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Colonisation, more specifically with the arrival of the Whites at the Cape of Good 
Hope in 1652, led to the numerical, social, economic and linguistic decline of the 
Khoe in southern Africa. 

Looking at the cultural aspect, language and identity are intertwined. Using their own 
language would enable the Khoe to rapidly transfer knowledge and would enhance the 
acquisition of languages of wider communication. Linguistic marginalisation 
through implicit implementation, or the lack thereof, of what is regarded as a fair and 
sound language policy has resulted in the statistics of mother tongue medium of 
instruction in the formative years of schooling remaining at about 33% for the past 
seven years. By now there should have been an increase in the number of learners 
instructed through Khoekhoegowab. The lack of use, or the limited use of our mother 
tongue in schooling result in more failures, increasing school dropout rates and less 
gain from the education system. 

Has the use of the former colonial languages as official languages as its goal the 
demolition of our indigenous languages? Killing our languages means killing our 
already marginalized culture and cultural practices. It is widely accepted that 
language is the vehicle of cultural transmission, but if that vehicle is not allowed to 
carry its load any further, how will it ever deliver its load? The low status accorded to 
African languages and the elevated status of the colonial languages is nothing but 
colonial linguistic cannibalism. 

The advantages of mother tongue education was proven over the years and the 
pronouncement by UNESCO in the early 1950s about the use of vernacular languages 
at least in the early years of education is, in my opinion, not yet proven wrong. It is 
not only about the preservation of the Khoe language, it is also about the benefits our 
children will get from formal education. If we have to withstand and be competitive 
in the face of globalisation in all spheres of life, I assume that education will be one of 
the key elements that would empower us to face the challenges posed by 
globalisation. If not we will face certain demise as a distinct people and assimilated 
into this 'global nation' and enslaved for life through globalisation. 

The questions in the final analysis remain: What will happen to our distinct cultures 
in this age of globalisation? What will happen to our belonging to a certain distinct 
identity? Indigenous peoples have no economic power, and globalisation measures 
people only by their level of relative importance in the international trade. Is there 
still something left of our depleted traditional knowledge? Indigenous people still do 
not benefit from the activities of ethnobotany, ethnozoology and other ethnosciences 
as far as their traditional language is concerned as multinational companies are 
exploiting it. What will happen to our indigenous property or land? How will we 
attain that economic capacity to become significant role-players in the global village? 


