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RESPECTED SECRETARY, DINSTINGUISED GUESTS, LADIES AND 

GENTLEMEN. 

I am going to present some important issues of Indigenous people of Jharkhand in India. 

There are more than 260 million indigenous people worldwide. They are living in around 

seventy countries. The indigenous peoples are being termed as the fourth world. These 

peoples are the country's aboriginal population, who today are completely or partly 

deprived of the right to their own territory. This people have the little say in the 

national state to which they belong. 

Council of indigenous people distinguished the way of life of indigenous 

peoples form those of the Ist (highly industrialised), 2nd (Sovalish block) and third 

(developing) worlds. The Ist, 2nd and 3rd worlds believe that - "The land belongs to the 

people" whereas the fourth world believe "the people belong to the 

land".  
 Indigenous peoples are strikingly difference and diverse in their culture, 

religion and social & economic organisations. They have maintained a close 

living relationship to the land. There exists a cooperative attitude of give and take, 

a respect for the earth and the life it supports. 

In the last few decades, indigenous people have greatly suffered from the 

consequences of some of the developmental projects. They have been and are being 

separated from their traditional lands and ways of life, deprived of their means of 

livelihood and forced to live in a society in which they feel like aliens. 

Jharkhand, a small and hilly state in India, constitutes 26% of indigenous population. It has 

one of the largest concentrations of tribal population in India. Santhal, oraon, Munda 

etc. are the major tribal groups in the state. Many of them are now settled agriculturists. 

Agriculture is the major source of livelihood. The people 
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have great emotional attachment with their land. Jharkhand is the richest state in mineral 

deposits, but unfortunately, development has become a nightmare for the indigenous 

people. The utilization of tribal land in developmental as well as military projects have been 

continued in such a way that the so called target group or beneficiaries became victims 

of progress and development. The tribal land has been utilised mainly in military 

installations, weapons testing ground, hydro-electric projects and irrigation projects, 

mining and quarries, super thermal and nuclear power plants, industrial complexes, 

railway and roads, sanctuaries and park technology. 

Among major land struggles at present in the Jharkhand are — The Netarhaat pilot 

project testing range in Gumla & Latehar districts, which is likely to displace about 3 

lakhs people and thousand of villages. The koel-karo dams in Ranchi and simdega districts 

threating to displace about 1 lakh people. Coal mines in Dhanbad, Bokaro, North karanpura 

etc. may cause displacement of about a lakh of people. Subemrekha dams in singhbhum 

district threating to displace another one lakh tribals. Other states have the similar trend. 

All such developmental activities led to increased stress both psychological and socio-

cultural, feeling of alienation, great frustration, facing the crisis of identity, helplessness 

and powerlessness. 

Adivasi Chattra Sangh, an energetic and dedicated students union is working in this field 

since last six years. Since the inception of Chattra Sangh, it has made great efforts to 

protect the tribal lands and to aware the people of its consequences. The A. C. S. has been 

involved in many socio-religious as well as political movements to aware the 

indigenous people for this rights and privileges. For example A. C. S. has demonstrated 

against the installation of Netarhat field fire range in which lakhs of people would be 

displaced & many villages would be uprooted. A. C. S. is organising demonstration, 

dharna and gherao to the Govt, against the utilization of tribal lands for various 

purposes. 

A. C. S. demands a clear cut policy in order to accelerate socio economic development 

of the indigenous people and their protection against the exploitation. We believe that world 

community has to adopt a separate strategy with the objective of (1). To protect them from 

exploitation by various groups and (2). To make 



 

aware the people to their rights and power. These need for a detailed scrutiny of all 

legislations like -Chottanagpur Tenancy act, Santhal-Pargana act etc. in Jharkhand 

affecting tribal land. All existing rules and regulations should be examined by a tribunal 

constituted by the Govt, with the ultimate object of preventing completely the transfer of 

tribal lands to non-tribals and other purposes. In coming days, that is on 18th August, 

2006 A. C. S. is going to demonstrate before the Governor house in the state seeking 

the immediate constitution of a tribunal for the protection of tribals and tribal lands. 

The role of the Governor of the state & Chief Minister seems conspicuous because they 

have never been faithfully exercised their power in favour of welfare of indigenous 

people. We, the students of A. CS. have made our motto - Parainge aurhakke liye 

Larange i.e. study and fight for the right. 

Thank you, very much Jai 

Adivasi Jai Jharkhand. 
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