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Madame Chairperson, distinguished members of the Permanent Forum, delegates, 
ladies and gentlemen, colleagues, and special guests, 

It is with great pleasure that I address the Permanent Forum on behalf of the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) here today, with the view to furthering 
positive relations between indigenous affairs and international migration and to enhance 
collaboration with our Inter-Agency Support Group partners. In preparation for this sixth 
session of the Permanent Forum, IOM has provided a report highlighting its activities 
concerning indigenous peoples, in alignment with the objectives of the Second 
International Decade of the World's Indigenous Peoples, and in response to a number 
of recommendations from last year's session. 

This year's special theme on "Territories, lands and natural resources" is significant to 
IOM, as displacement from their ancestral lands can force indigenous peoples into a 
kind migration that is not orderly or by choice. Realizing the intrinsic relationship 
between indigenous peoples and their territories and lands, IOM can offer its assistance 
through our claims programmes, offering expertise in property restitution and 
compensation programmes. 

As we know, there a number of reasons that displace indigenous peoples from their 
lands and territories, but the impacts of climate change bring about their own specific 
challenges that demand the attention of the international community. As it has been 
researched, indigenous peoples' lands face more vulnerability due to their remoteness 
in some cases, and because a number of indigenous communities rely heavily on their 
territories for sustenance. When indigenous peoples' survival is dependent on seasonal 
crops, fishing and hunting seasons, and resources from their bio-diverse territories, the 
impacts of climate change including the destruction of ecology and livelihood has forced 
indigenous communities to migrate. Because mitigation plans against climate change 
may represent a new challenge for indigenous communities when they do not take into 
account the perspectives of indigenous peoples, indigenous peoples themselves must 
become co-authors of any plans to counteract the devastating effects of climate change. 
Furthermore, indigenous peoples have proven the sustainability of their lifestyles and 
their territories for centuries and it is because of this reason that indigenous peoples 
must be involved in all plans regarding the preservation of their lands and of local 
wildlife, including plans to prevent deforestation, drought, or extinction of certain plants 
and animals. 

Madame Chair, distinguished members of the Permanent Forum, 

In April 2006, IOM and the Secretariat of the Permanent Forum jointly organized an 
expert workshop on Indigenous Peoples and Migration which fed into last year's session 
of the Permanent Forum. In continuation of this important theme, IOM has sought to 
analyze and investigate further this intersection of indigenous peoples and migration 
through a paper entitled "Indigenous Routes: A Framework for Understanding 
Indigenous Migration". This paper seeks to review the major causes and circumstances 
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of indigenous peoples' migration and to identify those particular migratory patterns that 
characterize migration of indigenous peoples as unique features distinctive from other 
migratory flows. The main migration patterns of indigenous peoples discussed in this 
paper are internal migration and urbanization of indigenous individuals and 
communities, transborder indigenous migration, and international migration of 
indigenous individuals. This paper recognizes that despite the many challenges faced 
by indigenous peoples in their migration journeys, their resilience and their adaptability 
which have help sustain them for centuries may help contribute to their own 
development when they chose to migrate. This notion is further explored in discussing 
the developmental impact of indigenous' diasporas including the use of financial and 
social remittances, and impact that indigenous peoples have when and if they return to 
their communities. This paper will soon be made available on the website of the IOM 
Office of the Permanent Observer: http://www.un.int/iom. 

Finally, Madame Chair and distinguished members of the Permanent Forum, IOM had 
the opportunity to collaborate with its UN partners, with the support of the Government 
of Canada, in the recent International Expert Group Meeting on Urban Indigenous 
Peoples and Migration which was held in Santiago last March. The results of this 
meeting are a part of the documentation of this sixth session and we look forward to 
discussing this topic in further detail at next week's Vz day session on "urban indigenous 
peoples and migration", as we believe this issue deserves particular closer attention. 
For IOM, we hope that this is just the first of many opportunities to collaborate and work 
in cooperation with the Permanent Forum, other UN partners, indigenous experts and 
other stakeholders on this very crucial topic. 

Madame Chair, Distinguished Members of the Permanent Forum, 

The nexus between indigenous peoples and migration has rightfully gained increased 
attention over this past year; its relation with development issues is under close scrutiny 
and indigenous peoples' interests and concerns need to be injected into this 
international debate, starting with the Global Forum on Migration and Development this 
July. Identifying the challenges and responses to this intersection, while also exploring 
avenues of cooperation amongst UN agencies, organizations, governments and 
indigenous communities, are necessary steps to be taken in fully exploring the nexus of 
indigenous peoples, migration and social-economic development. IOM looks forward to 
continued cooperation and collaboration with interested stakeholders on this significant 
matter and hopes for a successful session of this year's Permanent Forum. 

Thank you for your attention. 
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