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Environment (vitality of UN declaration on Indigenous People & ILO 
Con.169) 

Agenda 4. (b) Environment 

Environmental conservation is important not only for indigenous peoples and others who 
depend directly on it but for all inhabitants of earth. For hunter - gatherer peoples, clean 
environment is a source of our livelihoods; i.e forest provides medicinal herbs and plants, 
food and acts as the home of shrines and other sacred sites to our community. It also 
provides firewood and building materials for local populations. More generally, forests 
are beneficial for their role in air purification and climate regulation. Forests absorb the 
greenhouse gas emissions which contribute to the phenomena of climate change. It 
provides a habitat for wildlife and nectar for bees, which is particularly important for 
honey farming. It houses other resources such as minerals and oils. The health of forest 
also has a great impact on water resources, as forests are water catchments areas. Forests 
are an important source of genetic resources which hare useful for research, sustainable 
use and for domestic and foreign tourism. 

Currently, forest biodiversity is being threatened by human encroachment and 
unsustainable resource use. Some of these practices are currently illegal. For example, 
illegal logging, overgrazing and charcoal burning are practices which threatens the clean 
environment of the hunter gatherers communities like the Ogiek of Kenya, Bushmen of 
Botswana, Hadzabe of Tanzania and Batwaa of Uganda and Rwanda. However the laws 
presently in place are not properly implemented, these human activities continue to 
damage Kenyan forests. 

Some of the human settlements taking place in the forests are governments - sanctioned; 
for example, the Mau forest was opened for legal human settlement, Central Kalaghadi 
was opened for Diamond Mining and Yaenda Valley for game hunting; hence suffering 
environmental degradation as a result. In Kenya, the shamba system, which was put in 
place for agricultural expansion, is another government program that has gone awry and 
resulted in overexploitation of forest lands and resources. Improper municipal waste 

'Working for a Just and Equitable society by Promoting Sustainable Livelihoods for Hunter Gatherer in East Africa' j 
O g i e k P e o p l e s D e v e l o p m e n t P rog ram, Ema i l : a f r i c anog iek@gmai l . com, Te l : + 2 5 4 7 2 1 6 0 2 5 7 3 / + 2 5 4 2 0 2 0 4 5 1 6 7 

w w w . o g i e k . o r 

mailto:africanogiek@gmail.com
http://www.ogiek.or


Ogiek Peoples Development Program (OPDP), Kesenta op Ogiek 

disposal in forests and the entrance of companies which practice legal but unsustainable 
logging, mining and quarrying, are other major threats to the forest which are allowed by 
the government. 

The current policies in place for forest protection, conservation and sustainable use are 
inadequate. The indigenous peoples for the most part have not been recognized as being 
able to make a significant contribution to environmental conservation, despite the fact 
that they have engaged in sustainable environmental management for decades. Instead, 
they have been perceived to be contributing to the degradation of the environment due to 
their culture of overgrazing and over hunting. 

Key Constraints to the Recognitions of IPs by state parties 

a) Reluctance of African governments to understand the importance of the UN 
declaration on Indigenous people that provides the right to self determination 

b) Reluctance of the Africans government to acknowledge through ratification of the 
ILO Conv.169 that guarantees to the right to self identification 

c) Unfavourable policies and laws that provides for economic development rather 
than respect to human rights to the marginalised groups 

d) Failure of the state parties to implement the various recommendations from UN 
special rapporteur on fundamental freedom and rights of the Indigenous People 

Recommendations to the UNPFII 

• The indigenous peoples especially the hunter gatherers recommend that if there is 
illegal settlement in the ancestral land, eviction of the squatters should take place 
and they should be resettled elsewhere. The government should be conscious of 
their presence and detrimental effect on the forest, and develop other places for 
them to live. The government should also undertake the development of arid and 
semi-arid areas as a means of reducing population pressure in forests. Most of 
those who are living illegally in forests are from dry areas, and leave for more 
productive land when they find that they are unable to grow crops in their 
homelands. If the government had taken a more active role in the sustainable 
development of ASAL, perhaps those people would opt have left to exploit other 
resources and engage in destructive behaviour. 

• Heavier penalties should be put in place for illegal loggers and charcoal burners in 
order to discourage them. Policies should also be developed by both the state 
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parties and Indigenous people to stop unsustainable quarrying, mineral 
exploration and garbage disposal. 

• In regards to indigenous peoples, the government should make an effort to 
employ more indigenous peoples and local communities in environmental 
management. For instance, those who know the forest best are not employee, 
leaving those who are unfamiliar with the area to take charge of forest 
conservation. Forest management plans must also be developed through 
consultation and participatory management planning, allowing the voices of 
indigenous peoples and local communities to be heard and have an impact on 
policy making. The government should recognize the role that hunter-gatherer 
have played in forest management, conservation and sustainable resource use. As 
they have been living in forests sustain ably for generations, and have cultural 
mechanisms which encourage conservation, they should be allowed to access to 
forest resources. 

• State parties and UNPFII has to develop international regulations on access to 
benefit sharing under involving indigenous people. 

• Mechanisms must be established that would ensure revenues and benefits derived 
from the use of protected Areas also benefits the Indigenous and Local 
communities. 

• IPs have to be supported in documentation of traditional knowledge and 
integration of this with modern scientific with free, prior informed consent of the 
holder of that knowledge 

• There is need to establish legal procedures for Indigenous and local Communities 
participation in environment related issues including land tenure rights and good 
cultural promotion 
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