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Over the fast year the Government of Tndia has constructed a number of legal 
policy initiatives in relations to "tnbals", the "forest rights of scheduled tribes" and 
the rehabilitation policy for development induced internal displacement of 
populations and very recent legislation curtailing the facilities of nongovernmental 
agencies and activists to receive support from international sources for their work. 

Together with the legislation on Prevention of Terrorism and similar laws prevalent 
I indigenous territories, the use of such legislation on campaigns and activists 
protesting by peaceful and legal means, India's governance towards indigenous 
peoples in its domain is clearly that of martial law and in violation of its 
commitments to human rights treaties. 

The government is also using such legislation to compel consent of indigenous 
peoples for withdrawals of objections to so called development plans flouting its 
own regulations and guidelines in conducting Environmental and Social Impact 
Assessments for the construction of transport, power, water and urban 
infrastructure and for collaborating with extraction industries including uranium 
mining industries to operate in indigenous lands. 

Several reputed organizations and activists are now under implicit threat, having 
been subjected to military intelligence and home ministry investigations. This 
organization itself has been subjected to such harassment at least twice in the 
current year already. 

We urgently request this Working Group to consider the obvious escalation of 
threat to indigenous activists and organizations, particularly those from and in 
countries where indigenous are not accorded recognition as such and where 
governments have strong vested economic and political interests in continuing to 
deny such recognition. There is an obvious and critical need for standards of 
conduct and monitoring and methods of reparation to the violated, assuring freedom 
of thought, political conviction, peaceful assembly and speech in order to protect 



and defend the rights of those populations, indigenous peoples, under the mandate 
of this Working Group. 

A dossier including the text of these laws and draft laws, draft and existing policies, 
critiques and record of violations documented and reported to appropriate UN 
treaty mechanisms will be submitted as verification to the secretariat of the 
Working Group, if the respected experts will permit and accept it. 

Thank you Mr Chariman. 


