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Thank you Mr. Chairperson. We are very pleased to see you sitting up there. This 
intervention is being made on behalf of the Tetuwan Oyate (Lakota Nation). I am here with 
my legal secretary, Kent Lebsock. As you are well aware, we represent the traditional Lakota 
Nation. 

In opening this session of the Working Group the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
welcomed us to "adulthood." We want to thank him these words and agree that it is time for 
us to stop acting like little children. This applies especially to certain state governments who 
feel they can operate outside standards of justice and equality that is a traditional way of life 
for Indigenous peoples. The government of the country surrounding my territory in North 
America has historically acted like a small child. It is a small child in the history of nations. 
We need to ally, all of us, nations, NGOs and Indigenous peoples groups, so that one standard 
applies to the world and all its people. No one nation can be permitted to dictate its will on 
others. No nation can be allowed to ignore international treaties, use military force to occupy 
sovereign lands, occupy ancient lands, turn its back on international attempts to combat the 
pollution of our common planet, or dictate how and who must eat genetically engineered 
foods. That country is now showing its true colors to the world and its arrogant bullying can 
no longer be tolerated. Putting a bounty on world leaders or spending billions of dollars to 
seek revenge against certain individuals are not the actions of a mature nation or an adult. 
We are experienced in this area. In the 19 t h century the American government put a bounty 
of up to $100 on the scalps of Indians, whether they were men, women or children. It is 



necessary to expose this history to the world, because the history continues. Innocent women 
and children are being killed in Baghdad and the murder of Indigenous peoples continues 
around the world. 

We believe two important steps must be taken to advance an alliance of nations and 
Indigenous peoples against this type of tyranny and the behavior of rogue nations so that all 
nations are governed by the same human rights standards. 

1. The Declaration on Indigenous Rights must be passed. The Declaration sets forth 
critical standards for Indigenous peoples and does nothing more than bring our 
rights in line with the rights of the rest of the world's people. Some governments 
must stop the constant harassment of the provisions, the nitpicking over brackets, 
and accept that we are all human beings with human rights. We are willing to talk 
about the language but only to the extent that the basic principles of self-
determination and control over our lands and resources are preserved. To do less 
is to betray the sacred trust put in us by our peoples. 

2. The Study on treaties prepared by the Special Rapporteur contains many 
important guidelines that can help the entire world of nations resolve some of the 
issues that lead to inequality and injustice. We believe this applies to treaty and 
non-treaty Indigenous nations alike. We are holding a treaty gathering in August 
to once again consider this critical document and ways in which it might be used 
in international forums. We are very pleased that at least one of the members of 
the Permanent Forum will attend as well as representatives from many treaty 
nations. We would like to also invite any of you in this room to come. Our 
meetings are always traditional and open. We also support and applaud the 
working group's efforts to hold an expert seminar on treaties and would be proud 
to participate in the planning of this important event. 

If we are to heed the words of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and act like adults it 
is important to recognize that Indigenous peoples are the elders of the world family. Our 
knowledge, our history, our connection with things animate and inanimate can help all of our 
peoples to live in peace and harmony. We appeal to everyone, especially the nation states, to 
accept the challenge and stop acting like small children. Working together we will find 
justice in the eyes of the whole world. 


