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Item 4(b) 

Globalization 

Mr. Chairman, members of the working group, government representatives, NGOs, brothers, 
sisters, and all indigenous peoples representatives 

The start of a new millennium no doubt presents a major threat to the needs, interests, 
fundamental rights, and freedoms of indigenous peoples in the face of economic, trade, and 
finance in the name of globalization. 

As we are all aware, indigenous peoples are not yet fully recognized, especially on the 
African continent. Therefore, unequal globalization is undermining the rights to existence, 
particularly the Maasai. The advances made in indigenous peoples' rights and international 
human rights law in the past century have been won through indigenous peoples advocacy, 
efficacy, and human rights movements. 

Mr. Chairman, in the name of globalization, national economic policies divert indigenous 
lands, water and other natural resources from meeting local needs like food, shelter and 
medicinal plants for healing of our different illnesses or diseases. 

Mr. Chairman, not only does globalization alienate peoples resources, destroying livelihoods, 
destroying the environment and local economies of indigenous peoples, it creates poverty and 
creates displacement and conflicts among Maasai and other communities. 

Exploitation of natural resources within Maasai peoples lands and territories without proper 
consultation and consent of the peoples always leads to conflicts because our people have a 
right and a moral duty to defend themselves against this kind of attack. 

Due to lack of proper legal protection of indigenous peoples against globalization many 
Indigenous languages and cultures are already on the brink of extinction. We fear for this risk 
to the Maasai peoples. Indigenous peoples not only have a right to preserve their way of life, 
we also hold vital knowledge of animals, natural resources that also include plants, fruits, 
honey, etc. Within our culture, traditional norms include secrets of how to manage the 
environment in a more friendly and sustainable way. In conclusion, Mr Chairman, 
globalisation is here to destroy not only what was the little left by colonization, but also to 
destroy the existence and survival of the Maasai. The Working Group should move very fast 
to develop international human rights standards that will protect our people against the forces 
of globalisation. Globalisation represents the narrow and selfish interests of those who do not 
have a human face or human heart and therefore they may stop at nothing in order to achieve 
their narrow economic goals. In the name of trade, economic finance, and technology they 
destroy the environment and destroy our traditions, customs, norms, and livelihoods. This is 
the time we must say no to this high level of greed that has neither measure nor limits. We 
need the working group to start developing international human rights standards to protect the 
Maasai from this greed and selfishness. 
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