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Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

As we have seen from examples around the world, there is little doubt that there is a close 
connection between globalization and the suffering of indigenous people. And indeed, for 
many indigenous peoples around the world, globalization could be said to be a modern 
manifestation of colonialism and imperialism. Like colonialism, the advent of 
globalization has today placed the continued survival and development of indigenous 
peoples at an unprecedented risk. This is no less true for the indigenous peoples of 
Burma, including the Chin people. 

The Chin people and their ancestral territory of Chinland are cotbunders of the Union of 
Burma. One of the most important conditions for our people to join the Union was that by 
virtue of our membership in a federal state, our people could retain and protect our right 
to self-determination. But the military take-over in 1962 led by General Ne Win set back 
our hopes of building a federal state. Mr. Chairman, after over 40 years under a brutal 
military dictatorship, our cultural, religious, and ethnic identities have been significantly 
eroded. 

Mr. Chairman, 

I would like to draw the attention of the Working Group to the conditions of the Chin 
people in Burma. Burma's junta's desperate attempt to earn foreign money at any cost is 
taking a heavy toll on the country's indigenous population. Permit me to give an example. 
Since 2001, the regime has arbitrarily designated Chinland as a tea plantation area. The 
regime confiscated hundreds of acres of land belonging to the local people across several 
townships in Chin State. In Falam, Hakha, Thantlang and Matupi townships, people are 
being routinely forced to contribute involuntary labor to work in these "tea farms". This 
kind of practice is in stark contrast to the claims made by the regime to the International 
Labor Organization that forced labor has been outlawed in Burma. Moreover, we do not 
believe that the tea plantation project will actually benefit our people, but rather it will be 
sold in regional and international markets, and the profits end up in the junta's coffers. 

Mr. Chairman, 

India and Burma have agreed to construct a transnational highway linking the two 
countries. When implemented, and this will be very soon, this highway will cut right 
through Chinland. While this is portrayed as an attempt to smooth the flow of bilateral 
trade between Burma and India, we are very concerned that this will have a substantial 
negative impact on the Chin people. As many examples have indicated, Burma has not 
demonstrated its full commitment to eliminating the practice of forced labor, and we are 
extremely concerned that mass forced labor will occur in the region, which will then have 



a disastrous consequence for the local populations. We already have more than 50,000 
refugees fleeing to India and elsewhere as a result of gross violations of human 
rights perpetrated by the Burmese military, and we fear that more people will be 
forced to flee their homeland. We urge the Working Group to bring the matter to the 
attention of the Commission on Human Rights and the Special Rapporteur on Burma. 

Mr. Chairman, 

It is true that we often attribute the growing suffering of indigenous people to the advent 
of globalization. But what is crucial, in my view, is to recognize that it is not necessarily 
globalization in itself that targets indigenous people. Rather, it is due to the fact that 
indigenous people are very often excluded from making decisions, which directly affect 
our lives and our own existence that we often remain victims of globalization. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The indigenous peoples of Burma, including the Chin people, have always aspired and 
continue to aspire to a federal democratic state that will enable us to exercise our right to 
self-determination. And this aspiration is a principle endorsed by the United Nations and 
the larger international community. But that aspiration is being pushed further from 
realization because the ruling Burmese generals have recently reiterated their 
unwillingness to implement political reform. The arrest of Burma's democracy leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi and the violent crackdown on the democracy movement on May 30 
this year is a clear indication that Burma's ruling generals are determined to defy 
international opinion to the very end. Just this past week, the issue of Burma was brought 
up at the UN Security Council during a general debate. It is extremely important that we 
keep this momentum going. Therefore, starting with this Working Group, all relevant UN 
bodies, including the Commission on Human Rights and the General Assembly should 
encourage the Security Council to place Burma on its principal agenda and to take 
positive action to have Burma comply with its obligations under the Charter of the United 
Nations. 

Thank you 


