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Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

On bchalf of trie United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). it is a great pleasure to participate to 
the second session of the Permanent Forum. As the Forum is now focusing its attention on environment 
issues, we would like to thank you for providing us with an opportunity to highlight UNEP's main 
activities related to Indigenous Peoples. 

Mr. Chairman, as you noted in your introductory statement. last year was marked by critical challcnges. 
particularlv related to politieal uncertainties and divisions as well as economic difficulties. Nevertheless. 
from the perspective of intemational cooperation in economic development. the intemational community 
made major progress in terms of rencwed solidarity and commitment towards implementing our plans of 
action. 

Indeed. the consensus reached at Monterrey on financing for development and the plan of 
implementation agreed upon at the Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development 
strengthened our belief that a new chapter in global cooperation has been opened. In this context. the 
Forum is one added signal of this positive development as it reflects a new sense of partnership between 
indigenous peoples, Govemments and the multilateral system. 

We are all the more encouraged by the General Assembly's decisión to assist the Forum with a newly 
establishcd secretariat. We perccive this development as a clear recognition of the unique contnbution of 
Indigenous Peoples - from providing needed and innovated solutions to environmental sustainability to 
achieving the concrete objectives and targcts agreed upon at these major conferences and summits within 
the framework of the Millennium De\elopment Goals. 

The success of these conferences and Summits is largely defincd by the challenging task to bring a 
human face to the current globalization process. From UNEP's perspective globalization is seemingly 
creating a global village. But it also brings with it the challenge of preserving our diversity, whether 
cultural or biológica! for they are intimately linked. 

In this context, building upon our work related to the cultural and spiritual valúes of biodiversity and 
following up on the UN's Intemational Year of Dialogue among Civilizations in 2001, UNEP, in 
cooperation with UNESCO, organized a high-level roundtable on cultural diversity and biodiversity for 
sustainable development dunng the WSSD in Johannesburg. 

Chaired by French President Jacques Chirac, this prominent interdisciplinary panel, which included the 
Heads of State of New Zealand and Mozambique. Ministers from India and Irán, as well as Nobel 
I.aureates Ms. Rigoberta Menchu and Wole Soyinka and Ms. Esther Camac. underlined the importancc 
of respecting and integrating the diversity of nature and culture as a prerequisite for sustainable 
development. It also examined ways and means to further the dialogue on cultural diversity and 
biodiversity as well as how to develop a global environmental cthic benefiting fully from the culture, 
knowledge and skills of indigenous peoples. 

We are particularly pleased that our common efforts in promoting a greater understanding of the 
inextricable connection between reduced diversity, environmental challenges and a threat to global 
stability was brought to the highest politieal agenda during the Summit and reflected in the Johannesburg 
Declaration on Sustainable Development. The Declaration calis for ensurmg that our rich diversity is our 
collective strength and should be used for constructive partnership, for change and for achieving the goal 
of sustainable development. In this context, the Declaration reaffirms the vital role of indigenous peoples 
in sustainable development. 

In response to the Johannesburg's cali for action in this regard, Dr. Klaus Toepfer. UNEP's Exccutive 
Director, has appointed a sénior consultant to build on the momentum created in Johannesburg. The aim 
is to further develop the holistic dimensión of sustainable de\elopment and to strengthen the 
understanding of the mutual link between biological and cultural diversity. 



Based on the growing attention to this issue. UNEP's Governing Council at its 22" d session, in early 
Fcbruary this year, requested the Executive Director to examine the issue by conducting a survey in 
cooperation with UNESCO and the SCBD and other relevant institutions and stakeholders on the state of 
current work and possible development on the work of environment and cultural diversity. This survey 
would of course highly benefit from a wide-ranging consultation with indigenous peoples and UNEP will 
approach the PFII in this regard in order to receive its advice and support. 

A few months after the Johannesburg Summit, UNEP reiterated its commitment to promoting the interest 
and valúes of indigenous peoples as vve hosted the 4''' International Conference of the International 
Alliance of the Indigenous and Tribal Peoples of the Tropical Forests, at our Headquarters in Nairobi. 
Dunng this Conference the Executive Director supported the cali for a systematic assessment not only of 
the impact on the environment but also the impact on lite styles and cultures of Indigenous Peoples by 
big development projects. 

Increasingly, the various threats on indigenous peoples' cultures and knowiedge systems are not only a 
result of the globalization 0 1 traue and the rising dominance of northem and westem style valúes but are 
also related to major infrastructure developments such as dam-building. mining, road development and 
insensitive tourism projects. This cali for cultural damage to be assessed responds to an economic 
imperative. The more we lose diversity - both cultural and biological - the more we run the risk of 
instability. It is time to give indigenous knowiedge and the genetic resources so carefully nurtured by 
indigenous peoples our respect and a true valué. 

Many examples ¡Ilústrate the cultural, economic, health and environmental challenges affecting 
indigenous peoples Erom climate change through hazardous wastes to the impact of Pcrsistent Organic 
Pollutants (POPs), these threats - not of the making of the world's poor and disenfranchised - will affect 
their fragüe economies most and contribute to the loss of ecological context, which is particularly vital to 
indigenous peoples. 

UNEP has for the past se vera I years addressed the protection of the interests of indigenous peoples by 
integrating these issues in its policy development and programme implementation. The latest 
developments in this regard focus on the Ibllowing áreas: 

In the follow up to Johannesburg, UNEP has reaffirmed the nexus between poverty, health and 
environment and is working actively in a partnership ínitiative lcd by WHO to intensify global action on 
environmental risks to children's health. We will pay special attention to the unique vulnerability of 
indigenous children. 

Also, within the field of health, directly involving indigenous peoples, UNEP developed in cooperation 
with ENDA CARIBE a project on "Biodiversity Conservation and Integration of traditional knowiedge 
on Medicinal plants in National Primary Health Care Policy in Central America and Caribbean. 

Our Governing Council at its 2 2 n J session adopted a decisión on sustainable development in the Arctic. 
The decisión encouraged UNEP to continué its cooperation with the Arctic University, Indigenous 
Peoples and WHO on preparation of inibrmation on environment and sustainable development issues in 
the Arctic, in particular those related to health and the environment for indigenous peoples. 

With regard to desertification and drought, UNEP as one of the ímplementing agencies of the Global 
Environment Eacility (GEF). has successfully involved indigenous knowiedge and practices in its work 
of the "'Desert Margin Programme" based on the gathering and sharing of traditional indigenous 
knowiedge and bridging it with modcm land management techniques. 

In Kenya, Masai women have joined a pioneering new anti-drought initiative that aims at reducing the 
time spent finding and collecting sufficient clean and hcalthy water supplies. UNEP is one of the key 



players in the project funded by the Government of Sweden: Empowcring Women in Rainwater 
Harvesting in Kenya". 

Through our regional offices, we have strengthcned our cooperation with a large number of local 
indigenous organizations. The regional office for Latin America has now monthly coordination meetings 
with the Fundación Rigoberta Menchú and the Instituto Nacional Indigenista (INI) and other 
environmental organizations. 

Finally. during the Governing Council session last February, UNEP adopted a number of decisions 
particularly related to the participaron of children and youth and major groups and civil society in our 
deliberation that are particularly relevant to the Forum. 

The Governing Council welcomed the long-term strategy "Tunza" on engagement and involvement of 
young people in environmental issues proposed by the Executive Director to revitalize and extend our 
adivines in this regard. This strategy vvill build up on the long-standing experiences of UNEP in 
involving young people in its governing council session and in the development of regional and global 
initiatives. The visión of the strategy is to foster a generation of environmcntally conscious citizens to 
involve them more effectively in our decisión making process. to promote environmental formal and non-
formal education and using sports to promote environmental awareness. A Tunza Regional Youth 
Conference for Asia and the Pacific will be held in Sydney. Australia from 14-18 July this year. The next 
Children's Conference will take place in New London, U.S.A. in July 2004. Preference will be given to a 
cooperating nctwork with Eco Schools and the strengthening of the Youth Exchange Programme on 
sustainable consumption which is a joint initiative of UNEP with UNESCO. 

The Civil Society and NGOs Unit within UNEP has presented a strategy paper to the last Governing 
Council on enhancement of Civil Society Organisations in UNEPs work. Civil society encompasses 
major groups and includes indigenous peoples and local communities. UNEP will provide increasing 
effort on capacity building of CSOs for more effective environmental programme planning and 
implcmentation. in order to strcngthen engagement at the programme level. It is planned that training 
projects will accommodate CSO participants and that these programmes will be targeted at CSOs to 
cover environmental advocacy, awareness raising and fundraising skills. 

Prior to the Governing Council Sessions UNEP is convening a Civil Society /People's forum that is 
regionally balanced with a specific thematic focus. This year the main issues debated during the two-day 
Forum by more than 130 CSO and NGOs were: poverty and the environment. sustainable production and 
consumption patterns as well as cultural diversity and the environment. The views of the People's Forum 
participants were brought to the Governing Council attention through a statement made to the plenary. 
We particularly look forward to work closely with the Permanent Forum in involving fully indigenous 
peoples in future CSO/ People's forums prior to Governing Council sessions. 

Our efforts and activities in the past year demónstrate the importance that UNEP attaches to indigenous 
issues. In a real sense. concern for indigenous issues has become a major factor in global environmental 
policy and intemational relaíions. We understand this new respect for indigenous issues not only from 
the power of argument of its effective leaders in the environment and human rights movement but also 
from the harsh experience that it is time to releam the ecological knowledge and sustainable principies 
embedded in indigenous and traditional cultures that our society have lost. 

The Forum is now in the heart of the UN system. It is up to the system to support its spirit and capacity 
as well as to listen to indigenous peoples' v;,.ces to respond effectively to the imperatives of 
implementation posed by the latest conferences and Summits. We look forward to listening and to 
cooperating actively with the Forum and its newly establish secretariat to work in the interest of 
indigenous peoples in order to make a diffcrence in achieving these objectives. 


