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Thank you Mr. Chairman, for giving me this opportunity to speak. 

My name is Mark Bujang, representing the Borneo Resources Institute, Malaysia an 
indigenous non-governmental organisation (NGO) based in Miri, Sarawak, Malaysia. 

First of all, I would like to give my outmost appreciation to the United Nations Working 
Group on Indigenous Populations for giving me the chance to participate in this 21 s t 

Session of the Working Group. I would also like to show my gratitude to the United 
Nations Voluntary Fund for providing me with the means to participate in this session. 

Mr. Chairman, 
I would like to highlight the situation and impact of globalisation on the indigenous 
people in Malaysia. 

We cannot ignore the fact that globalisation is truly and clearly present in our daily lives. 
With the advancement of technology, our world has shrunk to a point thai once remote 
places considered to difficult to access can now be done with just a push of a button. In 
Malaysia, with the current pace of development, every person residing in Malaysia is 
exposed one way or another to globalisation. 

Globalisation in some ways has indeed change the lives of the indigenous peoples in 
Malaysia for the better, but globalisation also hides a monster that once unleashed would 
create a whole lot of problems which have grave consequences on our people. 

Mr. Chairman, 
Over the past years, the Malaysian Government has deregulated and liberalised its 
economic policies through privatisation of state agencies and has opened the doors of the 
Malaysian economy to foreign investors especially the multi-national corporations. The 
Malaysian Government is subjected to neo-colonisation by foreign multi-national 
corporations created by globalisation. Foreign multi-national corporations are influencing 
the economic policies and system of the country. 

The Malaysian Government is gearing towards Vision 2020, a vision that will see the 
country as being a fully developed and industrialised nation. Globalisation played a 
heavy part in this vision to steer the Malaysian Government into achieving its goal. Even 
though, globalisation through Malaysia's Vision 2020 is going to be a major upgrade of 
the country, it is the indigenous peoples living in Malaysia that is going to face the to 
what I refer to as the "Globalisation Monster". 



In the state of Sarawak, the ill effects of globalisation have already being felt by the 
indigenous people. One example is, more than 10,000 indigenous peoples have been 
displaced by the construction of the Bakun Hydroelectric Dam. The most pronounce 
issue that is currently being faced by the indigenous peoples of Malaysia is the issue of 
land development targeting the indigenous peoples territories. 

For the purpose of pursuing the objectives of multi-national corporations and its own 
development plans, the Government have numerously acquired and extinguished the 
rights of the indigenous peoples to their customary land. This is often done without the 
consent of the indigenous peoples involved and without or inadequate compensation paid 
to them. Large tracts of customary lands are acquired by multi-national corporations for 
logging, plantations and infrastructural development with the sole purpose of reaping 
huge profits without regard to the indigenous peoples' livelihood and customary land 
rights or to the negative environmental impacts. 

The indigenous peoples of Malaysia that are subsistence farmers and nomadic hunter-
gatherers rely on their customary land and forest as their primary source of livelihood. As 
the indigenous peoples are uprooted from their customary land due to exploitative 
industrial activities, the "Globalisation Monster" has threatened their traditional systems 
of land tenure and inflicted poverty, environmental and social problems on once thriving 
communities. 

As the natural resources in their customary land become increasingly depleted, economic 
pressures drive young villagers into the towns and cities in search for employment. This 
rural to urban flow of migration weakens cultural integrity and leaves villages with few 
older men and women to carry out their traditions. 

Mr. Chairman, 
Customary land of indigenous communities in Sarawak has been earmarked for large-
scale oil palm and acacia plantation by the Government without their prior informed 
consent Communities who resist industrial activities on their lands are subjected to gross 
human rights violations, such as violent encounters with the authorities, police 
intimidation, harassment and wrongful imprisonment. Indigenous peoples in Malaysia are 
feeling insecure with their rights to their customary land. Without land tenure security, 
indigenous peoples in Malaysia will continue to be politically, socially and economically 
marginalized. 

With this, I would like to ask the United Nations and other concern international 
organisations to urge the Malaysian Federal and State Governments to: 

1. Recognise and respect the customary land rights of the indigenous peoples in 
Malaysia; 

2. Stop acquiring and extinguishing the customary rights of the indigenous peoples 
to land for the purpose of extractive industrial activities that does not bring any 
benefits to the indigenous peoples; 



3. Record and demarcate the customary land boundary of the indigenous peoples 
territorial area so as to avoid disputes between the indigenous peoples and other 
parties; 

4. Stop the arbitrary persecution of indigenous peoples by the authorities over their 
defence of customary rights to land and forest; and 

5. Let the indigenous peoples decide for themselves on what development they want 
for their community. 

Mr. Chairman, 
I hope that with the conclusion of the 21 s l Session of the United Nations Working Group 
on Indigenous Populations, the Malaysian Federal and State Governments would take 
into account the pleas on their people and take action to stop the "Globalisation Monster" 
on victimising them by taking the first step by acting on the their demands. 

Thank you. 


