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It gives me profound pleasure to share with you my thoughts on the eve of what I 
consider the most important part of my life that is attending the working group on 
indigenous population. What added to my pleasure manifold was the topic "Indigenous 
people and globalization'". I am delighted that UN-HR working group is continually 
striving to address these pressing problems faced not only by the underdeveloped 
countries but more so by the developed countries all over the world. This 21" session of 
Working Group on Indigenous people will play a conspicuous role in formulating the 
Crucial issues of our time, as well as exposing the participants to the civilized world and 
shall recommend adequate fund for the development of the indigenous people. 

With the onslaught of Information Technology, the world has shrunk into a smaller unit 
bringing nations, cultures and civilizations into closer contacts. This has resulted in the 
collapse of many cultural barriers with stronger cultures engulfing the weaker, thus 
precipitating an identity crisis. This doesn't seem to be much of a problem for the 
developing countries in general and the indigenous population in particular; it is nothing 
short of an alarming situation. 

Hardly has any Indigenous Population in the world remained immune to the impact of 
Dominant culture, western education and rapid changes in the societies in one way or the 
other. Although indigenous culture has also played its part in shaping the intellectual 
climate. 

There are, however, some exceptions. Still there are groups/people who have retained 
their indigenous complexion. Whether a citizen of east or the west indigenous population 
has always to preserve its identity within the setup of the society. In this manner Chitral 
in Pakistan has distinguished itself from other places of the country in thai it 
accommodates sects of different ideologies converging their ideas, social backgrounds 
and culture into a harmonious whole. Not only has it striven to share knowledge and 
ideas among each other, it has succeeded in creating an atmosphere of love, peaceful 
communication and understanding as well. This in itself is an act of globalization hut on a 
smaller scale and no other place is better situated to experience in this process. 

I would like to tell you about the place and people that I am representing. I belong to 
Chitral, a very remote and underprivileged district m Pakistan. Chitral is a very famous 
place as it boasts of preserving one of the oldest civilizations on earth, that is Kalash 
civilization. But this civilization is being eroded as the number of these Kalash people is 
decreasing alarmingly and they are almost on the verge of extinction. The aboriginal 
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people of Drosh who sometimes back were the owner of the Qashqar valley (nowadays 
called Chitral Valley) were dominated by the settlers coming from different regions. The 
people though less in number live in$ different hamlets of different valleys in Tehsil 
Drosh but carry the common traditions and distinct characteristics. There are villages 
those are still named after the mythical characters of old civilization. 
The Geographical locations of these villages are in Tehsil Drosh area for admi nisi rati ve 
purpose and they surround the central area of Town Drosh. Being close to the rest of the 
town area most of these villages still lack a village road for communication purpose even 
in this era of globalization. The world may have become a global village but distances are 
still much greater for these underprivileged people whom I will represent in the 
forthcoming working group. 

The topic chosen in this working group this year is one, which is of immediate concern lu 
the whole world analyzing its merits and demerits for the indigenous population, what 
globalization means to a common man, even in the developing countries. 

There is much criticism of Globalization through media that we can hardly add any thing 
more, the demonstration in Seattle, USA on the occasion of the millenium round is 
reflective of the fact how ugly it appears to a common man even in a developed country. 
Common man in developing countries considers it a movement to destroy him culturally, 
politically and economically, making him subservient to the interest of developed 
countries. Though that there is some weight in the argument, but there are some basic 
issues that developing economies have to be worried about. 

I believe that making the market wider and freely accessible is the essence of 
globalization. This is of course acceptable at country level and should be acceptable at 
the world level too, but at world level, this is not exactly the concept of globalization. 
The missing element is free access of labor to the world market. The globalization at 
world level seeks everything except the free movement of people. 

Making the market wider and freely accessible to everyone may cause adverse effect, 
which is not allowed to prevail. Government stands ready to monitor equal development 
of all parts of the country through its resources received from the richer parts/regions. 

It is totally missing in the concept of globalization at the world level. This aspect has 
been left to the care of the institutions like WB and IMF. Both the institutions have failed 
and cannot contribute to the development of the backward regions. It needs a sort of 
world government committed to achieve the objectives and it needs a mechanism to 
activate the worlds and hence the globalization concept becomes hardly meaningful for 
the regions that are less developed in the world. 

The objective of Globalization at the world level should not merely be to make market 
wider, instead the objective should be to improve quality of life for everyone, particularly 
for those who are less privileged in benefiting from the development that has taken place 
during the last century. 
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More and freely accessible markets may mean more economic growth but not necessarily 
more human development and improved quality of life for everyone. Before expansion of 
markets through globalization, we have to decide how the benefits of globalization will 
be shared and what will be the mechanisms, strong enough to enforce fair and equitable 
share for the less developed countries. This element has to be an integral part of the 
concept of globalization but it is totally missing from it. 

The unrestricted free access to markets under globalization would import culturally 
unacceptable influence into developing countries. This is not an issue for a global market. 
The consensus on the cultural and religious norms with in which the market have to 
perform at country level is hard to arrive at world level and even harder under the current 
situation to enforce any global norms. 

Though the WTO is giving assurance that globalization will respect cultural and religious 
restrictions. Every one knows well that sooner or later, the market forces will succeed in 
defying these norms. 

The concept of globalization threatens to engulf all systems of life in an attempt to create 
a common ideology for the world. All resources are being used to counter any stream of 
thought whether religious or secular which might stand the way of realizing this dream. 

Thus globalization is not a threat rather it is a challenge, which has potentially been there 
for quite some lime and then it is one from which there is no escape. So we might as well 
brace ourselves to adjust to its impact without losing sight our objectives and identity. 

This doesn't mean that we in the developing countries should be indifferent to 
globalization and isolate ourselves from this movement. If we do, this may not be 
judicious come up to? 

Globalization asks to widen ones market and promote exchange and enhance production, 
that we should make it obligatory to achieve these objectives, it will not therefore, be in 
lieu with the present day philosophy of life to isolate ourselves from the concept of 
globalization, we can however, modify the methodology that is being currently adopted 
by the WTO in introducing the concept based on the self interest of developed counirii's. 

Now lets have a look at the situation in Pakistan. According to Unicef s State til ilk-
World's children 2001, Pakistan's population, as of 1999, was 152 million. Five^hildrcn 
die each year. 40 mil not expected to survive to age forty. Seventeen million Pakistanis 
make less than one dollar a day. Fifty million Pakistanis are living below the poverty line. 
In this state of the affairs, Govt, of Pakistan is spending only 1% of the total federal 
budget on health, 2% on education and 31% on defense. Such is the state of affairs in the 
whole country, so one cannot expect better scenario in a place as remote as Chitral. 
Rather Chitral is much more deprived and underprivileged than anyone can imagine. 
People lack basic amenities of life. They are denied of basic health facilities, there are no 
means of communication even in this era of Globalization and the people continue it) live 
in miserable conditions, rather misery now has become a daily house hold item for them. 
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Humans' basic instincts force them to cling hard to the prevailing myths, dogmas anil 
other tested scientific facts that they are used. To Change is a painful phenomenon lot 
most of the human beings, as they have to abandon established facts and the legends 
narrated to them by their ancestors. Again it is also one of the human traits to quickl> 
adjust their sails to the changing winds by quickly responding to the change. As most tf>( 
the world population is being urbanized and getting access to basic amenities of life, 
there are still many places that are lacking the basic requirements. 

The people of Chitral would definitely like to change and to change for better. I am not 
talking about changing beliefs, attitudes and values but the change in living condilinns 
what is the need of the day. How the change is possible? If it is left to the Govt, in 
intervene and lake interest in the development of Chitral then 1 am afraid we have to wail 
for loo long and still not sure about the outcome. As the world is becoming a global 
village and means of communications are getting faster, I belonging to a remote area. 
Chitral in Pakistan, am addressing this 21S I session of the working group on indigenous 
population here at Geneva. This becomes the responsibility of all of us 1o develop a 
strategy to come up with a solution to improve the lives of the unachieved specially the 
indigenous people. 

I would like to draw the attention of major donor agencies to make sure the How of 
capital required to enhance the living conditions of these people and bring them at par 
with other people of the developed world 

At the end, I would like to thank the office of the United Nation High Commission for 
I luman Rights for inviting me at the 21 s t working session and also take this oppuiiuuiu 
to welcome the distinguished representatives and participants of this session. 
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