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Distinguished Members of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, 
Su Excelencia, el Presidente de Bolivia, Señor Evo Morales Ayma, 
Your Excellency, the President of the Economic and Social Council, Ambassador Léo Mérorès, 
Distinguished representatives of Member States, 
indigenous organizations, 
United Nations system and 
other inter-governmental organizations, 
non-governmental organizations, 
Excellencies, 
Indigenous Elders, 
Indigenous Parliamentarians, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 

It is a special pleasure for me to extend a warm welcome to all of you on behalf of the Under-
Secretary General for Economic and Social Affairs, Mr Sha Zukang. Mr Sha will address this 
Forum on the first of May, as will the President of the General Assembly. 

I wish to extend my congratulations to the members of the Permanent Forum for their 
election or re-election and appointment to this august body. And I wish you every success in the 
discharge of your important functions. 

The high interest and participation in this seventh session of the Permanent Forum testify 
to the increasing awareness of indigenous peoples' issues. The Forum is thus fulfilling its 
mandate to make the challenges, opportunities and good practices in this field more visible, for 
public policy and for action. 

This session of the Forum marks a turning point, following the historic adoption, last 
September, of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The 
Declaration stands as a major achievement for the United Nations, to which Member States, 
indigenous peoples and, indeed, this Forum contributed, in a spirit of partnership. 

The role of the Permanent Forum in the promotion of respect for and the full application 
of the provisions of the Declaration and in its follow-up, under article 42, will be crucial. We are 
looking forward to the Forum's recommendations on this front, as we move from declaration to 
action. 



The Forum's focus on economic and social development has promoted major initiatives 
in the UN system, states and indigenous peoples' communities, aiming at eliminating 
discrimination, exclusion and poverty. Some of the recent achievements include the adoption, 
earlier this year, of the United Nations Development Group's (UNDG) Guidelines on Indigenous 
Peoples ' Issues, which will bring solutions - for and with indigenous peoples - closer to UN 
operations in the field. 

We also have several cutting-edge inputs into this session, such as the global synthesis 
report on indicators of indigenous peoples' well-being, poverty and sustainability, and the report 
of the Forum's expert meeting, held in the Russian Federation, on "Perspectives of Relationships 
between Indigenous Peoples and Industrial Corporations". 

These inputs will further promote indigenous issues in the United Nations Development 
Agenda, encompassing the MDGs and the full array of internationally agreed development goals, 
with particular emphasis on improving the situation of the poorest and most vulnerable peoples. 

The same purpose will be served by the session's special theme, "Climate change, bio-
cultural diversity and livelihoods: the stewardship role of indigenous peoples and new 
challenges", and by its focus on indigenous languages, and its regional focus on the indigenous 
issues of the Pacific. 

Distinguished Members of the Permanent Forum, 
Allow me to take this occasion to thank Spain and the Russian Federation for hosting meetings 
of the Permanent Forum this past year. I also thank all the Governments that have made generous 
contributions to the Trust Fund on Indigenous Issues, which supports the Forum in its ongoing 
work. 

This year, we can say, with confidence, that indigenous peoples' issues are entering an 
era of implementation of standards and policies. What a wonderful way to mark - and make use 
of - this year, in which we celebrate the 60 t h anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, recognizing and working to realize the dignity and respect due to indigenous peoples as 
part of our human family. 

I urge the international community to close the implementation gap as far as indigenous 
peoples are concerned and to take action for their well-being, and with their full and effective 
participation. 

Thank you. 
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