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Thank you Mr./Mrs. Chair for this opportunity to address a very important issue of the 
environment. 

Indigenous Peoples have traditionally held that all things are interconnected and that we 
have a responsibility to care for the earth. We are deeply concerned about the current 
state of the environment and the impacts of unsustainable development. Indigenous 
Peoples as shown hi many International fora such as the Convention on Biological 
Diversity and the World Summit on Sustainable Development have a great deal to offer 
the global community. 

Indigenous Peoples have long governed themselves on principles and values incorporated 
in traditional laws. Many of these laws address our relationships with the earth and with 
each other. These laws formed the basis of our societies, sustainable over thousands of 
years. Wé firmly believe that many of these fundamental principles and values are as 
valid today as they ever were, and can serve to inform others about how to achieve 
stronger environmental protection and effective sustainable development. 

There are many international agreements respecting the environment and economic and 
social development. We applaud the effort of the international community to reach such 
agreements. We acknowledge that much remains to be done to implement these 
agreements at the national and local levels. However, we are concerned about the 
relatively limited involvement of indigenous peoples in the negotiation of these 
agreements. The needs, interests, and rights of indigenous peoples are not always 
adequately respected in such instruments. 

We encourage the Indigenous Permanent Forum to establish a clearinghouse of all the 
current environmentally related international agreements that have bearing on Indigenous 
peoples. Further we encourage the Indigenous Permanent Forum to voice clearly to the 
international community to support the meaningful involvement of indigenous peoples in 
the negotiation, adoption and implementation of binding international agreements for 
strengthening nation states environmental commitments in terms of climate change, 
biodiversity, fisheries, aquaculture, marine, extractive industries, agriculture, forestry and 
sustainable development. These agreements must respect our interests along with those 
of others. In particular, we encourage the development of binding international 
agreements to address impact assessment and development protocols particularly with 
respect to traditional indigenous lands. 


