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Item No: 4 (b): ''The Situation of Zo Indigenous People and Globalization' 

Respected Chair Person. 

Expert members of Indigenous Issues and Representatives of Indigenous Populations. 
First and foremost. I would like to place on record my sincere appreciation and gratitude to the 
United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations for granting me the assistance and 
thereby, make it possible for me to represent my people - the Zo people, whose r ights have been 
deprived of due to tripartite Divisions under the British colonization. 

Like wise. I am aware that, there are man> more indigenous people around the slohe who are 
deprived of their rights and hence face similar situations. 

In fact, the needs for rectification of such past errors and restoration of Indigenous Peoples' 
Fundamental Rights become undoubtedly a Global Phenomena, and I do believe that, the 
Principal theme for the session is rightly put forth. 

Reflecting the main theme of this session. 1 would like to take an opportunity to draw the 
attention and remind all concerned bodies of the world regarding the background, unfortunate 
plight of conditions and situations faced by the Indigenous Zo people. 

The Zo people had once grown into one nation, lived in one country, spoke common language, 
and adopted self-governance without any foreign interference. As a result, the Zo people were 
closely knit together by a strong bond of common tradition, culture, customs and practices. 

However, after annexing Assam. Bengal and Burma provinces in their positions, the Britishers 
started to invade the self governing Zo country intermittently till their final invasion, which was 
called "Chin-Lushai Expedition 1888 -1890". They then subjugated the people and divided the 
Zo country into three segments under Assam. Bengal and Burma. However, the Colonizer 
realizing their blunders, resolved to bring 'the whole tract of Zo country under one 
administrative head as soon as this can be done...' in the Historic Chin-Lushai Conference at 
Fort William. Calcutta, in 1892 

As such, even in the Second World War. the Lushai (Zo) Chiefs proclaimed a separate 
Declaration 'to oppose any invaders against the Allied Forces', on 3rd April 1942. to avail of 
the benefit of Atlantic Charter. But most unfortunately though for the Zo indigenous people, the 
Colonizer left the area before fulfilling their promises, for reasons best known only to them. This 
incomplete task of reunification left the Zo people with utter perplexity and bewilderment. Thus, 
the rightful claim never dies down, but lingers on. and the aspiration remains within the heart and 
soul of the Zo people till today. It will remain ever be so, until and unless this past error is 
rectified by way of Reunification and thereby attaining self-determination through a peaceful 



process. 

The adverse impact and consequences of Colonial division and the incomplete task of rectifying 
the past error are tremendous and would take up a whole lot of time even just to highlight the 
same. Nevertheless. 1 would like to point out just one of the many prevailing consequences, as in 
the case of the violations of Human Rights that is being observed in the part of Zo inhabited area. 
South East Asia. North East India under the local Administration of Assam, where in Hmar and 
Thahdo clans of the Zo indigenous people were being threatened and driven out of their ancestral 
land, their houses being burned down, and become refugees in their own land. 

Is this not the height of Human Rights Violation? Could we not play active role, and cry out 
against such gross violation of Humanitarian Law? 

Consequently. I call upon and urge all concerned bodies of the world to reflect more intensely, 
reevaluate, and strengthen international cooperation for the solution of problems. To review 
developments pertaining to ' t he promotion and prelection of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms of the Zo indigenous people in particular, and that of the indigenous populations of the 
world as a whole. 

Once again. Thank You Respected Chair Person, for giving me the floor and while considering 
the unfortunate plight of Indigenous Peoples. I do hope and earnestly appeal again, not to 
forget and find peaceful solution for the future of the Zo people nurtured by nature and 
nature's God. 

Thanking You Chair Person. 

Marina Zohruailiani 
Secretary. 

General Headquarters 
Zo Reunification Organisation (ZORO) 

ZORAM 


