last year the Permanent Forum was asked to make representation through ECOSOC to request the 
Australian Government to seek approval of the traditional owners of land in central Australia before proceeding 
with their plan to establish the area as a nuclear waste dump. Today, without seeking the approval of the 
traditional owners, their plans have progressed much further, or 1 should say, from an Indigenous persons point 
of view, have deteriorated much further. 

The South Australian state government objected when advised by the Federal Government that it intended to 
establish the nuclear waste dump in their state and refused to allow the dump to be established. The Federal 
Government excised and appropriated the area of land which it wanted and declared it to be Commonwealth 
land, that is land which belonged to and was controlled by the Federal Government. They have the power under 
the Australian constitution to do so. 

This land is of extreme importance to the Kupa Piti Kungka Tjuta women, comprising members of the 
Pityantjatjara, Antakarinya,Yankanjatjara and Kookatha people. It is their dreaming place. To some non 
Indigenous Australians dreaming is unreal. To Aboriginal Australians, the dreaming is reality. To establish a 
nuclear waste dump here is to desecrate a sacred place. The social and environmental impact on an already 
fragile community would be devastating. 

The local water supply runs underneath this site; water used to supply a number of communities in the vast dry 
areas of the desert country. If the nuclear waste dump is build here, then the water would be contaminated and 
would cause the people over many hundreds of kilometres who rely on this underground water supply for their 
livelihood, to abandon their homeland and be forced to settle on other land. The denigration of the area would 
not be limited to the nuclear waste dump site itself, but would extend as far as the underground river flows and 
sadly, the contamination would be forever. The spirits of our ancestors who lived in this land for 60,000 years 
will be suffering as those who live there today will be suffering if this sacrilege is permitted to proceed. 

Recommendation : (1) That the Permanent Forum, through ECOSOC seek an assurance from the Australian 
Federal Government that it will not proceed with the establishment of a nuclear waste dump on the Dreaming 
Site of the Kupa Piti Kungka Tjuta women in the state of South Australia, and 

(2) That the Federal Government will not establish a nuclear waste dump anywhere in Australia without the 
prior approval of the traditional owners of the land on which it is be built. 

Mr chairman, my sisters and brothers, thank you. 


