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Thank you Mr./Mdm Chairperson on giving me this opportunity to present my oral 
statement 

My name is Lani Anak Taneh. I am representing my organization, Gerempong Anembiak 
Sekabai (Sekabai Residents Association) an indigenous peoples organization based in 
Bintulu, Sarawak, Malaysia. 

First of all, I would like to give my utmost gratitude to the United Nations Voluntary Fund 
for providing me with the necessary means for me to participate in this 21 s 1 Session of the 
United Nations Working Group on Indigenous Populations. 

Mr./Mdm. Chairperson, 
I would like to highlight the impact of the Globalization to the Indigenous Peoples in 
Sarawak, Malaysia. 

When the Malaysian Government became the signatory to the World Trade Orgamzation, it 
has opened its doors to globalization. Globalization has made our world much smaller. With 
the advancement of technology, nearly everyone can gain access to almost anything at almost 
every comer of the world. Sadly, globalization also victimized those who are the minority, 
the poor and the marginalized. Indigenous peoples often tall into these categories. 

In Sarawak, Malaysia globalization has prompted the State Government to promote foreign 
investors to come in and invest under the pretext of uplifting the State's economy. The 
Sarawak State Government is acquiring the indigenous Dayak communities' native 
customary rights land for the purpose of catering to the multi-national corporations that are 
investing in Sarawak. This has made the Dayak subsistence farmers and nomadic hunter-
gatherers on a collision path with the evils of globalization 

Millions of hectares of native customary land in Sarawak are opened up and cleared to pave 
way for extractive development industries such as logging, commercial plantations and 
infrastructural development Globalization has made the Sarawak State Government and the 
multi-national corporations to ignore and disregard the native customary rights of the 
indigenous Dayak populations. The native customary lands of the indigenous Dayak 
populations are acquired without the prior informed consent of the communities concerned. 
Compensation is either inadequate or non-existent Not only that, our native customary rights 
is also arbitrarily extinguished without their prior knowledge. 



With the extinguishments of native customary rights to land and forest, the indigenous Dayak 
populations are losing their primary source of livelihood and be politically, socially and 
economically marginalized. 

For those communities that resisted the extractive development industries, they are subjected 
to harassment, intimidation and imprisonment by the authorities. 

Mr./MdriC Chairperson, 
The opening and clearing of vast areas of forest within the native customary land of the 
indigenous Dayaks also creates untold damage to the ecology and total loss of biodiversity of 
the area. 

In 1998, the Sarawak State Government has acquired and alienated to a multi-national 
company 606,200 hectares of land for the purpose of setting up of acacia tree plantations and 
the pulp and paper industry. A large part of this area consists of native customary lands 
where a total of 108 longhouses or villagers with the population of 17,063 were affected, my 
longhouse being one of them. To pursue their aim of reaping profits from the pulp and paper 
industry, my community has been victimized whereby we were evicted from our farmlands 
and threatened by the authorities. 

Fortunately, my community managed to organize itself and we took legal action against the 
company and the Sarawak State Government where eventually we won our native customary 
land back. However, there are many communities that are still struggling to defend their 
rights and are faced with many obstacles, which for some became too unbearable and they 
just gave up their customary lands. 

Mr./^dm, Chairperson, 
As a representative of my organization I would like the United Nations to urge the Malaysian 
Government and especially the Sarawak State Government to: 

1. Stop the arbitrary acquisition and extinguishments of the indigenous Dayak native 
customary rights to their land and resources; 

2. To stop all destructive extractive industries on native customary lands which brings 
negative impacts for the community and also the environment; 

3. To stop the marginalization and discrimination of the rights of the indigenous Dayak 
populations; and 

4. To do away with legislations that infringe on the rights of the indigenous Dayak 
communities in Sarawak. 

It is clear that the impacts of globalization have brought about negative impacts to the 
indigenous peoples in Sarawak. The rich countries has spawned multi-national corporations 
that motivates governments in developing countries to become greedy thus discriminating 



upon its own people just for their own personal gain. Laws and legislation are changed to suit 
the rich and powerful but in turn victimizing the minority, the poor and the indigenous 
communities. The local Government has become a tool of globalizatioa 

Thank you. 


