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STATEMENT TO THE 7™ SESSION OF THE PERMANENT FORUM ON TNDIGNEOUS ISSUES 

Madam Chairperson, 
Indigenous Experts, 
World Indigenous Peoples, , 
Member States, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We are here today to speak on behalf of the Hmong indigenous people in Southeast Asia. We are 

independent people, distinctive in culture, language and religion. We reside throughout the regions of Greater 

Asia and Southeast Asia dating back more than 5,000 years. 

We are ancient civilizations that were exposed to conflicts, wars, invasions, isolation, destruction and 

force assimilation dating back 2000 B.C. 

Our people and lands, territories and civilizations were greatly affected by the imperialism of Asia by 

regional and western powers and its subsequent treaties such as the Franco-Chinese Treaty of 1885 and 

Franco-Siam Treaty of 1907, which determined the modern day boundaries of China, Vietnam, Laos and 

Thailand. Our territories and lands disintegrated by these two treaties. 

We were recruited to fight and defend on behalf of all parties to the international conflicts of the First 

French Indochina War, Second Indochina War and the Laotian Civil War from 1946-1975 - the battles to 

control of Southeast Asia. Our nation security was not included in the negotiation for the Cease-Fires 

Agreements to end the war in Southeast Asia in Paris 1972 and Vientiane 1973. 

As of today, we are being targeted for extermination by the Lao People Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) 

after taking power since 1975. The Lao PDR government has used and continue using Lao military, local and 

foreign mercenaries, mainly Vietnamese, to attack our Hmong Indigenous People in Xaysomboun Special 

Zone and other areas in Laos. The Lao PDR government has consistently denied their involvements and 
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denied international access to our people. Lao PDR continue to violate international Human Right Laws and 

does not live up to its obligations as member of the United Nations. 

In addition to waging war against the Hmong Indigenous nation, Lao PDR seized and awarded our 

Hmong Indigenous lands, territories and natural resources to regional and international investors and offered 

for occupation via Special Co-operation Treaties and debt relief exchange agreements. 

Madam Chair, 

Our Hmong indigenous nation are victims to condition of: imperialism, occupation, victims to 

international conflicts, population displacements, economic marginalization, racial discrimination, genocide, 

war crimes, atrocities, chemical weapons, forced starvation, rights violations, torture, rapes, illegally detained 

and imprisonment, refugees repatriation, children trafficking, disappearances, forced relocation, assassination, 

drug poisoning, execution and grave desecration. 

Lao PDR military with direct assistance from the Socialist Republic of Vietnam continue occupying our 

lands, destroying our crops and forcing starvation. They used covert operations in attacking our men, women 

and children. In 2007, Lao military offered $600.00 per Hmong head killed, promised a grass-roots political 

party membership and one step-up promotion in military ranking. 

Madam Chair, 

We urge that the Permanent Forum and indigenous rights experts to raise our issues to all relevant UN 

agencies to call upon the Lao PDR and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam to respect our indigenous rights; to 

cease attacks immediately; to allow the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of 

Indigenous people for a country visit, particularly in areas of conflict; and to pursue an endurance peace 

process with indigenous peoples in Indochina. 

Thank You Madam Chair 
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Lao Troops Told 'Shoot to Kill' Hmong Rebels 
2008.02.08 
Government troops in Laos have been ordered to shoot to kill ethnic Hmong 
insurgents in the country's northern jungle regions, with cash rewards offered for 
every "enemy" killed, RFA's Lao service reports. 

A military official in the northern province of Luangprabang said the orders had 
now become an "open secret" in Laos. The orders apply to the region extending 
from lower Luangprabang to Xiengkkhouang and the northern part of Vientiane 
province, where the government hopes systematically to break up Hmong 
opposition groups by force. 

For the past year, those who kill a Hmong fighter have been promised automatic 
grass-roots Communist Party membership and a one-step promotion, together 
with a reward of six million kip (U.S. $600) per head, said the military official, who 
requested anonymity. A spokesman for the Laos Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
Vientiane dismissed the report. 

"This is sheer fabrication, spread around overseas without any knowledge of real 
facts," Yong Chanthalangsy told RFA. "The fact is there's no truth to it." 

The military official added that "opposition" includes not only unidentified armed 
groups, but also "bad elements" or highwaymen, as well as Hmong villagers in 
hiding in the jungles. 

The past two years have seen a number of ambushes against trucks and cars 
belonging to gold mining companies in the area. 

Starving and naked 
U.S. eyewitnesses described Hmong villagers coming out of hiding in 2005 as 
"desperate," with big-bellied children with untreated injuries, and weaker people 
being carried on the backs of others. Some were starving; others were naked. 
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