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Mme Chair 
Distinguished members of the Forum 

UNFPA would like to express its gratitude to the members of the Forum and to the Secretariat 
for allowing us to participate today. Being part of this Forum grants us a great opportunity to listen to 
your concerns and to learn from your wisdom. 

UNFPA is currently making efforts to mainstream indigenous issues throughout its programmes. 
We are pleased to have included for the first time in our report to the Permanent Forum - a complement to 
our already existing programmes in Latin America - information on some of our programmes which 
support indigenous women in the Asia-Pacific region. It is also with great pleasure that we inform you of 
the draft of the Midterm Strategic plan 2008-2011, which contains three cross cutting concerns: working 
for young people, humanitarian assistance and special attention to marginalized and excluded 
populations. 

In the latter, it is stated that UNFPA will give special attention to initiatives that contribute to 
reducing social and economic gaps and to creating an equitable society. Through data collection and 
analysis as well as qualitative studies, UNFPA will identify excluded and marginalized groups and assess 
their needs - with a particular focus on their sexual and reproductive health. Specifically, UNFPA will 
target, among others, indigenous peoples and minorities (ethnic and others), women living with 
disabilities, refugees and internally displaced persons. It is also worth mentioning that UNFPA will 
promote the participation of those groups in the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the 
country programme and national development frameworks. 

Since 2000, UNFPA has adopted a culturally sensitive approach to its programmes. This 
approach - which furthers human rights principles and international standards through the understanding 
and respect of cultures outside of the Western system of beliefs - is crucial for UNFPA's endeavors in 
dealing with indigenous issues and assisting the implementation of the recommendations of the 
Permanent Forum. 

UNFPA is aware that there are aspects which are particular to indigenous peoples' health 
needs. Providing effective health care, especially preventive care, depends on the ability of medical and 
social services to accommodate cultural beliefs and practices. From many years of experience, UNFPA 
and its partners know how to deliver reproductive health information and services in a wide variety of 
settings. 

UNFPA is also aware that indigenous peoples' perception of the world is essential to their identity -
development policies must reflect and reinforce those understandings. Indigenous peoples have much to 
contribute to development - building the social fabric should find a way to allow a political space for 
indigenous peoples to become architects and agents of their own development policy. 
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UNFPA's findings, along with its work with indigenous peoples mostly from the Latin America region, 
can be summarized as follows: 

Promotion of bilingual education with sexuality and reproductive health contents is critical for 
adolescent empowerment and development. If linked to employment generation and micro credit 
initiatives - they can be powerful tools for poverty reduction 

Indigenous women are twice as likely not to attend health services as non indigenous women. The 
integration of maternal mortality reduction programmes with poverty eradication initiatives, including 
infrastructure improvements projects, is critical for the reduction of maternal deaths and poverty among 
indigenous women. Moreover, secondary education doubles the probability of indigenous adolescent girls 
in delaying marriage and their first pregnancy. Promotion of bilingual education with sexuality and 
reproductive health contents is also critical for adolescent empowerment and development. 

UNFPA's programmes aim to improve the reproductive health of indigenous women, with an 
emphasis on reducing maternal deaths and morbidities, while empowering indigenous communities, 
including indigenous women. Main interventions focus on providing indigenous women with quality 
health care, including emergency obstetric care, voluntary family planning and skilled attendance at birth. 
UNFPA also supports efforts which enable and empower indigenous women to demand their rights, 
including their reproductive rights. 

Additionally, UNFPA promotes intercultural health models in which two different health systems 
coexist and complement each other. These models encourage the participation of local traditional 
midwives and indigenous community committees in maternal mortality reduction services. UNFPA also 
carries out data collection and evidence-based studies, advocacy and promotion of indigenous groups' 
networks, partnerships, and bilingual literacy programmes. 

Moreover, UNFPA's gender approach in the Latin America region revalues the indigenous notion of 
well-being, which honors complementarity and reciprocity between the feminine and the masculine 
worlds - both physical and spiritual. 

Finally, I would like to express our appreciation and utmost gratitude to the Executive Secretariat and 
five members of the Permanent Forum, including the chairperson, who will be at UNFPA headquarters on 
29 of May for our one-day meeting and sensitization session with UNFPA staff. We sincerely believe 
that this meeting will provide a unique opportunity to discuss how UNFPA can further contribute to the 
improvement of the lives and human rights of indigenous peoples throughout the world. 
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