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Mister Chairman! 
Dear members of the Working Group, dear brothers and sisters! 

In the beginning of my speech, I want to thank the Voluntary Fund of the UNO, which 
allowed my participation in this session. My name is Kamila Shermatov, I am kumandin and I 
come from far Siberia. 
Concerning the topic of the year "The indigenous peoples and globalisation", I want to 
mention that the term "globalisation" itself needs to be defined more precisely. On one side, 
as it was mentioned here, the globalisation and technical progress allow people to establish 
contacts with each other, to exchange information and experience. It is a process which allows 
the capital and products to cross the borders to reach the most isolated parts of the world. On 
the other side, the globalisation is the establishing of political and economical domination of 
the strongest upon the weakest. The globalisation, driven by corporative interests, increases 
the gap between the rich and the poor, worsens the poverty, destroys the human values, 
strengthens the inequalities between countries and inside the countries. Many countries, 
among which Russia, pay enormous amounts on external debts, to the detriment of protection 
of health, child education and life. 
For us, indigenous peoples, the globalisation brings a loss of contacts with traditional 
knowledge and culture, the violation of our rights on traditional natural resource exploitation, 
the negation of our rights on the land of our ancestors. Last autumn, our organisation carried 
out a small survey among indigenous population, in which people had to answer to this 
question: "What is the globalisation for you and what does it bring?". I want to quote the 
words of a kumandin writer: "We, the small indigenous peoples of Siberia, we have learnt 
what is the globalisation a long time before the other peoples. For myself it started when I was 
given to the boarding school and forced to speak in foreign for me at that time Russian 
language. What happened during these years? We almost extincted... Our children do not 
speak in their native language, instead of traditional foods they eat hamburgers and drink 
coca-cola, wear jeans, and they all want to have a western way of life. AH our songs, 
traditions and culture are vanishing. The small people are a real example of globalisation, now 
all what happened to us and destroyed us is going to destroy more numerous peoples. And 
what will happen to us? I have only one answer - we perhaps are already useless to history 
and civilisation in our former quality." 

What can we add to these words? Perhaps that the actual process of globalisation is not 
unavailable - it is the result of decisions, undertaken by the people. We can make it a 
democratic process, redirect it, so the globalisation would become useful for all the people: 
eradicating poverty and hunger, establishing peace in the world, providing the protection of 
environment, promoting the respect of human rights everywhere in the world. A special role 
in this process is attributed to the UN and the transnational civil society which is already 
taking shape on the world stage. 
Thank you for your attention. 


