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Respected Chairperson, 

Thank very much for giving me the floor. 

As we all know, the world is becoming a global village, with fast global changes 
taking place every day and every minute. And every where and somewhere, some changes 
have to take place and every one is bound to be effected at different levels and degrees. The 
problems facing the indigenous peoples of the world today, as I see it; is the imposed need of 
a proper analysis and decision on how much we have been effected already, and how much 
more we would like to welcome the 'changes' for our own selves or how much change we 
would like to reject it. 

We also know that the forces behind the changes in the name of 'globalisation' are 
not under the control of the indigenous people ourselves. So, we have met together here, to 
share our common problems and also to see if the global changes can take place in our favour 
too ? For there can be no true development without changes taking place. Running water in 
the stream is usually clearer than the stagnant water in the pond. And hence, the dire need of 
this U.N Working Group on Indigenous Population to try to prevail upon the ECOSOC or the 
United Nations to make guidelines and provisions so that the fast changes taking place 
around the world may also be directed in favour of all the indigenous people around the 
world. 

Secondly, globalisation is like a super fast train which the indigenous people are about 
to miss it. In other words, the train is running over our ands and crops. Should the train be 
stopped or the company should be sued to pay for the damages caused ? I would prefer that 
the land owner(Indigenous people) and the train owner(Companies/Corporates, sovereign 
states) may sort it out first and then construct the railways so that the land owner can also 
board the train happily. In this way, the benefits of globalisation may also reached to the 
indigenous peoples of the world, so that equity and human rights may reach and prevail in 
every threshold. 
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Thirdly, I would like to introduce my organisation, UNITED Zo indigenous Peoples. 
We line under three sovereign states of India, Burma and Bangladesh. Our Zo 
Country(ZORAM/ZOGAM)was partitioned into three portion by the Colonial rules. As 
such,we are barred from freely visiting our relatives and friends across the artificial 
boundaries made by colonialist. Social and economic developments are at the lowest ebb. 
Transportation is at a bottleneck. Agriculture and jhum or shifting cultivation by primitive 
methods is our main source of livelihood. But the pretext of environment protection, cutting 
of tree is prohibited. And no alternative forms of work for livelihood is being contemplated by 
the sovereign states. And where we are in minority, the policy of land grab by the majority 
always exist. MANY Zo indigenous peoples in all the three countries still travel on the old 
remain of roads constructed during World war II. Some still have to walk for two or three 
days to visit a relatives. 

In the light of our peculiar condition, we, the Zo indigenous people are in need of a 
global attention ! We need the global roads, global information networks, global foods and if 
possible, a global government. So that we may be no longer subjected to the inhuman clutches 
of tri-partitionship which is against the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

Let us live in peace. Let the world live in peace. 

Thank you all. 


