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Thank you Mr. Chairperson for giving me the floor. My name is Gafarova Niyara. I give my 
intervention on behalf of the Mejlis of Crimean Tatar people. 

It is a great honour for ail Crimean Tatars and me personally to be represented at such an 
important meeting like this. On behalf of my organization and my people I would like to express 
my deepest gratitude to those people who assisted me to come here. 
Once I want to remind that the Crimean Tatars are the people who were replaced under Stalin 
into Middle Asia and Siberia to extinct forever. We finally returned to our Motherland, Crimea. 
More than a half of my people perished but we survived to struggle for our rights. 

[ would (ike to make an intervention on the agenda item 4b "Indigenous Peoples and 
Globalisation". 

The globalisation leads to many negative outcomes and affects all IPs . One of them exclusion 
from the society and political participation. 
As for Ukraine particularly, it attempts to join civilized world as soon as possible and adapt its 
legal standards to European and International ones thus hiding many internal problems which can 
be considered to be the outcomes of globalisation. One of them is exclusion from the effective 
political participation and decision making process. How long can we stand other people deciding 
for us within our Motherland. 

In the year 2000, the Government of Ukraine and Head of the Crimean Tatar representative body 
and the only governement of Crimean Tatars, Mejlis, that, in law, doesn ' t have legal power, 
concluded an agreement on adopting a decree which would guarantee Crimean Tatars self-
government with the President consultative status. This decree about setting up of the Council of 
Representatives of Crimean Tatar people of the President of Ukraine was adopted. But there were 
no steps made towards its implementation. Furthermore some political institutions, for instance 
the Rasumovskiy Institute of Political and Economic Research, stated quite recently that Crimean 
Tatars do not need national schools, cultural institutions, or national autonomy, and that the 
existance of the representative body is completely unnecessary. This impedes the implementation 
of the decree. The dissemination of opinions of this sort in the Ukraine undermines Crimean 
Tatar right to self-determination. Now this law is in suspended state and Crimean Tatars do not 
know whether they could participate equally and effectively in the political process and also in 
the decision-making process of their country, or whether they could protect their rights. It seems 
that there is no way out. Crimean Tatars do not have any other country they could appeal to, 
except Ukraine. So it is the Ukrainian government that should decide whether to live in peace or 



in constant tension instigated by the promotion of prejudice among the entire population of 
Ukraine and Crimea. 

Crimean Tatars are not effectively represented because Ukrainian legislature does not provide an 
effective political participation and representation for IPs and Crimean Tatars, paticularly. 

The situation has not changed since 1999. After 1999 elections, we have the following results in 
respect of the representation of Crimean Tatars in governmental agencies: 

- Two Crimean Tatar representatives are in Ukrainian Parliament. One of them was elected due 
to a seat reserved by the Ukrainian National Party and the second one by majority system. 

- Out of 70 candidates no one was elected to the Crimean Parliament untill 2002. 
Now we have just 7 MPs at the Crimean Parliment but it is too little to affect Crimean Tatars' 
political, social and cultural life. 

14 years have passed but we do not see any constructive results neither in political, social life nor 
in cultural even in the lowest level. 

Ukraine always turns back to other countries and never acts independently. We believe Ukraine 
has not to follow other states which violate human rights and accept its own point of view as for 
protection of human rights indigenous rights particularly. So it will be much more appreciated by 
Crimean Tatars if Ukraine, which is trying to be integrated into the International Community, 
will keep to international instrumets and srtive for implemention and adoption of them effectively 
and in a constructive way both for Crimean Tatars and Ukrainian Government 

Thank you Mr Chairman and everybody for your attention. 


