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Mr Chairman, 

The Asian Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Network would like to draw attention of 

the Working Group about the conspiracy of the government of Bangladesh to 

sponsor settlement of about 65,000 plain settler families between Baghaihat and 

Majolong in Sajek Union under Rangamati Hill district in the Chittagong Hill Tracts 

of Bangladesh. This is nothing but a programme to exterminate indigenous 

Jumma peoples. Between 1979 to 19S3, the government of Bangladesh had 

sponsored settlement of over 500,000 settlers which have made the indigenous 

peoples a minority in their own land. 

These plain setters have been responsible for gross human rights violations 

against indigenous Jumma peoples including massacres and forcible land 

grabbing. Since 1978 Bangladesh government has been providing free food 

rations to 28,000 plain settler families to sustain the conflict. But, indigenous 

Jumma peoples who are victimised by the settlers and the government are not 

provided any such assistance. Providing of free rations only to the settlers is an 

act of racial discrimination 

The government of Bangladesh has undertaken massive militarisation programme 

to provide security to the new settlers settlers. The army has already constructed 

Baghaihat-Sajek road in the dense Kassalong reserve forest in clear violation of 

the Forest Act of 1 927 and Bangladesh Forest (Amendment) Act 2000. According 

to these forest laws, construction of any structures and human intervention 

creating threats to the natural forest is totally prohibited. 

In May 2005, the government issued land acquisition notices for the purpose of 

construction of a battalion headquarters for the Bangladesh Rifles in Babuchara in 

Khagrachari district, it seeks to acquire 45 acres of land belonging to the Jumma 

people. 



At the United Nations, the government of Bangladesh opposes the settlement of 

the Jews in the Palestinian territories. But back home, the government practices 

the same population transfer policy in Chittagong Hill Tracts. As we all concerned 

that there are several thousands Army personnel have been working-as UN Peace 

Keeping Force in many countries of the world. Unfortunately, the Army personnel 

of the same armed force are equally responsible for killing, raping, torturing and 

grabbing land of Indigenous Jumma People in Chittagong Hill Tracts. 

Mr Chairman, 1 would like to submit our report "Population Transfer, Racism and 

Ethnocide in the Chittagong Hill Tracts" to the Working Croup and request the 

Working Croup to address the issue of population transfer and its impact on 

indigenous peoples and also call upon the government of Bangladesh to stop 

such population transfer programmes. 

Thank you 


