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It is a great pleasure to be here at this meeting today. I am Masako Ueshiro, coming from 
Okinawa, a small island that currently belongs to Japan, ft is very significant for me as an Okinawan 
to be heard here at WGH*, especially about the problems which Okinawans have endured since the 
colonization and assimilation policies implemented icon us by the Japanese. Today, I maintain that 
the Japanese Government has great responsibility to compensate Okinawans for the societal and 
cultural development that has been lost as a result of the colonization in the 17® century, the 
assimilation policies in the 19* century, and heavier allocation, of American military bases of the 
present time. The issue at stake is becoming more and more serious as globalization in military and 
economy proceeds. In addition to pointing out the problems of Okinawa, I hope this occasion will be 
a great opportunity for indigenous peoples to make a great difference in this unstable world. 

First of all, I'd like to introduce you all a linle bit about the history of Okinawa. Okinawa 
Island, united by the Sbo Dynasty in the fifteenth century, had been enjoying the profitable overseas 
trade not only with China but also with Japan, Korea and other Southeast Asian countries. However, 
in 1609, Japan, which became strongly attracted by the Ryukyu Kingdom's prosperous overseas trade, 
invaded the island and Satsuma forced Okinawans to pay tax and got control of the trade. After some 
300 years of the tributary relationship with the fief and China, Japan formally integrated Okinawa into 
the country in 1879 while implementing the 0380111181100 policy. Yet again, Japan's control over 
Okinawa did not last long either. Based on thé San Francisco Peace Treaty in 1951, while Japan 
regained its sovereignty, Okinawa moved under control of the United States military, which had a 
strong interest in the legion's strategic location in the Far East. In 1972, Okinawa was incorporated 
into Japan again after 27 years of American military occupation. Despite the fact mat Okinawa, 
which occupies only 0.6% of the national land, belongs to Japan, endures 75% of the entire American 
military bases stationed in Japan, occupying 20% of Okinawan mainland, most of which are located in 
the main cities. In addition to this situation, the globalization in military and economy has been 
generating a crisis in Okinawa. 

First, globalization in military, relating more or less to the US military action in most cases, has 
destined Okinawa to be involved in wars the US starts because of US military bases stationed on the 
island. The problem is not only that the US military station creates a danger where Okinawa 
becomes a potential target of those who believe Okinawa is supporting the US military action, though 
it is the Japanese Government which decided to support it, but also mat many Okinawans, who do not 
have any other place to work man the US bases, feel like giving up their pacific thoughts and ethics in 
order to secure their lives. This has a serious impact on the article eighteenth of International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, that secures the right to freedom of thought, conscience and 



religion- "3',np;WiJ 
In addition to mffita^-grotfallzation, globalization in economy will be another threat to Okinawa. 

In the era of rapid economic globalization, economically weak countries will be defeated by powerful 
countries easily. Okinawa will not be an exception because the colonization in the 17th century and 
the current presence of the huge US military bases have been preventing Okinawa from establishing 
major industries and therefore from becoming economically competitive. Needless to say, 
economical globalization can destroy the economy and cultures of economically and politically weak 
countries and regions. Obviously if Okinawa is exploited: by the foreign powers, it will be poorer 
than it is now and the local culture will be seriously damaged. This situation is definitely a threat to 
the article 11* of International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, that recognizes the 
right of everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, and to the continuous 
improvement of living conditions. 

With regard to all these crises, I demand the Japanese government not involve Okinawa in 
America's military globalization and instead bring back what Okinawa had enjoyed through the 
peaceful overseas trades before the colonization by the Japanese Government. First, the Government 
should thoroughly revise the deployment of US bases in Japan, mitigating Okinawa's burden which is 
much heavier than any other part of the nation; secondly it should guarantee the jobs and the quality of 
life of Okinawans who now work on US bases; thirdly, take great responsibility to offer policy 
alternatives where Okinawa can play a unique role in Asia, while taking Okinawa's societal and 
economical development as well as conservation of environment into consideration. 

It is definitely true that the Japanese government has put enormous amount of money on 
Okinawa as a means of compensation for the heavier burden of the US military bases. However, as 
many criticize, it is a "carxot-and-stick policy" or according to Professor Takara of Okinawa University, 
"drug that makes Okinawans subsidy dependent." Obviously, using subsidy as a panacea will not 
work as it used to any more. Instead of constructing roads and buildings, the Government should 
think deeply about the future of Okinawa. Examples of what they can are: establishing an academic 
institute where Okinawa can contribute for other parts of the world; working with UNESCO to 
designate the Ryukyu Islands to gain world natural heritage status regarding the islands 
as a heritage of indigenous peoples. Or, establishing a regional headquarter of the UN 
on Okinawa so we can grow out of a military dependent economy and contribute for the 
development and the peace of the world. 

In my conclusion, the Japanese government must stop involving Okinawans into wars where none 
of us take any initiative, like the war in Iraq or bombing Afghanistan. War is homicide. We do not 
want to get involved in it. Also, they should provide us with places where we can work other man 
the US military bases. Needless to say, this is just compensation for the assimilation policy in 19"1 

century not to say for colonization in the 17* century. In the time of rapid globalization, there are a 
lot that the Japanese government can do for protecting culture and environment and supporting 
development of Okinawa. 


