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Qooip Statement of  the Indigenous Peoples' Peace Campaign at the 16th Working Group on Indigenous 

Population 27-31 July 1998: Agenda Item 5. ^O 
Madam Chairperson, 
Thank you for  giving me the floor. 
On behalf  of  the Asian Indigenous Peoples' Peace Campaign, I would like to draw you attention to the ^ 
appalling plight of  the indigenous population in the so called «North East» India, in getting the basics of 
education taken for  granted in the western hemisphere and the threat to the languages spoken by them. ^ 
All die indigenous languages of  the North Eastern provinces of  India have been under threat since the ^ 
colonial period, which is truer today. Even Assamese, the lingua franca  of  the region and the state 
language of  Assam had to struggle to survive. But, with the current day policy of  national integration > 
and making Hindi a compulsory subject in schools and reviving of  the Aryan language Sanskrit can only 
be seen as undermining the regional languages and the culture to dilute the ethnicity. 
In respect of  education, literacy seems to be increasing but true education is to create a whole person, a 
person who is able to understand and enjoy the freedom  of  thoughts and imagination. 
In the above geographical region, it has taken an awfully  long time for  the rays of  the advantages 
offered  by the UN charters to reach the population. Worryingly, to stifle  any progressive knowledge, the 
government machinery is at work against the freedom  of  expression gaining grounds. 
Even in the path of  acquiring knowledge to pass examinations, at least in Assam, to develop a fear 
psychosis, teachers have been shamed by the military by forcing  some of  them to wash army vehicle or 
stay knelt at the front  of  school gates. 
One incidence that happened in the district of  Kamrup, Assam, while some students were taking tuition 
before  their final  examination at a teachers house were shot dead by the army on mere suspicion of  them 
being involved in anti state activities speak for  itself  of  the gravity of  the situation. 
The lack of  education and information  of  the masses is giving a Carte a blanche to the police and 
military in Assam to violate human rights as gleaned from  the various reports received by this 
organisation. It is understood that some human rights violations by the Indian Security Forces on the 
indigenous people of  the region have been reported to the Working Group in the recent years by some 
regional or national organisations. But, these cases are only the tip of  the iceberg. Even as recently as on 
16th of  last month Indian military personnel in Nalbari, Assam raped nine women including two minors. 
Under these circumstances Madam, appointment of  a Special Rapporteur to look into die overall 
Human Rights situation of  the indigenous people of  Assam and the so called north-eastern region of 
India is being sought so that the learning process can continue and the languages do not die out. 
Mukul Hazarika 
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