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Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the opportunity to address the honorable members 
of the Permanent Forum. This collective intervention is on behalf of the Pacific Caucus, 
comprising organizations from the Pacific Basin, including the Maohi peoples of Rapa 
Nui (Chile), the Maori peoples of Aotearoa (New Zealand), the Kanaka Maoli peoples of 
Hawai'i (USA), the numerous indigenous tribes of West Papua (Indonesia), and the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders (Australia). 

I. RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. Request that ECOSOC provide the Permanent Forum experts with ECOSOC 

credentials in order to facilitate their attendance at UN events and participation in 
the work of other UN bodies to further their mandate of coordinating UN agencies 
and system activities pertaining to Indigenous Peoples. 

2. Request that ECOSOC take necessary actions to address the visa concerns with 
the United States delegation and the Bush Administration so that Indigenous 
Peoples are not prohibited from attending and participating in the Permanent 
Forum sessions. 

3. Request that ECOSOC to provide a regular budget for the Permanent Forum to 
cany out its mandate effectively. 

4. Request that ECOSOC direct all UN agencies to adopt policies on Indigenous 
Peoples and designate focal points for addressing indigenous issues relevant to 
each respective agency's mandate in order to facilitate the mainstreaming of 
indigenous issues within the UN system. 

5. Request ECOSOC take action to officially approve and receive reports, studies 
and other documentation relating to Indigenous Peoples or Indigenous children. 



П. DISCUSSION 
We would like to call attention to two critical problem areas with regards to 

methods of work of the Permanent Forum with the UN. 

1. Recognizing the Permanent Forum as an equal within the UN system. 
The Permanent Forum has one of the broadest, if not the broadest, mandate of all 

UN bodies. You are the voice for 500 million indigenous peoples around the world. 
Virtually all indigenous issues are subsumed within your five mandated areas of 
economic & social development, environment, health, human rights, education and 
culture. This means that critical work must be done with other U.N. bodies and agencies 
whose purview relates to these areas. This means you must and should be able to 
participate with bodies like the Commission and Sub-commission on Human Rights and 
global consultations on sustainable development, like the one in Johannesberg, among 
others. We understand that several of you have tried to gain access to these bodies and 
have been denied. 

Not only will this work require authorization, such as the appropriate credentials, 
but it will also require the practical ability to participate, including a budget. Your ability 
to perform will be tempered by your capacity to fund the necessary work. 

Despite being told that the Permanent Forum is a high level advisory body to the 
ECOSOC, we are concerned that you are not being treated accordingly. In particular, we 
are troubled by the reports of disparate treatment you face regarding appropriate 
credentialing and badges to even enter the front door for these sessions. Last year, in his 
address to the Permanent Forum, the U.N. Secretary General, Mr. Kofi Annan welcomed 
you and Indigenous Peoples to the family of nations and therefore the Permanent Forum 
should be treated as equals. 

2. Ability of Indigenous Peoples to participate 
a. Visas 

It is clear that in order to fulfill your mandate, you must be able to work with 
Indigenous Peoples. Therefore, Indigenous Peoples must be allowed to attend Permanent 
Forum sessions. But many Indigenous Peoples have been denied visas to enter the U.S. 
For example, last year 45/50 applicants from Africa were denied entry. Even one of the 
experts from Russia was delayed by six days last year. This year, we hear reports that 
our brothers trying to come from West Papua are not allowed to leave Jakarta, Indonesia. 
Even some of the indigenous interns in the Human Rights program are denied entry and 
are unable to come to work and assist in these events. 

Although we are mindful for the need for extraordinary measures as a result of 
9/11, there is no j ustification to treat Indigenous Peoples experts, organizations, and 
interns as terrorists or security threats. 

b. Need for consultations 
Indigenous Peoples sorely need regional consultations with our various 

representatives from our respective regions. Those of us who can afford to travel to New 
York are few in comparison to those who must remain at home. We also know that the 
Permanent Forum experts are not paid and do not have a budget to come to us. The 
Pacific Basin is a prime example. As you know, our peoples are dispersed among islands 



throughout the vast Pacific with no affordable means of travel. For example, Rapa Nui is 
one of the most isolated islands in our region, which has been ignored by the colonial 
government of Chile and the international community. The Maohi communities are 
virtually unaware of the Permanent Forum and other Indigenous activities within the UN 
system. This is also the case for other island groups who are cut off from communication 
with our international community as they are subsumed within their respective dominate 
colonial governments. We very much need assistance to have our voices heard. 

3. Agency policies and focal points for Indigenous Peoples 
The Decade on Indigenous Peoples has nearly come and gone and many goals 

have not been achieved. True partnership in action can only occur if all UN agencies 
develop and adopt policies on Indigenous Peoples regarding their respective mandate 
areas and designate focal points to address indigenous issues. Without these two critical 
components within each UN agency there is no avenue for constructive dialogue through 
which the UN can appropriately address the needs of Indigenous Peoples. These policies 
must be developed in consultation with Indigenous Peoples and in accordance with 
existing human rights standards. 

4. Officially receiving studies, reports & other documentation on Indigenous 
Peoples 
Over the years, there have been certain studies and reports generated by the UN 

system, which have yet to be formally accepted by the ECOSOC. One example is the 
Daes Study on Heritage, which Indigenous Peoples are using to work with agencies and 
states on issues including treatment of burial remains and native crafts, art, etc. 
ECOSOC needs to formally accept these documents, but as yet, has not done so. 


