
IfoCip 
ARCHIVES^ 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND GLOBALISATION 
21" Session of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations 

2 1 - 2 5 Jury 2003 
Lena M. Davids 

Huisen Women's Organisation, Namibia 

The African woman, and in particular the Khoe women are counting amongst the 
most marginalized in Namibian society. They are impoverished, semi-literate, 
illiterate in most cases and jobless. They make out most part of domestic servants in 
our country and are paid very low wages by their employers. They have to feed 
themselves and their children. They have to pay municipal bills and school fees. 
They just simply can't maintain themselves. It is against this background that we 
should look at globalisation and development. 

Development can rightfully be seen as a process whereby change is effected in the 
lives of people, such as improving the standard of living or the quality of life of 
people. But if development is only for the benefit of a selected few, those who invest, 
how will it ever benefit the broader masses, and in particular the Khoe people and its 
women. 

The inequality in Namibian society is still prevalent more than decade after the 
independence of our country. Without having been able to address these inequalities 
that is more apparent in indigenous people, we now have to face globalisation. This 
implies that with globalisation the inequalities in our societies will continue. It will 
probably aggravate and enlarge the disparities in society. If we were unable to 
address and redress inequalities as a direct result of colonisation, how will the Khoe 
be able to withstand the pressures of globalisation? 

Policies are in place to address issues such as poverty and rural development, 
education and training, reproductive health, violence against women and children, 
economic empowerment, power and decision-making. No policy will empower Khoe 
women unless they are part and parcel of the process through active participation. If 
they are not part of decision-making through participation, it will remain 'foreign' and 
no internalisation will take place. People have to know their rights, we have to inform 
them, we have to teach them in their own language that they understand, we have to 
teach them according to their own level. Only when they are properly informed, they 
will see their own role in the global whole. That includes the role in economic 
development and what it requires from them. 

It remains a dream for Khoe women to become part of mainstream economic activity. 
They need to be empowered through education but also through a change in 
traditional practises, which includes the so-called tradional role assigned to women. 
The basis for economic participation and empowerment need to be broadened, if we 
have to benefit from globalisation. 


