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Thank you Madame Chair. My name is Christina Leza and I am honored to speak at this Forum for 
the first time. I deliver this statement on behalf of The Alianza Indígena Sin Fronteras (Indigenous 
Alliance Without Borders), a network of Indigenous community members in the United States and 
Mexico advocating for the rights of Indigenous Peoples within the U.S-Mexico international 
boundary zone. These lands have been traditionally occupied by Indigenous Peoples including but 
not limited to the Yaqui, Tohono O'odham, Akimel O'odham, the Kumeyaay, the Cocopah and the 
Lipan Apache. Within the past ten years the border has emerged as the United States and Mexico's 
most misunderstood and obscured human rights crisis. 

The creation of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) established new precedents in the 
U.S. Government's irresponsible action toward the environment and Indigenous sovereign rights. 
Indigenous Peoples in the U.S.-Mexico border region have faced increasing challenges as a result of 
consistent changes in the environment and economy due to the impacts of globalization and the U.S. 
Government's implementation of changing border enforcement strategies. 

The Secure Fence Act of 2006 mandated DHS to construct over 700 miles of reinforced fencing 
along the border, including federally recognized tribal lands, with no consultation of Southern border 
Indigenous communities and no regard for the area's delicate ecological balance and sacred 
areas. Coupled with Section 102 of the REAL ID Act, which permits the DHS Secretary to waive 
environmental, tribal, and other laws for construction of roads and barriers along the border, the 
Secure Fence Act violates the U.S. Government's consultation obligations with Native nations. 

Federal construction of a border wall on indigenous lands demonstrates a profound and willful 
disregard for Indigenous sovereignty and the government-to-government relationship. Given the 
United States' previous disregard for indigenous rights, strong international support is needed to push 
environmentally and community conscious legislation. 

In response to growing xenophobia and anti-immigrant hysteria, the U.S. Government has devoted 
increasing money and manpower to fortifying longer stretches of border in service to its claimed goal 
of reducing undocumented immigration, drugs and "terrorist threats" from and through Mexico. The 
trend in U.S. border policy is to continue to funnel undocumented migrant traffic into dangerous and 
environmentally sensitive areas and sacred areas, as well as redirect the path of drug and people 
smuggling onto indigenous borderlands, placing the safety of indigenous border residents. The trend 
in U.S. policy is to create more violence and division among indigenous communities, as well as 
allowing continued habitat fragmentation, endangerment of local species, and general disruption of 
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biodiversity caused by construction of the U.S.-Mexico border wall and other "Homeland" security 
measures. With these concerns in mind, we offer the following recommendations: 

Recommendations: 

1) We ask the Forum to fulfill its mandate. To advise the U. S. and Mexican governments, and 
intergovernmental bodies, in their obligations to uphold both domestic and international law 
concerning non-state actors and indigenous peoples rights in regard to the U.S-Mexico 
Border. In particular to put pressure on key stakeholders and institutions including but not 
limited to the U.S. Army, National Guards, Customs and Border Patrol, and the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security. 

2) We would also like to recommend that International Borders and Indigenous Peoples be 
considered as a special theme in the future of this Forum. We believe that this issue deserves 
its own discourse and should be thoroughly examined and opened up for dialogue among the 
international indigenous world community. 

3) We invite the Special Rapporteur to meet with border communities and organizations to 
investigate the impacts of border policies on Indigenous Peoples 

Madame Chair, the U.S.-Mexico border has been appropriately dubbed by border activists as the 
"Wall of Death." In addition, few consider that many among the thousands who perish in the attempt 
to cross this border are indigenous peoples migrating South to North, pushed by insurmountable 
global free trade impacts on their local economies, whose potential earnings in the U.S. will 
contribute to the economic, cultural and social survival of their communities. Few recognize the 
immense tragedy of Indigenous Peoples of the South suffering violent deaths in the lands of their 
relatives to the North. 

The U.N. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples affirms Indigenous Peoples' rights to land 
and self-determination, and Article 35 affirms that, "Indigenous Peoples, in particular those divided 
by international borders, have the right to maintain and develop contact, relations and cooperation, 
including activities for spiritual, cultural, political, economic and social purposes, with other peoples 
across borders". 

Additionally, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights requires that States not deny 
persons belonging to ethnic minorities the right to enjoy their own culture, to profess or practice their 
own religion or to use their own language in community with the other members of their group. 

The United States is acting with impunity in violation of both domestic and international human 
rights law. The Indigenous Peoples of the Americas should be concerned as the enforced U.S.
Mexico border places a significant barrier between our peoples and our collective mobility, and 
creates a growing scar on our mother earth. Furthermore, we understand that any solution to the 
Border Crisis will not be complete without an analysis of broader policies and agreements, such as 
NAFTA and С AFT A, which motivate irresponsible border policies. 
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