
STATEMENT BY DANIEL OLE TENAAI 
(Olpadep Programme) Kenya 

Hon. Mr Chairman 
Ladies and Gentlemen 

In this essential Conference my name is Daniel Ole Tenaai. I am attendingtHis 
conference in my capacity as an indigenous of Africa and particularly of the Maasai of Kenya. 
Mr Chairman Ladies and Gentlemen. The land question in Kenya is a colonial legacy. The 
colonization of Kenya first by Omani Arabs at the Coast and the British towards the end of 
the 19 th century had great impact on land relation in the country. Africa's traditional system 
that had stabilized through centuries of revolution was suddenly disrupted through 
expropriation of large areas of the country by the application of laws that were alien in the 
customary way of life. 

Mr Chairman. At independence this foreign system was adopted by the independent 
government and expropriation of Africa lands legalized in the Kenya independence 
constitution but this one basically geared towards re-distribution. Such reforms are carried out 
without a comprehensive policy on land, a situation that obtains to date. 

Mr Chairman we the Maasai of Kenya have continued to be land losers as our land 
was and still is being expropriated through land grabbing and corrupted by land adjudication 
and many other means of Maasai Human Rights violation. 

Mr Chairman and members of indigenous communities the dominancy groups are still 
pursuing the poor Maasai by grabbing the small remaining portion. A glaring example of this 
rampant grabbing is the Olooseos case which is a study case. For your information Ladies and 
gentlemen Olooseos is an area situated in the heart of Maasai land. The area is in Ngong 
division in Kajiado district. This area Olooseos was set apart for rural development purposes. 

In addition to the above case we have a similar case of land in the area just adjacent to 
the Olooseos farm is another farm which is much bigger (3000 acres) which was also grabbed 
by the Presbyterian Foundation of East Africa without consulting members of that concerned 
community. 

Mr Chairman, 

Due to the above mentioned and State problems the Maasai are still facing in their 
daily lives, it makes it very necessary and important for the continuation of the UN Decade 
for Indigenous Peoples. I do suggest that during the next decade, the focus of land and other 
natural resources becomes the key priority area with programme and activities that will 
support indigenous peoples over social injustices and protect their lands through both national 
laws and international Human Rights law. 

In conclusion and for your information, Mr Chairman and Members of the Indigenous 
Working Group, the government of Kenya is doing nothing to assist this poor and oppressed 
community. 

Thank you. 
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