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1. Number of fac i l i t ies 
2. Total area of fac i l i t ies 
3. Number of military and related civilian 

-.39 ' (as of Mar. 1998) 
24,283 ha (as of Mar. 1998) 

Personnel along with their families. 
1998) 

50,336 persons (as of Sept. 

TT.rWantftriatip.a of U.S. Military Rases cm Okiwwa 

1 . Huge and Highly Concentrated Bases 

• Military bases occupy approximately 10,7% of prefectural land. 
• On main Okinawa Island, the U.S. military bases occupy approximately 19.3% 

of the land, 
• Bases in the following municipalities occupy more than 40% of total land 

area in the municipality: 

(1) Kadena town 82.8% (2) Kin town 59.6% 
(3) Chatan town 5 6 . « (4) Ginoza village 5 1.4% 
(5) Yomitan village 46.9% (6) Higashi village 41 ,5% 

2. High Concentration of U.S, Military Installations and the Excessive 
Burden of the U.S. - Japan Mutual Cooperation and Security Treaty 

• Roughly 25% of a l l fac i l i t ies used by U.S. Forces Japan are located in this 
cramped prefecture, which comprises only 0,6% of Japan's total land rea, 

* In addition, approximately 75% of the total land area exclusively used by U.S. 
Forces in Japan is located in Okinawa. 

ANNEX 3 / fflMPARISm OF ARMS OF MILITARY RASES IN OKINAWA. AHT1 JAPAN 
Source: "Okinawa Prefectural Government"/ March 1995 

OKINAWA JAPAN (except OKINAWA) 
2, 266km" 375, 565kirf 
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US military facilities 
for exclusive use 237k nf 81knf 

US Military facilities 
for temporarily use 8k of 657k nf 

US Military sea sites 
for training 55knf 

US military air space 
for training 94knf 

Japanese military facilities 6krf 1,147km" 

LAMP RTBHTS № THE ffllHAWAN iRYIIKVin PRflPT.K AND TTffi RNVIftflfflffiNTAT, AND 

FlRVETflPMENT TSflBS WR FACE 

1) AnneTfttion nf the Rviilcvii Talmds and Tjmri Tsaiww 

In direct conflict with Article 51 of the Vienna Convention on the law of 
Treaties, the Kingdom of Byukyu was "annexed* in 1872 after being overpowered 
by the Japanese military. Although 2,300 square kilometers of land was 
designated as Okinawa Prefecture by the Japanese government in 1879, there was 
not an influx of Japanese set t lers to the islands. Bather, via a method of 
"indirect rule, " colonisation and assimilation policies were implemented by a 
Japanese-controlled group of e l i te officials. During the 1880s, only 10 to 20 
per cent of the prefecture! government officials were Okinawan, and none of them 
rose above the lowest-ranking positions. Also, the top positions in educational 
insti tutions were a l l f i l led by Japanese. 

At the time of "annexation, " the Japanese government expropriated 6 hectares 
of land in the centre of Okinawa Island for military use. From then on, the 
government used the land without regard to the will of the Okinawan people. 
Between 1895 and 1897, a l l 2,800 hectares.of communal forests to the Okinawans 
(Somayama) were sold to Japanese. The Okinawansl traditional village-centered 
system of communal property was destroyed as al 1 consuoal land was divided 
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into parcels for private ownership and taxes were levied as part of Land 
Planning Project from 1899 to 1903. However, because the adninistration in 
Okinawa was controlled by Japanese, f i r s t priority was given to the central 
government in a l l cases, Baking it easy to force the sale of land for 
government use. During World WarH, the majority of farmlands were confiscated 
and turned into airfields for the Japanese military. 

2 ) From JmqniMH US Colonial BH1E unH UnH Honfisratinn br the OS Military 
Forces 
At the end of World War I , United States military forces unilaterally 

expropriated 7 . 8 per cent of the total land area of Okinawa. This i s in 
flagrant violation of the respect for personal rights and private properties 
provided for in Article 46 of the Hague Regulations Concerning the Laws and 
Customs of Land Warfare of 1907, Furthermore, upon being awarded the administra
tion of Okinawa under the San Francisco Peace Treaty of 1952, the US continued 
i t s military rule and began in earnest t o turn the entire island of Okinawa into 
a vast military compound. Under the pretext that most land registers had been 
burned or otherwise destroyed during the war, and also because the configuration 
of the land parcels changed, a "land confiscation order" was declared in 1953, 
Using armed soldiers with bayonet and military vehicles including bulldozers, 
residents were removed from their lands and their homes and farmlands were 
destroyed. The land of the Okinawan farmers was confiscated to make way for US 
military bases. As a result , having lost the only inheritance left to them by 
their ancestors, and their sp i r i t lost along with the irreplaceable land, the 
majority of fanners had to accept forced relocation. Robbed of their livelihood, 
most farmers had l i t t l e recourse save working as labourers for the 
US military or leaving to join Okinawan communities overseas, including those 
in Japan. This deviates from Article 3 of the San Francisco Peace Treaty and 
clearly conflicts with the sp i r i t of Chapter 12 of the united Nations Chater. 

3 ) The Rights of Okinawan People Concerning the Environ«ent. Devfilnnnftnt. and Land 
The means by which the US military has taken over private property for 

military use is in direct conflict with international laws. As of 1995, 1 0 . 8 
per cent (245 square kilometers) of total land area of Okinawa, 29 sea sites 
(55 square kilometers) and 15 separate a i r spaces ( 9 4 square kilometers) remain 
under direct control of the US military forces. In addition, the Japanese 
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(Self-Defense) Forces hold 6 square kiloaeters, which means that 11.1 per cent 
of the total land area i s occupied by wlon&l military forces. In the case of 
the Okinawa Island, US forces alone occupy 20 per cent of the land. (See Annex 
3) 
Although administrative jurisdiction over Okinawa reverted from the United 

States back to Japan in 1972, i t s t i l l oould be said that i t is not a case of 
there being military bases in Okinawa, rather that Okinawa lies in the midst 
of military bases. After this "re-annexation" by Japan, local governance by 
Okinawans was established. However, jurisdiction over the bases was merely 
shifted to fa l l under the US-Japan Security Treaty. Albeit only 0.6 per cent 
of Japan's to ta l land mass, compared to the Japanese mainland three times the 
amount of US military fac i l i t ies for exclusive use are concentrated in Okinawa. 

Fully aware of th is disparity, the Japanese government nonetheless continues 
i t s system of supporting the OS military, in effect perpetuating Japanese 
colonial rule over Okinawa, under the current situation, because their rights 
concerning the environment and any development are unjustly infringed upon, 
Okinawans are unable to exercise their rights of self-determination. Incessant 
construction of fac i l i t i es has not only resulted in serious damage to the 
dist inct cultural property of the Okinawans, i t as well as military exercises 
have wreaked havoc on the environment. Also, according to a May 1997 survey, 
health problems such as loss of hearing and low body-weight in babies are 
prevalent. The vastness of the bases makes maintenance of the surrounding 
infrastructure impossible, which in turn severely impact the abil i ty of 
Okinawans t o develop thei r own local industries successfully. For example, 
S3 per cent of the land in the town of Kadena is occupied by Kadena Airnase, 
leaving only 17 per cent of the to ta l for the town's 14,000 residents. 
Inability to develop their local industries is reflected in Okinawal s jobless 
rate . Twice that of the Japanese average, overall unemployment in Okinawa has 
reached 6 per cent. Among those in their late teens and twenties, unemployment 
has climbed to a staggering 20 per cent* 

In 1995, against tile background of the dissolution of the Cold War, many 
landholders have refused to renew their lease agreements in protest of the 
bases. The governor of the Okinawa prefecture spurred on the movement when he 
refused to sign the land-use agreements in place of the landholders. In response, 
the Japanese government filed a lawsuit against the governor, while the Supreme 



Court recognized the discriminatory nature,of the central government' spolicies 
in Okinawa, the judgement handed down the following year found in favor of the 
government. In April 1997, a special b i l l revising the land-lease law was pushed 
through the Japanese Diet, making i t legal for the central government to 
continue leasing land to the US military while disregarding the will of Okinawa 
prefecture and those landholders who are against the bases. I t i s imperative 
that we t ry to. resolve these land rights issues, and restore the right of self-
determination to the Okinawan people, through international laws and instruments 
that will guarantee their human rights. 

f.flb'nflitffl Geographical Position and awm Mfht* 

Okinawa is an archipelago consisting of some 160 inhabited and uninhabited 
islands in the East China Sea surrounded by the Japanese Islands, Taiwan and China. 
Okinawans living mainly on Okinawa Island (in Okinawa Prefecture) number about 
1.3 million and many other Okinawans live in other parts of the world, including 
Japan, the United States, and so on. The history of Okinawa has been taking a thorny 
path since the 1 7th century due mainly to i t s geographical position. 

After World War II ended in 1 945 and the colonial administration of Okinawa 
was re-transferred from the military government of the.United States to the 
Japanese government in 1972, both governments have regarded Okinawa as a keystone 
of the Pacific for their military alliance based on the Treaty of Mutual 
Cooperation and Security between Japan and the United States of America. 
Compared to the Japanese mainland, the threefold US military fac i l i t ies have hurt 
the Okinawansl pride and violated their human rights. 

2.Historv as an Independent Nation 

1) Brief History of Rvukvu Kingdom 
In Ryukyu Kingdom, the f i r s t official history book, "Chuzan Sekan", was edited 

and issued in 1650, As most of al 1 peoples* history might begin; the book introduced 
mythic stories on the nation-building of Ryukyu at the beginning. Owing to the 
mythology and the legends, the f i r s t dynasty of Ryukyu was established by the 
Tenson family and the successor dynasty was the Shunten family(1187-1259), 

After some 100 years, King Satto (1350-1395) started to send official envoys to 
pay tribute to and trade with the Chuiese Emperor (Chdko Boeki), and to promote 
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the unity of three small kingdoms into the Byukyu Kingdom, In 1429, King Sho-Hashi 
of Chuzan Kingdom, one of the three^small kingdoms, successfully unified Byukyu 
as a strong Kingdom. After the unification, the trading ships of Byukyu had been 
active in the vast seas between the Eastern and South-Eastern Asia, and the 
Okinawalsland had prospered as a centre b i i l i e relayed trade, In the early 16* 
century, while China, alleged suzerain s ta te of Byukyu, permitted to send Chinese 
traders overseas, European traders, namely the Portuguese and Spanish arrived in 
Eastern Asia and joined the traditional relayed trade in the region. As a result , 
the role and position of Byukyu in the region was gradually lowered and curtailed, 

Ihen the Japanese government (Tokugawa shogunate, which was officially 
established in 1603) aimed to use Byukyu as a tool to resume trade with China which 
was terminated by the previous Toyotomi government* s military invasion into Korea 
in the late 15th century in order to occupy China. Although the Tokugawa government, 
which was holding real power, requested the Byukyu government to send the official 
royal envoy in 1602, the Byukyu government didn't accept the Japanese request 
because maintaining friendship with China had been more important than with 
Japan for them. 

In 1609, under permission of the Tokugawa shogunate government, Satsuma 
"Han*(Shimazu clan), a feudal local lord in the southernmost part of Japan, dared 
to attack and invade Byukyu with veteran soldiers who had survived the Feudal war 
period of Japan. The direct aims of Satsuma was to monopolize the interest of 
trade with for rebuilding the local finance, and to annex the northern part of 
Byukyu as a colony. The invading troops went south and reached the Capital, Shuri, 
along the archipelago by military boats, and kidnapped King Sho-Nei to Satsuma. 

After the invasion, the Byukyu government unwillingly consented to admit the 
rights of Satsuma to trade in Byukyu and to cede the northern islands from the 
Amamis to Yoron to Satsuma. 

21 The Annexation nf ttvnkvn and Japanese Colonization 

While Japan was establishing i t s new modern government, the Heiji government, 
in 1866 King Sho-Tai came to the throne of Byukyu Kingdom in the ceremony with 
attendance by Chinese Imperial Hission (Sappu-Shi), He became the last king of 
his dynasty and Byukyu Kingdom. 

In 1871, the Mei j i government carried out a policy in which i t reorganized local 
governments. I t set up a directly supervised prefectural administration system 



fo^ner S a t ^ ^ ' ; ^ ^ R y u k y y a c ^ ^ 
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.Japanese W , 8 t o ^ Q p ^ n a ^ ? ^ 4 j w i < ^ the ' I t y j ^ f i f t j ^ j tfee disposition 
of Eyukyu, but the chain of events should be naimed the ^ n n a x a U o n ^ i ^ i j ^ ' f r o a 
the Okinawan viewpoint.The Japanese government immediately started a policy to 
drive the Okinawans, or the people of Ryukyu, to assimilate into Japanese by 
various means. 

Just after the annexation, the former dominant class in Ryukyu and exiles fled 
to China launched a movement with a view to restoration of the former Kingdom, 
The Japanese government internally took steps to appease th is movement in order 
to stabil ize the poli t ical situation in Okinawa. Under this policy which was called 
"As-the-ancient-custoffls-go-on* policy, the Japanese government maintained some 
old institutions and refrained from any fundamental democratization of Okinawan 
society ignoring the interest of the Okinawan people. 

Internationally, in earl ier period, the Chinese government did not recognize 
Japan's annexation of Ryukyu, Thus, the status of Ryukyu remained open to question 
at that time, and tension between China and Japan had been raised by the annexation, 
On the other hand, both two countries rivaled each other in the hegemony in Korea, 
and Japan plunged into war against China, the Sino-Japanese War, 1894-1895, and 
won. This meant China lost i t s influence upon the issues pertaining to Ryukyu, 
Thus the Annexation of Ryukyu became unchallenged, and actually Okinawa Prefecture 
was forcedly born. 

3) Battle of Okinawa as the Aftermath of the Annexation 

During the Asia-Pacific War (19414945), part of the World War II , the Okinawans 
endured heavy sufferings and serious damages, The Japanese government easily 
regarded Okinawa as a "Sacrificed Stone* for Japan, and adoptedamilitary strategy 
to gain time in order to strengthen military defense line of the mainland by 
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victimizing the Okinawans. The Japanese Imperial Army deliberately killed 
Okinawan civilians. I t also demanded non-combattants not to surrender and to 
commit collective suicide, Shudan Jiketsu, instead. This history reveals a 
systematic violation of Okinawan human rights by the Japanese government. 

The alleged Agreenent on the Ryukyu Annexation of 1 872 was in contravention 
of the terms of Vienna Convention on Treaty Law, especially those of Article 5 
1, and the customary international law dictating the prohibition of use of foree. 
Therefore i t should be invalidated. 

In our opinion, the Okinawans s t i l l retain their sovereignty to preserve and 
develop their own languages, cultures and religions, based on their distinct 
history. Also, they denounce any assimilation policy and human rights violation 
by the Japanese government. 


