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Agenda Item 4a) - Organization - Haudenosaunee Confederacy - Speaker: Mr. Sheldon Cardinal 

Sago. I am here on behalf of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy. The Confederacy consists of many 

Nations including the Mohawk, Seneca, Cayuga, Oneida, Onondaga and the Tuscarora. We are here 

to make the following requests: 

1) We are calling on the UN to recognize the Haudenosaunee Confederacy's sovereignty. 

2) We are calling on the UN to tell Canada to cease and desist its genocidal practices towards 

the Haudenosaunee peoples. 

3) The Haudenosaunee Confederacy has made many Treaties with various countries and it is 

time for these treaties to be properly respected. 

4) As such, we would like to formally invite the Special Rapporteur, Rodolpho Stavenhagen 

to come to Six Nations and meet with the Haudenosaunee Confederacy in order to discuss 

recognition of our sovereignty and the continued Treaty and Human Rights violations 

inflicted upon our people by Canada. 

We made a number of Treaties with a number of European and North American 

Representatives, including Great Britain and by extension, Canada. The Two Row Wampum Belt 

symbolizes one of those Treaties. It can be summarized as follows: 

There is a bed of white wampum which symbolizes the purity of the agreement. There are 
two rows of purple and those two rows have the spirit of your ancestors and mine. There are 
three beads of wampum separating the two rows and they symbolize peace, friendship, and 
respect. 

These two rows will symbolize two paths or two vessels, traveling down the same river 
together. One, a birch bark canoe, will be for the Indian people, their laws, their customs, and 
their ways. The other, a ship, will be for the white people and their laws, their customs, and 
their ways. We shall each travel the river together, side by side, but in our own boat. Neither 
of us will try to steer the other's vessel. 
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Since Canada's Confederation in 1867, Great Britain has allowed Canada to violate this 

Treaty on many occasions. This has occurred because Canada refuses to stay in its own vessel. 

Canada has imposed the terms of the Indian Act onto First Nations. This Indian Act was designed 

to eliminate Indigenous people throughout Canada. It was created to assimilate, Christianize and 

civilize Indigenous peoples. This Indian Act has had extremely detrimental affects on the 

Haudenosaunee people. 

First, in October 1924, the Canadian government enforced the terms of the Indian Act onto 

the traditional Haudenosaunee Confederacy based on an ill-informed government report prepared 

by Lieutenant Colonel Andrew Thompson (who was hired to investigate the Haudenosaunee 

Confederacy and its policies and procedures). As a result of this report, the Royal Canadian Mounted 

Police (RCMP) attended at the Haudenosaunee Council House and literally threw out those who 

were in attendance, specifically the traditional Chiefs and the Clanmothers. Those who refused to 

leave were arrested. It was announced by the RCMP to the Haudenosaunee Council that an elected 

type of government was in power and that this Indian Act system of government would be the only 

legally recognized council according to the Parliament of Canada. In addition, the RCMP seized the 

wampum used to sanction council proceedings and other council records and deposited them in the 

safe at the Indian office in Brantford. 

To this day, the government of Canada will not recognize the true government of the 

Haudenosaunee people, the Confederacy. Canada still supports and maintains the elected (Indian 

Act) Chief and Council system that they imposed on the people. Canada realizes but does not 

recognize that a majority of the people does not support the Chief and Council system. At the Six 

Nations of the Grand River community, less than 3000 people (out of 21,000 people) voted in the 
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last election. This should demonstrate to the world that the Haudenosaunee people do not support 

the elected Chief and Council. 

Second, the Indian Act is greatly impacting the strength of our communities, the women. 

According to one basic principle within the Great Law of Peace, respected and traditional 

Haudenosaunee women were given the responsibility of choosing their leader through their clan 

system. Women were given that responsibility because they were capable in thinking through issues 

and problems instinctively and carefully. In choosing a leader, they were able to watch a young boy 

grow up and were able to determine if that young boy had the qualities and capabilities to be a leader. 

Women were respected for their spiritual and mental strength and men were respected for their 

spiritual and physical strength. Women were given the responsibility in bearing children and were 

given the strength and the power to carry the responsibility through. Men had always respected the 

spiritual and mental strength and women had always respected the men's physical strength. There 

was always a balance between men and women as each had their own responsibilities as a man and 

a woman. 

In a report that was prepared by the Canadian government to investigate the Haudenosaunee 

Confederacy, it commented on women's roles within the Confederacy as follows: 

... a comparatively small number of old women have the selection of those who are entrusted 
with the transaction of business of the Six Nations Indians, while the vast majority have 
nothing whatsoever to say in the choice of their servants. 

It was obvious that the author of this report either ignored or refused to understand the 

traditional form of government. The roles of our traditional women and Clanmothers were to make 

decisions that were in the best interests of their clan, and to reiterate these decisions to the respective 

Hoyaneh. All Hodiyanehso would meet in Grand Council and decide on the best solution for their 



nations. The vast majority of people/clans trusted the solutions being made on their behalf. 

The purpose of the Indian Act was to undermine the strength of Haudenosaunee communities 

by removing the traditional practice of matrilineal descent of Nationhood and identity through the 

women, and replacing it with the European influenced paternal descent. It did it through the 

following steps. 

1. Under the terms of the Indian Act, Haudenosaunee women would lose their "Indian status" 

if they were to marry a non-Native man and their children would not have Indian status. 

These Haudenosaunee women were forced to leave their communities and were not allowed 

back even if they were divorced or widowed. This definition became puzzling when a 

Haudenosaunee woman married a Haudenosaunee man from the United States. Canada did 

not recognized these men as having Indian status and forced the women to move to her 

husband's community. 

2. This clause is extremely damaging to Haudenosaunee communities. The clan and identity 

of the children flowed from the women. In addition, it was expected that the husband would 

move into his wife's long house. However, this traditional system was ignored by Canada 

when it imposed the Indian Act in Haudenosaunee communities. As such, it is blatant 

violation of the Two Row Wampum Belt. 

3. Conversely, when a Haudenosaunee man married a non-Native woman, he conferred Indian 

status onto her and their children were recognized as having Indian status. However, these 

women did not have clans or have lands in Haudenosaunee traditional territories so it left 

many children displaced within their own communities. 

4. Traditionally, Haudenosaunee women owned the lands and the long houses. The Federal 
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Government affected this system by setting up Certificates of Possession which could only 

be owned by the men. 

Another aspect of property was the Wills and Estates provisions. Lands and/or property could 

not be left to widows. It had to be left to the eldest son who was then expected to look after 

his mother. If there was no son then some suitable male from the deceased husband's family 

would be expected to look after the widow. This is another attempt to reduce the power of 

Haudenosaunee women. It is simply imposing patriarchal and paternal values into 

Haudenosaunee communities. 

It can be said that Canada is guilty of cultural genocide through its creation of residential 

schools. In some Haudenosaunee communities, parents were forced to send their children to 

residential schools either under the threat of withholding food rations or under the threat of 

imprisonment. All of the children that attended these schools were either physically, 

mentally, spiritually, verbally, and/or sexually abused in this so-called education institution. 

The detrimental effects of the abuse in residential schools impacted upon many lives of 

0:gwe:ho: we children causing a loss of culture, loss of family bonding, loss of life skills, 

loss of parenting skills, loss of self-respect, and a loss of respect for others. It has caused the 

most social and cultural imbalances for the 0:gwe:ho;we. It has been linked to problems of 

alcoholism, drug abuse, powerlessness, dependency, low self-esteem, suicides, prostitution, 

gambling, homelessness, sexual abuse and violence. 

Before setting foot into residential schools, most of the children were fluent in their own 

language and were well aware of their traditional ceremonies. Missionaries and those who 

worked within the residential schools brainwashed those children into believing that their 



Haudenosaunee way of life was the work of the devil. They were brainwashed into believing 

that they were not worthy of living if they spoke their languages, knew their ceremonies, or 

respected themselves for being 0:gwe:ho:we. Many Haudenosaunee were converted to 

Christianity - a belief that was and is foreign to our traditional belief system. They were 

brainwashed into believing Christianity was their only saviour and were brainwashed into 

believing that they must become civilized into the white world. 

In 1985, the Canadian Government introduced Bill C-31, An Act to Amend the Indian Act. 

Bill C-31 was designed to eliminate the discrimination inherent in the Indian Act. Instead, 

it has increased the discrimination faced by these women. There are situations where the 

family members have differing levels of "Indian status" based on who they married. There 

are examples where a brother married a non-Native woman and his sister married a non-

Native man. The sister regained Indian status as a result of Bill C-31 but her grandchildren 

do not have Indian status. Her brother's grandchildren have full Indian status. 

Canada is trying to wipe out the Onkwehoniwe population based on whom they marry. In the 

future, if the Onkwehon:we marry non-Natives then it is possible that either their children 

or grandchildren will not have Indian status. 

In addition, the Canadian government has given the elected Chief and Council system control 

of Band membership. The Haudenosaunee Confederacy never gave the Canadian government 

the right to define who was Haudenosaunee. We never gave up the right to deal with 

membership issues. Membership is under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Confederacy. As 

such, Bill C-31 is yet another violation of the Two Row Wampum Belt. 

The Haudenosaunee Confederacy is still feeling the effects started by the introduction and 
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creation of the Indian Act. First, Canada still refuses to acknowledge that the true government for 

the Haudenosaunee people is the Haudenosaunee Confederacy. Second, Canada is attempting to 

further entrench non-Haudenosaunee values into our communities. They are trying to entrench 

municipal style governments into our communities through the creation of the First Nations 

Governance Act. They are trying to further reduce our traditional territories through the creation of 

fee simple ownership on our "reserve lands". They are trying to undermine our citizenship through 

Bill C-31. They are trying to further tax Haudenosaunee people on personal purchases and our 

income, locally, nationally and internationally. We are expected to pay duty on goods that are coming 

through our traditional territories. 

Thank you for listening. Nya:weh. 


