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On behalf of the Arctic caucus

This years theme for the annual session of United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous
Issues is a paramount issue for Arctic Peoples. For Indigenous Peoples, collective rights to lands,
territories and resources are inseparable and constitutes the foundation for us to use, manage and
harvest of the land and its resources as well as the non-renewable resources. Also land, territories
and ressources are integral and deeply connected to Indigenous cculture ad languages.

When it comes to utilization of land and territories, i.e. mineral resource developments, we as the
the Arctic Peoples are concerned that developments affecting our territories, lands, waters,
coastal waters and other resources prevent us from freely pursue our livelihoods and economic,
social and cultural development, including to maintain and strengthen our food security, in
accordance with our own aspirations and needs.

The resource development in the Arctic must also promote the physical and mental health of
colmnunities and individuals within the Arctic and resource development must improve, not
impair indigenous people's food security.

It is of utmost importantance that the Arctic states, states not to develop or implement
agreements on environmental protection in manners harmful to indigenous peoples' livelihoods
or in violation of their human rights, including their rights to sustainably practice their traditional
livelihoods, and in this context the right to Free, Prior and Informed Consent is essential.

We would on this background suggest the following recommendation to the Forum:

That States, in consultation with the Indigenous Peoples, in order to obtain their free, prior and
informed consent, establish national judicial institutions tasked with identifying lands, waters,
coastal waters and other resources to which the indigenous peoples concerned have established
ownership and usufruct rights, and to demarcate such lands and resources in order to fulfill the
States' obligations concerning legal recognition and protection of the lands, territories, waters,
coastal waters and other resources that indigenous peoples' have traditionally owned, occupied
or otherwise used or acquired.


