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Thank you, Mr. Chairman, distinguished Government delegates, honorable indigenous 
sisters and brothers, 

I, on behalf of the Parbatya Chattagrama Jana Samhati Samiti, the political party of 
the indigenous Jumma people of CHT (Chittagong Hill Tracts) region in Bangladesh, 
would like to make the following intervention on Indigenous Peoples and 
Globalization. 

Globalization introduced an unequal competition among the developed and under 
developed communities. The indigenous peoples in all over the world are not secure in 
the globalisation. Their lives are in front of the claw of globalization. The existences 
of indigenous peoples are not tolerable and expectable to the globalization. They are 
deprived in alt aspect of life; education, land rights, fundamental rights etc. 

As part of the globalization, development programmes in CHT caused serious harm to 
ecology, ethnicity and traditional ethos of CHT. In the name of development 
programs, the Jumma people had to part with their ancestral land, hearth and home 
and property. In exchange of these developmental programs, the Jumma people got 
nothing significant. Kaptai dam is one of the examples for the CHT people. The CHT 
people have never been consulted and involved in the development processes that has 
taken place so far in the past and a top down approach has been imposed as a result of 
hostile national policy and wrong development approach. 

Following the signing of the CHT Accord in December 1997, a favourable 
atmosphere has been created for initiating sustainable development interventions in 
the CHT. Thus, PCJSS has been urging upon the donor community and funding 
institutions to take development initiatives ensuring acceptability to the local people 
of CHT through involving them in development activities. 

Recently UNDP has undertaken a project named 'Promotion of Development and 
Confidence-building in the Chittagong Hill Tracts' adopting same wrong 
development approach. The project has created controversy, as it is inconsistent with 
the CHT Accord of 1997 and the UNDP' s Policy of Engagement on indigenous 
peoples as well. 

In the project proposal, nothing is mentioned about the role of CHT Regional Council 
and Hill District Councils at any level of the project. Whereas according to the CHT 



Accord, all developmental works in CHT are to be implemented by the Hill District 
Councils under the supervision and coordination of CHT Regional Council. 

This project has included outsider Bengali settlers as beneficiaries who were 
transmigrated population in order to make the indigenous Jumma people a minority in 
their own homeland. Whereas CHT Accord has recognised CHT as predominantly 
indigenous Jumma inhabited region and also recognised the need for preserving the 
unique characteristics of this region and attaining the overall development there of. 
By giving Bengali settlers a chance of access to the benefit of this project, it will go a 
long way to undermine the spirit of CHT Accord to a large extent which will 
ultimately be a dangerous step to the very existence of the indigenous Jumma people 
in their own home land. So, it has been proved that the UNDP Officials in Dhaka 
actually sided with the government for lubricating the process for government 
clearance of its project. 

The most important demand of the CHT people is that the settlers should be 
rehabilitated outside CHT in their original home districts with due honour and 
generous support and UNDP could play an important historic role in this regard. It is 
also a fact that a big number of them are willing to go back to their home districts if 
they are supported by a resettlement programme. 

The UNDP has responsibility on indigenous peoples through its Policy of Engagement 
on indigenous peoples that 'By incorporating the "right to development" in its work, 
UNDP fosters the full participation of indigenous peoples in its development 
processes and the incorporation of Indigenous Perspectives in development planning 
and decision-making. This right is of particular significance to indigenous peoples 
because in their experience, development has tended to be imposed upon their 
communities from outside, often resulting in violations of their "right to 
development", by damaging ancestral lands, water and natural resources. ' 

The United Nations is an international organisation of promoter and protector of 
human rights as well as indigenous peoples' rights. So, the U N D P would come 
forward to establishing indigenous Jumma peoples ' rights, of course, not at the cost of 
undermining the clauses of the CHT Accord achieved through a long struggle of two 
and a half decades. Finally I appeal to the international community that an inquiry 
team involving the indigenous expert should be sent to the C H T for investigating the 
matter. 

Thank you Mr. Chairman 


