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GLOBALIZATION AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 

Respected Chairman Sir, 

At the very out set I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to all the participants here on this august 

gathering, the 21st Session of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations at Geneva. Today, 1 am 

extremely happy and feel proud to be here in the midst of the World's Indigenous Peoples and 1 being 

Indigenous person myself. Well, before I speak about the Globalization and Indigenous Peoples 1 would 

like to state a brief historical background of our Borok people and how we have been gradually 

marginalized and became a microscopic minority in our own ancestral homeland due to heavy influx and 

immigration of foreign nationals from across the borders since the Merger of Twipra Kingdom with the 

Union of India on the 15th October 1949 A.D. The Borok people were the first settlers in this part of the 

land, the sons of the soil, once in absolute majority having ruled their Kingdom for ages since time 

immemorial by 184 kings until its merger with the Union of India. Twipra has a long history of more than 

three thousand years and in fact the oldest and the strongest Kingdom in the Indian Sub-Continent at that 

period of time and it was a peaceful and self-sufficient in economy with abundant resources. But there was 

no protective measures taken either by the State Government or the Central Government to prevent the 

process of continuous influx of illegal immigrants into the state. As such, we have been marginalized and 

outnumbered by the outsiders and our political, economy, administration and all other rights are being 

literally controlled by them. In short, we can say that this is the crux of the present crisis and the conflict in 

the state of present Twipra. 

Now coming to the Globalization and Indigenous Peoples I would like to relate how the Globalization has, 

in number of ways, affected the Indigenous People in our situation. I am very much afraid that 

globalization will have a serious impact on our People and it had already had a negative effect on many 

Indigenous Peoples in other parts of the world. As Globalization means free competition, free economy, 

free market, free capital and free labour. It also means survival of the fittest as Darwin has rightly said. Our 

Borok people are still far away to cope up with such a situation and grasp the opportunities and avail such 
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benefits from the process of Globalization. Globalization also provides opportunities only to those few 

people who possessed a huge capital and agreed upon with the terms and conditions laid down by a few 

giant Multinational Companies and Foreign Agencies whose only motives are profit making and expanding 

its influences at the cost of the Indigenous Peoples and whereas the large chunk of the people are deprived 

of such benefits. Globalization also poses a threat to the Indigenous People's languages, cultures and 

traditions and there is every possibility of assimilation and exploitation of the natural resources by the 

outsiders in the areas inhabited by the Indigenous Peoples in the name of developmental projects, as they 

are vulnerable. For instance, in our case the Dongor (Dumbur) Hydro-Electric Project in south Twipra 

alone evicted more than 30,000 Boroks (Indigenous people) during its installation in 1974 (Hindustan 

Times, Calcutta March 23, 2002). But non-officially the number of people is much higher. To make the 

matter worse, the evicted Indigenous people were not provided with adequate compensation and alternative 

land. Natural resources like gas is extracted from our land but very few Indigenous people have been 

benefited out of it. What is more important than anything else is the land, the beginning and end of Borok 

identity, have been grabbed by the outsiders. The present state of Twipra has about 10,491 sq.k.m 

geographical areas and about 60% of it has been declared as the Reserved Forest (RF) jointly by the state 

and central governments. In other words.about 6,294.6 sq.k.m falls under it. And whatever little lands have 

been left outside the RF have been occupied by the outsiders. The Boroks today, placed in a difficult 

situation such as this, are left with no choice but to practice shifting cultivation for their livelihood, which 

is posing a threat to environment. Needless to say that forest resources have been exploited for quite a long 

time in the North East India including Twipra (Tripura) and had already caused environmental problem 

due to the illegal felling of trees in large scale in collaboration with the local agents or merchants and 

export them to outside. Despite the strict order from the Hon 'ble Supreme Court of India the felling of trees 

still continues today. In contrary, the Indigenous Peoples or the Tribal Peoples (Indigenous people have 

been categorized as "tribal' by the President of India Act, 1950) in the North Eastern States of India are 

mostly dependent on forests and its produce for their livelihood. But now the Forest Conservation Act has 

restricted it while the Security laws passed by the Parliament is also setback to the economy of the 

Indigenous Peoples and their livelihood as they cannot collect the forests produce due to the Forest Act on 

the one hand and the Security laws on the other hand. They cannot even move freely in the forests due to 

the fear of being killed or being raped in case of women by the Indian Security Forces. Especially the 

young people or the innocent villagers are often branded insurgents if they are found in the forests by the 

Indian Security Forces and executed or arrested. This is basically due to the imposition of the Disturbed 

Areas Act under the Armed Forces Special (Powers) Act 1958, wherein the officers of the Armed Forces 

are given excessive powers even to shoot to death under Section 4(a) of the said Act. The Disturbed Areas 

Act is imposed only in the Borok inhabited areas of Twipra and this is a discrimination as a result of which 

thousands of our youths have been arrested and many have been killed. Now jails are over-crowded and its 

__2~ 



inmates are living in sub-human conditions even without minimum requirements. At the same time the 

Indigenous economy has been completely destroyed by the outsiders in most parts of the North Eastern 

states of India. Now I can say that the globalization has undermined and will always undermine the 

Indigenous Peoples and their economy, cultures and traditions and even their, right to existence. The Borok 

people have been already marginalized due to the immigration, which is also the process of globalization, 

and I call it a "silent aggression" and "illegal occupation" upon the Indigenous People's land. Now we do 

not want to be marginalized further by the so-called globalization. Today the Borok people constitute only 

about 31 percent of the total population of the State and if the trend continues like this, I am afraid, after a 

few years we shall become a rare species on this planet. This is the plight and the sad story of the Borok 

People that is the most pathetic, and so also with the Boras, Garos, khasis and other Indigenous Peoples in 

the region. This is also a gross violation of Human Rights. 

Lastly, may I appeal to all the participants and the representatives of the World's Indigenous Peoples and 

the WG1P in particular to look in to the matter very seriously and formulate a mechanism by which we can 

protect the interests of the Indigenous Peoples at large. At the end I thank all the participants once again. 

Thank You 
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