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Mr. Chairperson, Dist inguished Participants, Friends, Col leagues , Ladies and Gentlemen: 

In ils work addressing the needs of vulnerable and disadvantaged groups - including 
indigenous peoples - U N - H A B I T A T receives guidance from the Habitat Agenda and other 
international instruments and frameworks related to economic and social development and 
human rights. Most notable among these are the Millennium Declaration Goal of, by 2020, 
having achieved a significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers. 

As humankind is increasing!) becoming urbanized due to rural-urban migration and urban 
sprawl the concerns or indigenous peoples are also increasingly taking on an urban 
dimension. Experiences from cities and towns from all around the world indicate that modern 
urban lifestyles are already quite problematic for large groups of indigenous peoples. In this 
clash of cultures and lifestyles, indigenous peoples - and particularly indigenous children and 
youth face formidable challenges in their quest to retain their traditional culture. 

UN-HABITAT, while focusing on the progressive realization of housing rights, including the 
inclusivcncss and social integration in human sett lements, undertakes activities related to 
indigenous peoples primarily within three initiatives, namely, the "Global Campaign on 
Urban Governance" , the "Global Campaign for Secure Tenure" and the "United Nations 
Housing Rights P rogramme" . 

The United Nations Housing Rights Programme has been initiated jo int ly with the Office of 
the High Commiss ioner for Human Rights in compliance with Resolut ion 16/7 of the 
Commission on H u m a n Sett lements and Resolutions 2001/28 and 2001/34 of the 
С ommission on Human Rights. The primary objective of this P rogramme is to promote and 
contribute to the global process of the full and progressive realization of the human right to 
adequate housing for the urban poor, vulnerable and disadvantaged groups - including 
indigenous peoples . 

In addition to a general focus on the right to adequate housing for all, U N H R P has a 
particular focus on the rights of vulnerable and disadvantaged groups , including indigenous 
peoples. Furthermore, one of the immediate objectives of the Programme is to promote 
awareness and effective measures on gender d imensions of the right to housing. The 
promotion and protection of indigenous women's equal right to housing, land and property is 
an integral p a n of this objective. While research on the rights of indigenous peoples has so 
far focused mainly on their land rights, there still is a need to identify to what extent 
indigenous peop les ' housing rights are recognised and implemented. 

As noted by the Execut ive Director of U N - H A B I T A T during her address to the first session 
of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the first phase of the Uni ted Nat ions Housing 
Rights Programme has a specific focus on the needs of indigenous peoples . Consequent ly, the 
Programme has initiated a s tudy entitled "Indigenous Peoples ' hous ing rights". The study is 
expected to he completed by the end of 2 0 0 3 . 

The objective of the study is to identify the current staius of, obstacles to and practical 
solutions for greater protect ion and promotion of housing rights of indigenous peoples . 
Specific attention will be paid to the various elements of the right to adequate housing, such 
as homelessness , security of tenure, accessibility, affordability and cultural adequacy, which 
will be analyzed in the context of indigenous peoples . The principles of equality and non
discrimination will be linked to each of these elements throughout the research project. The 
study will provide a compi la t ion of information, an analysis of the existing situation and a 
forward-looking perspective on actions at various levels, which can contr ibute to 
improvements in the l iving condit ions of indigenous peoples . The study will have a particular 
focus on lhe condit ions of indigenous women, youth and children. 
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U N - I I A B I T A T and O H C H R have joint ly established a team to work on this initiative, and a 
consultant has been engaged to work specifically on this topic. 

The study will review U N - H A B I T A T and O H C H R literature related to land, housing, 
property and inheritance rights, as well as other UN and, most of all, non-UN sources. 
Furthermore, indigenous peop les ' organizations and networks will be contacted, and 
interviews will be carried out with men and women representatives of such organizations and 
networks, and other relevant organizations and experts. 

The study will not only analyze existing instruments related to adequate housing and 
indigenous peoples , but will also review and analyze how these instruments can be linked. 
This elaboration will also address issues such as whether there is a need for developing new 
tools or new interpretat ions o f relevant rights, to ensure an appropriate focus of the specific 
needs of indigenous peoples . Within this context, the study will focus on the following main 
points: 

• The concept " i nd igenous" will be analyzed both in the context of developing and 
developed countr ies . Case studies will he presented for all major regions. 

• A particular focus will be placed on human sett lements and exclusion (also in view of 
the urban-rural cont inuum of sett lements, ranging from metropoli tan to rural areas, and in 
view of the specific situation of indigenous peoples related to issues such as location "on 
reserve" or "off reserve") . 

• When addressing the right to housing, cultural adequacy d imens ions will specifically be 
elaborated. 

• Evictions, particularly development based evictions, in the context of indigenous 
peoples will be analyzed. 

• Documenta t ion of good and bad practices regarding indigenous peop les ' housing rights. 
• Review and analysis of existing national legislation promot ing and protecting 

indigenous peop les ' housing rights including land and property. 
• Review the existence of discrimination in law, policies and practices against indigenous 

peoples in general, and against indigenous women in particular, in respect of access to and 
control over land, housing, property and inheritance. 

• Available disaggregated statistical data on indigenous peoples will be compiled and 
analyzed to provide an overall picture on the discrimination/exclusion confronted by 
indigenous peoples . 

• Housing rights of indigenous peoples will be linked to the question of the status of land 
rights. 

The beneficiaries of this research initiative will be policy makers deal ing with the rights of 
indigenous peoples in general and housing rights in particular, researchers , practit ioners and 
organisations involved in related issues. The ultimate beneficiaries arc the indigenous peoples 
themselves, part icularly indigenous women , who may use the findings and recommendat ions 
of this study for the improvement of their living conditions. 

Distinguished friends and col leagues, 

In conclusion, and while thanking you for your attention, it is a pleasure to inform you that as 
part of this research initiative, U N - H A B I T A T and the O H C H R has prepared a quest ionnaire 
to provide the basis for the collection of most recent data and information on the housing 
rights of indigenous peoples . This questionnaire will be disseminated to relevant 
organizations and ne tworks of indigenous peoples. W c wish to request your full co-operation 
in complet ing this quest ionnaire as accurate and elaborate as possible , to ensure that the 
findings of this research project can be as comprehensive and useful as possible. 

Thank you. 

2 


