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Madam Chairperson, 

The organizations supporting this intervention have major concerns regarding justice 
issues relating to Indigenous Peoples and to the attitude of some states and their lack of 
concern for the detrimental effects of climate change. 

A spokesman for the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Ecumenical 
Commission (NATSIEC) has stated that "The Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 
do not specifically target Indigenous Peoples but Indigenous Peoples are often the ones 
most affected by extreme poverty and usually rank at the bottom of most social and 
economic indicators. Proper benchmarking is needed if the Millennium Development 
Goals are to succeed. Indigenous Peoples must be part of the solutions otherwise it will 
not work. , 

Acknowledging the positive things which have happened since the change of government 
in Australia, he went on to say, "I urge people not to be complacent. My fear is that too 
much has remained the same. The fundamental relationship and attitude to Indigenous 
peoples has not changed." Considering the present global financial situation ".. .could we 
not take this opportunity to question the system that gives wealth to 5% of humanity and 
leaves the other 95% floundering in the wake?" 

A statement endorsed by the Executive of the National Council of Churches in Australia 
and supported by the World Council of Churches, reads, "With great vision the creators 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights enshrined the knowledge that we arc all 
bom with inherent dignity and equal and inalienable rights. This great truth calls us to 



take action where we see injustice and to treat each other with the dignity and respect 
inherent in our humanity. 

We are reminded however that 60 years after creating this potent statement of human 
rights, Indigenous Peoples throughout the world have cause to question whether dignity 
and justice has really been for all. 

Now Madam Chairperson, on the matter of climate change and our concern for the 
attitude of the Australian Government towards this world changing event. A possible 
devastating event. Since being elected in 2007, the government has signed on to the 
Kyoto Protocol, apologized to the Stolen Generation and signed the Declaration of the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples; all positive things and indicated that they would take 
action in regards to the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme and to reduce the carbon 
pollution by 5%, not a great amount, but a start. 

On 4* May this year, just three weeks ago, the government announced that more than a 
billion dollars would be made available to companies which are among the big polluters 
or our environment. This was in addition to the more than $7.4 billion already 
announced. Australians will wait until after the next election, which 1 think is planned 
for 2010, before the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme begins; the major polluters of 
our environment being rewarded with billions of dollars and the Carbon Pollution 
Reduction Scheme being postponed to an unspecified date. 

The emissions reduction target remains the same - a mere 5% unless other countries, the 
Permanent Forum through ECOSOC and the relevant agencies can convince the 
government to take affirmative action, to not only proceed with the Carbon Pollution 
Reduction Scheme, but to increase the target to that nearer to other progressive and 
responsible states. Otherwise meaningfiil action on climate change is getting further 
away and experts have long told us that delay costs the economy and the environment. 

Madam Chairperson, we are concerned that without a meaningfial and far reaching 
re-visioning of the government relationship with Indigenous Peoples and an overt 
commitment to a human rights led development agenda that we are doomed to repeat past 
mistakes and wrongs. 



The World Council of Churches recommends : 

1. That the Permanent Forum and ECOSOC consider what appropriate action 
can be taken to encourage those states which are not living up the promises 
made when they signed on to the support the Kyoto Protocol and the Carbon 
Pollution Reduction Scheme. 

2. We suggest that the Millenium Development Goals must be aligned with 
poverty reduction strategies that address the particular needs of Indigenous 
Peoples. Without the meaningful participation of Indigenous Peoples our 
marginalization and exclusion will continue. 

3. We ask that the investigation and condemnation against the trafficking of 
women be increased and that the Permanent Forum through the relevant 
agencies promote laws against all forms of violence against women. 

4. That the Permanent Forum encourage States to enact laws and protect the 
human rights of Indigenous Peoples who take an active part in protecting 
their ancestral land against those industries including transnational 
companies, who denigrate the Indigenous Peoples land by environmental 
violence against Mother Earth. 

Madam Chairperson, there are other matters which need attention and could be brought to 
your attention for future action, but naturally we will limit our recommendations to the 
points raised in this intervention. Thank you Madam Chairperson. 


