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Taking into account General Assembly resolution A RES/59''!74 adopted on 22 
December 2004 which established the "Second Decade ofthe World's Indigenous 
People". The goal of the Second Decade according to this resolution is the further 
strengthening of international cooperation for the solution of problems faced by 
indigenous peoples in such areas as culture, education, health, human rights, the 
environment and economic and social development, by means of action-oriented 
programmes and specific projects, increased technical assistance and relevant 
standard-setting activities. Governments, intergovernmental and non-govemmental 
organizations are urged to contribute to the Voluntary Fund for the Second Decade 
established by the Secretary General for the purpose of funding projects and programmes 
during the Second Decade. The Secretary-Genera! is asked to submit a report to the 
General Assembly at its sixtieth session on a comprehensive programme of action for the 
Second Decade based on the achievements ofthe first Decade. 

Tebtebba (Indigenous Peoples International Centre for Policy Research and Education) 
presents the proposals on the objectives and programme of action for the Second Decade 
after takins stock of the achievements and gaps ofthe First Decade 

Objectives 

1. The adoption of the draft United Nations declaration on the rights of indigenous 
peoples and the further development of international standards as well as national 
legislation for the protection and promotion of the human rights of indigenous people, 
including effective means of monitoring and guaranteeing those rights. 

2. Undertake evaluation of national machineries on human rights and indigenous 
peoples' rights (e.g. ministries of tribal affairs, commissions on indigenous peoples, 
human rights commissions.etc.) to identify strengths and weaknesses which shall 
form the basis of reforming such bodies to become more effective. 
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3. Increase the knowledge and awareness of indigenous peoples of existing instruments, 
agreements, mechanisms (e.g. Special Rapporteur on Indigenous People), bodies and 
procedures within the United Nations, financial institutions, trade bodies, so that thev 
can use more effectively those which promote their rights and critique and reform 
those which undermine these rights. 

4. To further the implementation ofthe recommendations pertaining to indigenous 
peoples of all high-level international conferences and Agreements, including the 
United Nations World Summit on Sustainable Development. Worid Summit on 
Information Society. World Conference on Racism. Xenophobia and al! forms of 
Discrimination, and the implementation ofthe Millenium Development Goals in an 
indigenous-sensitive manner. 

5. To further development and effective use of environmental, social and human rights 
impact assessment methods, indicators which are sensitive to the realities of 
indigenous peoples. 

B. ACTIVITIES TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE MAJOR ACTORS 

United Nations observances 

6. Official observance of the Second Decade in conjunction with the implementation 
and achievement o f the Millenium Development Goals, with a focus on (Indigenous 
Peoples 

Activities ofthe Coordinator ofthe Decade in Collaboration with the OHCHR 

7. Further expand the roster of indigenous experts in various fields who might be 
available to assist United Nations agencies, in collaboration with Governments, as 
appropriate, as partners or consultants, including indigenous human "rights experts. 

8. Encourage the development of partnership projects in association with 
Governments to address specific regional or thematic issues bringing together 
Governments, indigenous people and appropriate United Nations agencies, with a 
focus on human rights. 

9. Launch a series of publications on rights of indigenous peoples to inform policy 
makers, opinion-formers, students and other interested people, including regional; 
instruments and developments e.g. Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
and the African Commission on Human Rights. 

10. Develop, in collaboration with Governments, training programmes on human rights 
for indigenous people, including the preparation of relevant training materials, when 
possible in indigenous languages. 

11. Publish in indigenous languages the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
international human rights conventions and, upon its adoption, the United Nations 
declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples, considering the use of audiovisual 
material for this purpose. Consider also the involvement of indigenous experts and 
their own information networks in disseminating information about the Decade. 



Operational activities of the United Nations system 

12. Prepare, publish and disseminate a manual containing practical information for 
indigenous people on the operations and procedures of United Nations agencies. 

13. Develop research on the basic socio-economic conditions of indigenous people, m 
collaboration with indigenous organizations and other appropriate partners, with a 
view to publishing regular reports in order to contribute to the promotion and 
protection of the human rights of indigenous peoples. 

14. Develop training materials for indigenous people on human rights, including the 
translation of the main international instruments into different indigenous languages, 
and give them wide distribution. Consider the possibility of using radio programmes 
to gam access to indigenous communities not having written languages. 

15. Prepare a database on national legislation on matters of particular relevance to 
indigenous people. 

Activities of regional organizations 

16. Implement existing and develop new regional programmes of action to promote 
and support the objectives of the Decade. 

17. Hold regional meetings on indigenous issues with existing regional organizations 
with a view to strengthening coordination, taking advantage of the machinery of the 
United Nations system and promoting the direct and active participation of 
indigenous people of different regions in collaboration with Governments. The 
Working Group on Indigenous Populations could consider the possibility of holding its 
sessions in conjunction with these meetings. 

Activities of Member States 

18. Establish national committees for the Decade or similar mechanisms, to include 
indigenous people, all relevant departments and other interested parties duly 
convened by Governments, to mobilize public support for the various activities 
connected with the Decade. 

19. Consider ratification and implementation ofthe Indigenous and Tribal Peoples 
Convention of the International Labour Organization (No. 169) and other 
international and regional instruments, in close consultation with the indigenous 
organizations of each country. 

20. Recognize the existence, identity and rights of indigenous people through 
constitutional reforms or the adoption of new laws, when appropriate to improve 
their legal status and guarantee their economic, social, cultural, political and civil 
rights. 

21. Implement chapter 26 of Agenda 21, adopted by the United Nations Conference 
on Environment and Development, and the relevant provisions of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by the 



World Conference on Human Rights, the Programme of Action of the International 
Conference on Population and Development and the Programme of Action of the 
World Summit for Social Development, as well as the relevant provisions of future 
high-level conferences. 

Activities of organizations of indigenous people in Collaboration with the OHCHR 

22. Establish an information network which can be linked to the Coordinator of the 
Decade and facilitate communications between the United Nations system, relevant 
governmental departments and indigenous communities. 

The OHCHR should develop an email network to quickly disseminate information to 
indigenous organizations about its relevant activities during the Decade. 

23. Work with and promote networks of indigenous journalists and launch indigenous 
periodicals at the regional and international levels, with a focus on the promotion and 
protection of th rights of indigenous peoples. News reieasesxz from the OHCHR to 
be sent to indigenous journalists. 

Activities of non-governmental organizations and other interested parties, including 
education establishments, the media and business 

24. Cooperate with indigenous organizations, communities and people in the 
planning of activities for the Decade. 

25. Create radio and television centres in indigenous regions, when appropriate and 
in accordance with national legislation, to provide information on the problems and 
proposals of indigenous people and to improve communications between indigenous 
communities. 

26. Promote indigenous cultures, with due respect for intellectual property rights, through 
the publication of books, the production of compact discs and the organization of various 
artistic and cultural events which enhance knowledge of and serve to develop indigenous 
cultures and establish indigenous cultural and documentation centres. 


