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COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
Sub-Commission on the Promotion and 
Protection of Human Rights 
Working Group on Indigenous Populations 
Twenty-first session 
21-25 July, 2003, 
At Geneva. 
Agenda 4 
Review of developments pertaining to the promotion and protection of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people. 

Agenda No. 4 (b) Principal theme: "Indigenous Peoples and Gobalization". 

Sir/Madam Chairperson, distinguished members of the Working Group on Indigenous Popu
lations and respected representatives from around the world. 

We have been informed that this year's Working Group will continue on the theme of 
Indigenous Peoples and Globalisation. Our statement to you, Sir/Madam, for your contin
ued application of your valuable to this core issues of the World's Indigenous Peoples. 

Globalisation is a boon to the state but a curse to the Indigenous People. Globalisation is a 
modest eye wash of neo colonisation. It is old wine in a new bottle. Whatever developmental 
measures may be taken up in the Trade and Commerce, Transport and Communication, Health 
and Environment, Culture and Technology in the name of Globalisation, the Indigenous People 
are always at the receiving end. It is good that the whole world should come together as one 
and grow but it should not be at the cost of the myriad Indigenous Peoples spreading far and 
wide on the face of the earth. Any form of Globalisation is on the advantage of the majority 
group, stronger group and their advantage is always the disadvantage of the smaller and weaker 
groups. Indigenous Peoples are the minorities, suppressed and surrounded. They are the one 
madly struggling for mere existence, keep aside advancement. The majority groups are the 
dominant class hungering for wider, still wider expansion of their realms. They are the ones 
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with money, power, technology and network. Therefore, they come up with such attractive but 

poisonous coinages like Liberalisation, Globalisation, Internationalisation and what not- These 

are just mirages to the Indigenous People in the wilderness of their struggle for survival. We 

should not mistake the twilight of the dusk as that of the dawn. 

India being a big country with lots of potential and resources is a major party to the 

drive of Globalisation. I belong to a small state called Manipur in the North Eastern part of the 

Indian Sub-Continent. Historically, Manipur was never apart of India before its forced merger 

into the Indian Union in 1949. We are different from the mainland Indians in all respects. They 

are Aryans while we are Mongoloids. Their languages are of the Indo European family while 

ours is ofTibeto Burman family. Our Cultures, customs and habits are strikingly opposite. We, 

being the minorities there are the Indigenous Peoples struggling for Promoting and Protecting 

our Historical, Cultural and Economic Identity. If Culture is lost Identity is lost. But we are 

finding it increasingly difficult to face the onslaught of Economic Globalisation and Cultural 

Liberalisation. The whole state has been transformed into a Captive Market and the people 

into mere hand to mouth consumers. Our natural resources have been captured and human 

resources misdirected and abused. We are Militarily assaulted. Culturally assimilated. Politi

cally underplayed and Economically exploited. And they do all these things in the name of 

Democracy and Globalisation while it is clearly a case of the victor and the vanquished. If at all 

we are looking forward for a civilisation free from Armed conflict, War, Terror, Exploitation, 

Communal Tensions, Ignorance and Indulgences etc. as one and whole human kind, let's first 

get rid of the Imperialist motive behind the Globalisation theory. Only then, the Indigenous 

People can come forward with open arms. 

I request the Special Rapporteur and the Working Group to continue giving kind atten

tion to this core problems of injustice in constant consultation with the indigenous peoples 

Worlwide 

Thank you 

Leitanthem Umakanta Meitei, 

General Secy., TIPS, Manipur. 
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