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[•'adame Chair

Greetings to you and to those of my people from Aotearca who have 

come here in the continuing struggle for the rights of Maori people - 

a struggle which I as a young person am prepared to carry on until we can 

once again exercise our Self Determination.

Madame Chair, I wish to comment on one or two issues which impact 

especially on young Maori people. As my elders have mentioned, government 

economic policies have created enorrous unemployment among Maori and in 

particular among young Maori. As w'ïll as unemployment, government policies 

have lead to cuts in the "benefiti available tc the unemployed, the sick 

and the poor. The resulting poverty is causing real suffering and the 

response for many young people has "been to turn to crime. The Prime 

Minister Jim Bolger claims there is no link between his policies and the 

increasing crime and poverty araoni? the young, but for us who are young, 

the links are clear. Por those cf us who are young Maori, the links between 

his policies and the increasing suffering of our people are also clear.

It is clearly young Maori and especially young Maori women who are the main 

victims of present government policies.

Madam Chair, as a young Maori it is hard not to get angry over 

what is happening to my people. But when we look back at our history 

we see that this government is no different to these that have gone 

they all made Maori suffer and dismissed their rights. Today however, 

over half of the Maori population is under 25 years of age. We are a 

young people and as Moan a Jackson said *",7e bear a silent rage at what is 

being done to our people".

At this forum, (because there is no forum where government will 

listen to us) we urge the government to acknowledge the Self Determination 

of our people so we can stop the hurt and ease the anger. And we ask this 

Working Group to develop a Declaration that will help us give effect to 

the rights which our ancestors have lived and died for.

Kia Cra


