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Mister Chairperson, distinguished representatives of the Working Group and members 
of the of the Indigenous Populations, ladies and gentlemen: 

The Kuki Indigenous People are pleased that the United Nations Working Group on 
Indigenous Populations have this year chosen 'Indigenous Peoples and Globalisation' as 
its principal theme. Globalisation is a reality that indigenous peoples have to contend 
with; it is a cause for concern, and at the same time, for some anticipation, too. 

Globalisation does not discriminate. Its effects are positive, and also negative in certain 
respects. People of the more developed world and those living in the metropolis are in a 
better position to filter through these influences, generally receiving what is beneficial 
and disregarding what is not. Education, development and exposure, which create 
awareness, are set in place to enable this choice. In this regard the process of 
globalisation need to be assiduously 'controlled', where indigenous peoples are 
concerned. The control mechanisms are seldom within the reach of indigenous peoples 
because they predominantly live in the rural areas. A proper balance needs to be 
maintained between the 'global' and the 'local'. 

Indigenous peoples want to reap the benefits of globalisation, but without having to 
compromise their cultural heritage. The United Nations Organisation stands for the 
preservation of cultures; most democratic governments of the world also do. 
Nonetheless, specific legislations in addition need to be drawn and implemented at the 
local government and the state levels as safeguards against the seemingly unobtrusive 
side of globalisation's nature. 

Zale'n-gam has been conceived and espoused by the Kuki National Organisation to 
represent the Kuki nation of antiquity. The people's cultural and political heritage 
associated with the identity Kuki is presently in a state of flux. Forces of globalisation: 
economic and political, are responsible for this state of affairs. Localisation of their 
identity, shaped by these agents, has resulted in differentiation that has allowed 
fragmentation of the people and their identity. Clannish or 'tribe-based' identities have 
taken predominance over their national identity; sectarianism has taken precedence over 
nationalism, which serve to consolidate identity. The latter end of the last millennium 
witnessed globally political collectivity transformed into nation formation. In contrast, 
locally, sectarian-based identity asserted itself amongst Kuki, exemplified by the Lushai 
clan. This can only be attributed to ignorance of global trends among the concerned 



people, or perhaps to globalisation in terms of its force being capable of processing 
without raising proportionate awareness. 

The pattern of identity disintegration amongst Kuki has continued unabated: 
innumerable 'nations' have emerged in the last five decades. These 'nations' either 
stress separation from Kuki, or contest to replace the age-old collective terminology. 
This divisiveness is to the detriment of its entire people, irrespective of their acquired 
present-day identity. Empirical evidence shows that the people have stood to lose by this 
division, rather than gain. KIP views this development with concern because the 
situation has encouraged aggression on the people and their land from various quarters. 
The issue of identity has considerably destabilised Kuki. It is also a reason responsible 
for eluding the development of a symbiotic relationship between Kuki and other peoples 
in the region of Northeast India and Northwest Burma. 

KIP like to recommend that the Working Group look into forces of globalisation that 
endanger indigenous peoples' identity. This would help in understanding globalisation 
with regard to indigenous peoples and their identity. It would also help to create 
appropriate measure related to education, development and awareness that will enable 
indigenous peoples to guard against divisive elements that threaten their identity. In this 
regard, the Working Group's initiative would act as a filter that can evolve a rationale 
against the factors causing the state of 'flux' amongst the constituent members of Kuki. 
This will help to revert the process of the prevailing sectarianism and restore Kuki as a 
collective identity. That this would be a positive contribution in terms of establishing a 
symbiosis amongst the indigenous peoples of Northeast India and Northwest Burma 
could not be overemphasised. 

Thank you 
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