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Methods of work of the Forum with the 

United Nations system 

Joint presentations on behalf of the Inter-Agency Support Group 

1) General information about the formation of the IASG - Lee Swepston, ILO 

2) A report / briefing on the IASG meetings in 2002 and 2003 - Lee Swepston, ILO and 
Navin Rai, World Bank 

3) A presentation of the Joint UN Data Paper - Jacqueline Sims, WHO 

4) Concerns of the IASG - Lee Swepston, ILO 

- How to ensure that there is a two-way relationship between the PF and the 
other parts of the UN system, with information and expertise flowing both 
toward the PF, and from it. 
How to ensure that the PF has a clear understanding of the place (mandates 
and resources) of indigenous concerns within each of the 
agencies/programmes, and a discussion of how the PF can best support and 
encourage that work. 

- How to ensure that budgetary allocations to indigenous issues within the UN_ 
system are not simply displaced from one agency/programme to another, but" 
are in fact increased; and the role of the Member States in allocating human 
and financial resources to work on indigenous issues, throughout the system. 

- The extent to which the DESA secretariat of the Permanent Forum will be 
operational, and means to avoid duplication of work for which expertise 
already exists elsewhere. Related issue: how to request that studies and other 
materials for the PF be prepared by the organizations of the UN system, when 
appropriate. 

- How best to ensure that different parts of the UN system are consulted to 
ensure that recommendations to them and framed in the most productive way. 
How to avoid parallel processes and work across the system. 

- Need to rotate PF meetings between New York and Geneva, and perhaps 
further. 


