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Distinguished delegates. I am very pleased to have the opportunity to address the Forum today 
on the follow-up to the World Summit on Sustainable Development, which took place in 
Johannesburg, South Africa last year, and the 1 1 t h session of the Commission on Sustainable 
Development, which finalized last week its future organization, programme and methods of work 
for the next phase of implementation of Agenda 21 and the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation. In this regard, I would like to focus my statement on developments that arc 
relevant to indigenous people as one of the major groups of civil society who have been active in 
the sustainable development process. 

Participation in the WSSD Process 

Since its creation following the Rio Farth Summit in 1992, the Commission on Sustainable 
Development has recognized the importance of broad-based participation of civil society in its 
activities, emphasizing a multi-stakeholder approach and endorsing the participation of the nine 
major groups as identified in Agenda 21 in every stage of decision-making and implementation. 

Ten years after Rio. the integration and meaningful inclusion of civil society representatives in 
the World Summit on Sustainable Development and its preparatory process has been hailed as a 
significant achievement and an important step forward in sustainable development 
implementation. Mor&than 8,000 participants representing accredited major group organizations 
participated in the official meeting of the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 
Johannesburg, South Africa last year. All nine major groups, including women, children and 
youth, indigenous people, non-governmental organizations, local authorities, workers and trade 
unions, business and industry, scientific and technological communities, and farmers, were able 
to interact fully with Governments in the official process through plenary discussions, thematic 
dialogues, high-level roundtables, and expert panels. 

During the preparatory process, a total of 737 major group organizations working in the field of 
sustainable development were granted special accreditation status by the CSD to participate in 
the Summit, further enhancing the visibility and impact of civil society presence at the 
international level. 
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A number of useful precedents were set in Johannesburg to enable meaningful participation of all 
major groups. A series of plenary discussions on water, energy, health, agriculture, and 
biodiversity issues and another on regional implementation invited major group representatives 
to sit on expert panels as well as make statements from the floor, and generated a series of 
meaningful interactive sessions on core issues that recognized major groups not only as 
stakeholders but also as accepted and respected partners in sustainable development. Roundtable 
discussions with heads of State and major groups were also carried out, with representation at the 
highest level. On the final day of the Summit, a high-level multi-stakeholder event look place, 
whereby major groups reiterated their commitment to work in the field of sustainable 
development. 

Both accredited and unaccredited NGOs organized and participated in hundreds of parallel 
events that were convened around the Johannesburg Summit, including conferences aimed at 
addressing the needs of specific major groups. 

Just prior to the W'SSD, indigenous people from ait over the world gathered in kimberley. South 
Africa for the Indigenous Peoples" International Summit on Sustainable Development to share 
(heir perspectives and offer their contributions on how to achieve sustainable development, f he 
results of this Summit are contained in the Kimberley Declaration of 28 August 2002 and the 
Indigenous Peoples Implementation Plan of Action, both of which were submitted to the W'SSD 
by the indigenous people's group to express their concerns and reaffirm their beliefs on issues 
pertaining to the rights and cultures of indigenous peoples of the world. 

Efforts by the indigenous people's group to influence the outcomes of the Johannesburg Summit 
are evident in the language contained in the Political Declaration, as it reaffirms "die vital role of 
indigenous peoples in sustainable development." 

Throughout the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, the needs and concents of indigenous 
peoples are addressed on a range of issues, many of which are directly connected to the six 
mandated areas of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. Indeed, the three pillars of 
sustainable development—economic development, social development and environmental 
protection—are incorporated within two of the six mandated areas of the Forum, and the 
remaining areas of health, human rights, culture and education are also referenced in the context 
of the specific needs of indigenous peoples and the importam role that they will play in the 
follow-up to the World Summit on Sustainable Development. 

The JPOI and its Relationship to the PFII 

I would like to briefly discuss how some of the provisions contained in the JPOI are connected to 
the mandate of the Forum, noting that these areas are interrelated and are often addressed in 
conjunction with one another or in connection with related issues in other forums and processes. 

Economic and Social Development 
In addressing poverty eradication, the JOP1 calls for the development of policies and ways and 
means to improve access by indigenous people and their communities to economic activities and 
increase their employment. It also recognizes that traditional and direct dependence on 



renewable resources and ecosystems continues to be essential to the cultural, economic and 
physical well-being of indigenous people and their communities; (paragraph 7e) 

In the improvement of collaboration between natural and social scientists, and between scientists 
and policy makers, emphasis is placed on increasing the beneficial use of local and indigenous 
knowledge in a manner respectful of the holders of that knowledge and consistent with national 
law. (paragraph 109a) 

Environment 
Initiatives are supported to assess the consequences of climate change, such as the Arctic 
Council initiative, including the environmental, economic and social impacts on local and 
indigenous communities, (paragraph 38i) 

Governments are being called upon to develop and utilize indigenous energy sources and 
infrastructures for various local uses (paragraph 20g), and to build the capacities of small island 
developing States for training, technical know-how and strengthening national institutions in the 
area of energy management, (paragraph 59b) 

Measures arc called for to support methods of sustainable agriculture that protect indigenous 
resource management systems (paragraph 40h). promote the conservation and sustainable use 
and management of traditional and indigenous agricultural systems, and strengthen indigenous 
models of agricultural production, (paragraph 40r) 

The JPOl supports the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity by recognizing 
the specific role of youth, women and indigenous and local communities in conserving and using 
biodiversity in a sustainable way; (paragraph 44k) calling for actions to promote the effective 
participation of indigenous and local communities in decision and policy-making concerning the 
use of their traditional knowledge; (paragraph 441) and supporting indigenous and community-
based forest management systems, (paragraph 45h) 

It also backs up efforts to implement the Convention to Combat Desertification by requesting 
financial and technical support lor efforts to integrate indigenous knowledge systems into land 
and natural resources management practices, (paragraph 63) 

Education and Culture 
Numerous references to the dissemination and use of indigenous knowledge reflect a growing 
awareness and appreciation of the importance of indigenous knowledge, culture, heritage and 
tradition as central to all sustainable development initiatives, including: 
• mitigating the impact of disasters: (paragraph 37f) 
• sustainably enhancing the productivity of land and the efficient use of water resources in 

agriculture, forestry, wetlands, artisanal fisheries and aquaculture; (paragraph 40d) 
• developing education and training programmes that enable indigenous and local communities 

to develop and benefit from eco-tourism; (paragraph 43b) and 
• promoting the use of indigenous knowledge in natural resource management, (paragraph 70c) 



Human Rights 
Subject to national legislation, the JPOI also recognizes the rights of local and indigenous 
communities who are holders of traditional knowledge, innovations and practices, and supports 
the development and implementation of benefit-sharing mechanisms, (paragraph 44j) 

It calls for the participation of stakeholders, including local and indigenous communities and 
women, to play an active role in minerals, metals and mining development throughout the life 
cycles of mining operations in accordance with national regulations; (paragraph 46b) 

Health 
In connection with health, the JPOI calis for actions at all levels to promote the preservation, 
development and use of effective traditional medicine knowledge and practices, where 
appropriate, in combination with modern medicine, (paragraph 54h) (paragraph 64d | 

It also emphasizes the urgent need to address the causes of ill health, including environmental 
causes, and their impact on development, with particular emphasis on women and children, as 
well as vulnerable groups of society, such as people with disabilities, elderly persons and 
indigenous people, (paragraph 5T) 

CSD 11 and Beyond 

It is clear that the voices of indigenous peoples are being heard. What we face now is the 
challenge of devoting attention to means of implementation so that their needs may be addressed. 
In the WSSD follow-up period, the CSD has turned its focus to a new multi-year programme of 
work focused on an implementation track. In order to fulfill its mandate, the CSD decided that ils 
future work will be organized as a series of two-year action-oriented "'Implementation Cycles" 
which will include a "Review Session' and a '"Policy Session." The thematic cluster of water, 
sanitation and human settlements will provide the basis for activities aimed at meeting the goals 
and targets set out in Agenda 21 and the JPOI in the first cycle. 

Recognizing that the interdependent and mutually reinforcing nature of sustainable development 
issues requires coordinated partnership efforts among major groups actors at all lev els, CSD! 1 
also reaffirmed the crucial role that the major groups will continue to play in the implementation 
phase, inviting them to contribute further to the work of the Commission and providing for 
continued participation through such measures as: 
• Strengthening major group involvement in the activities of the CSD, including through the 

participation of representatives from major groups at the appropriate level in an interactive 
dialogue during the High-Level Segments: 

• Making multi-stakeholder dialogues more action and implementation-oriented: 
• Enhancing participation and effective involvement of civil society and other relevant 

stakeholders; 
• Promoting transparency and broad public participation; 
• Striving for a better balance and better representation of major groups from all regions at the 

CSD; and 
• Organizing partnership-related and capacity building activities at all levels, including 

partnerships fairs and the learning centres, as part of the meetings of the CSD. 
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To conclude, I would like to encourage all those major groups who are active in the CSD process 
to also become involved in the work of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, with the 
hope that their interest in sharing information and contributing their knowledge on sustainable 
development issues relevant to indigenous peoples will serve to benefit the work of the Forum. 
The Division for Sustainable Development will continue to value the inclusion of sustainable 
development partners and welcomes opportunities to collaborate with the Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues in the years ahead. 


