
A SUBMISSION AT THE 21ST SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS WORKING 

GROUP ON INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS, GENEVA SWITZERLAND 

Agenda item 4 b 

!Gaitses Mr Chairperson, Indigenous brothers and sisters, 

I, Priscilla de Wet, greet you as a proud Khoekhoe woman of the Chainoqua Indigenous 

Peoples Organisation affiliated to the National Khoi-San Consultative Conference of South 

Africa. 

Globilisation is nothing short of Colonialism and G8 countries imperialism. The question we 

want to ask is this, "Can the United Nations organisation of 192 Nations do anything to stop 

this onslaught? We know what globilisation will result in, when perceived from our 

Indigenous perspective, it leads to job losses due to high tech equipment, environment 

degradation due to more land being used for production in every sphere of industry, health, 

economics and political will which accompanied our near genocide. The bottom line is 

unsustainable development due to the new Free Market evolution. The Free Market is only 

free in that the financially empowered have free reign to exploit and dominate the market 

without regulations. 

South Africa boasts one of the best economies in Africa. It is constantly hailed as a model of a 

"Miracle Democracy" but the Khoekhoe and San peoples in South Africa are again disabled 

due to Patency Laws or the lack thereof. There is nothing in our Constitution that protects 

Indigenous Khoi-San Peoples Collective Intellectual Property Rights and Indigenous 

Knowledge Rights. Our land and resources were taken, now the knowledge that our elders 
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have kept safe, like the deep spirituality of our Rock Art, our arts and craft, medicinal plants 

and even our sacred ceremonies, are all being exploited in this second wave of dispossession 

in the name of Global Tourism and an attempt to bring in revenue. This is not benefiting the 

people to whom this knowledge belongs. 

In South Africa our doors have been opened to the global arena. Our government must put 

protective measures in place so that we can retain out right and access to our collective 

Indigenous Knowledge and Property. Non-indigenous people who have grown rich and are 

now economically empowered buy the expensive Patents and establish tourism initiatives and 

use individual Indigenous People to sell their product. They are also taking our herbs, tea and 

medicinal plants away. Just the other day an American company bought the Patency of our 

Red Bush Tea. Soon we will not be able to use any of our things. Tourism, film and the media 

industry continue to exploit us because we are not free agents and end up signing contracts 

that only benefit the filmmakers. We need capacity building and education, but it must be 

done by indigenous people not by non indigenous who have a history of creating education 

systems aimed at conditioning us. 

We again ask our South African government to review its Patency Laws and stop the sale of 

our culture. This is a gross violation of our Indigenous Peoples Rights. 

In conclusion, the process of globalisation can have a positive impact if we as Indigenous 

peoples, who must protect Mother Earth, continue to combine forces and fight this final 

onslaught of environmental degradation and anihilation. We share the same problems and 

agree on the same principles and process for the healing of our lands and so too, our people. 

Thank you, Mr Chairperson and Indigenous sisters and brothers. 


