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Agenda 4 (c): Indigenous peoples and conflict prevention 

S Haokip, Kuki Indigenous People (KIP) 

Mister Chairperson, distinguished representatives of the working group and members of the 
indigenous populations, ladies and gentlemen: 

Indigenous peoples and conflict prevention is a relevant issue also in India with regard to the 
state of Manipur. With hindsight, implementation of precautionary measures could have 
minimised events of conflict that has so far ravaged the state. 

The main ethnic peoples of Manipur arc Kuki . Kaga and Meitei. Meitei, which is The 
dominant group, dwell in their native kingdom comprising the valley that make up about ten-
percent of the state. Kuki and Naga live in their ancestral hills surrounding the valley, the total 
area covering roughly ninety-percent. Tension between th^f*two peoples in the 1990s has 
resulted in a bloodbath that one would like to relegate to the past. The cause of tension related 
to attitudes of land ownership, however, continue to loom overhead. This finds expression in 
the ongoing talks between the Government of India and the National Socialist Council of 
Nagaland - Isak & Muivah. Contradicting NSCN-IM's demand for integration of Naga 
inhabited areas, the Meitei people assert preservation of Manipur 's territorial integrity. On the 
other hand, the Kukis, whose chiefs possess land titles and own the largest tracts of the state, 
is seldom heard. This is because of the media hype and activities of various social and Non 
Governmental Organisations that tend to focus on a single dimension. The Armed Forces 
Special Powers Act, which is in force in the state, has become a controversial issue. But 
despite its implementation, ironically, the fate of the Kuki people remains insecure. 

Efforts to prevent conflict among indigenous peoples in Manipur needs to take into 
consideration the elemental nature of the three communities, i.e. That all of the three peoples 
are equally human. One or the other cannot have pre-eminence over the other. If historical 
text is to be a criterion for a legitimate association of one of the peoples to the state, the 
Meitei Pooyas (traditional chronicles in the Meitei script) has recorded the coronation of its 
first king in AD 33, in which two Kuki chiefs helped in the king's mobilisation to the throne. 
Contentions, based on British officials' accounts that Kukis arc immigrants from 
neighbouring Burma is a ease of projecting present-day norms into the past. Neither Naga nor 
Kuki territories were bound by the existing international boundaries drawn by the colonial 
British in the twentieth-century. A rational approach therefore needs to be employed in order 
to maintain a state of equilibrium among the three peoples. In this connection, as an act of 
preventing escalation of tension and conflict in Manipur, the Kuki Indigenous People 
recommend that a tripartite solution within the constitution of India be seriously considered. 

Thank you! 


